
1.  Which country did Panama hats 
originally come from?

 Equador. 
  The workers on the Panama Canal 

wore the imported straw hats a but the 
Americans thought they were wearing 
locally-made hats. Ecuador began 
producing the Panama hat as early as 
1630, but they weren’t exported until the 
early 1800s. 
 

2.  What are Balaclavas also called?

 Ski Mask. 
  A headgear that covers the whole head, 

exposing only the face or upper part of it 
and sometimes only the eyes. 
 

3.  Who usually wears a Bearskin hat?

 The Brigade of Guards. 
  A Bearskin hat is a tall fur full dress 

uniform hat of grenadiers, seen on parade 
at places like Buckingham Palace. 
 

4.  Which nationality do you usually 
associate with the Beret?

 France. 
  Once considered the national cap of 

France the black beret is part of the 
stereotypical image of a French man. 
 

5.  When did Beefeaters begin wearing their 
distinctive headgear?

 16th century. 
  This narrow-brimmed hat has been worn 

since the 16th century by the Yeoman of 
the Guard and Warders at the Tower  
of London. 
 

6.  Which annual sporting event do you 
associate with Boaters?

 Henley Royal Regatta. 
 

7.  What’s the colour of a 
Cardinal’s hat?

 Red. 
 

8.  Who opposed the wearers of 
Cavalier hats?

 Parliamentarians (Roundheads), 
  who were opposed the Royalists 

(Cavaliers) during the English Civil  
War (1642–1651). 
 

9.  What is the annual race event where 
women flaunt their hats?

 Lady’s Day at Ascot. 
 

10.  Who used to wear a Dunce’s 
hat or cap?

  Pupils who were slow at 
learning. 
 

11.  Who was the comedian and conjuror 
who used to wear a Fez?

 Tommy Cooper. 
 

12.  The Kepi was usually worn by members 
of the F__? F___? L___?

 French Foreign Legion. 
 

13.  What is the shape of a Mortarboard?

 Flat & Square. 
 

14.  A Pith Helmet can be made from what?

  A lightweight cloth-covered helmet, it is 
made of cork or pith. 
 

15.  What’s distinctive about a Slouch hat?

  A wide-brimmed felt hat with 
chinstrap and one side pinned up. 
 

16.  Where would you normally wear a 
Southwester or Sou’Wester?

 At sea. 
  This iconic fisherman’s hat was first used 

in the 1800s. It was originally made of 
cotton sailcloth, waterproofed with yellow 
linseed oil, its narrow front brim folds 
back to act as a gutter to drain sea or 
rain water and its wide back brim lays 
over the collar to prevent water from 
running down the back. It is called  
a sou’wester because our bad weather 
comes from the northeast. If you face the 
southwest, your back and the brim of 
your sou’wester can take the brunt of a 
nor’easter! 
 

17.  Who do you expect to see wearing a 
Sombrero?

 Mexicans. 
  It is a hat with a conical crown and a 

saucer-shaped brim. 
 

18.  In what sort of film would the men wear 
Stetsons?

 Westerns. 
  It is a headgear created by John  

B Stetson and seen in Westerns. 
 

19.  Where do men still often wear Top Hats?

 Ascot. 
  They are a silk hat with a cylindrical 

crown, worn on occasions like Ascot. 
 

20.  How many corners has a Tricorn(e) hat?

 Three. 
  A three-cornered hat worn by the French, 

but fell out of style shortly before the 
French Revolution. 
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21.  Where do Tyrolean hats come from?

 The Alps. 
 It is a felt hat originating from the Alps. 
 

22.  Why did men wear smoking caps in the 
19th century?

  A men’s pillbox shape cap, worn during 
the 19th century to prevent their hair 
from smelling of tobacco. 
 

23.  What’s a skullcap worn by clerics called?

 Zucchetto. 
 

24.  Which style of headwear has led the 
fashion for hat wearing since the 1980s?

 Baseball Cap. 
  This style of hat has led the current trend 

for hat wearing since the 1980s. 
 

25.  What animals did the Edwardians use to 
decorate hats?

 Birds. 
 Bird plumes and sometimes whole birds. 
 

26.  The word Hat derived from the Anglo-
Saxon word ‘haet’ which means what?

 To cover. 
 

27.  Which English King made the 
Beret fashionable?

 Henry VIII. 
  Henry made the beret fashionable in 

England. He used to wear colourful 
berets made of velvet or silk which were 
richly jewelled, feathered and slashed.  
 

28.  What was the Hat Act of 1732 
intended to do?

  To restrict the manufacturing of hats in the 
colonies of America, in order to protect 
England’s fibre industry. 
 

29.  Which three silent movie stars are famous 
for wearing Bowler Hats?

  Charlie Chaplin and Laurel  
& Hardy. 
 

30.  The term ‘Mad as a Hatter’ derives 
from what?

  The violent twitching and 
derangement symptoms of a brain 
disorder that affected hatters or milliners 
who went mad as they inhaled fumes 
from the mercury that was part of the 
process of making felt hats. Because 
people didn’t recognise this, they made 
fun of affected hat makers and often 
treated them as drunkards.  
 

31.  Who is the French patron saint 
of milliners?

  Saint Catherine of Alexandria  
is the patron saint of milliners in France 
(about 307 A.D.) She is celebrated on 
November 25th. 
 

32.  Name the alleged patron saint of 
English hatters.

 St. Clement I. 
  3rd Bishop of Rome, around 100 A.D. 

is supposed to be the patron saint of 
hatters in England. 
 

33.  What is the name for a hat maker?

 Milliner.  
 

34.  Who is supposed to have worn the  
first hats?

  The first hat, which was distinguished 
as such by having a brim, was the felt 
Petasus, which was tied under the chin 
and worn by Greek travellers.  
 

35.  It’s said when hatless you can lose 
_____?% of your body heat through  
your head?

  You can lose 20 per cent of your body 
heat from your head... mainly from the 
forehead as it has no insulation.  
 

36.  Where does the Ten Gallon hat get its 
name from?

  Ten Gallon hats are often thought to 
be large enough to hold ten gallons 
of water. This isn’t true. The gallon in 
‘Ten Gallon hat’ derives from the 
Spanish “gallon”, meaning braid.  
So a Ten Gallon hat is a hat with a 
braiding around the brim. 
 

37.  Where does the name milliner come from 
and why?

  Milliners were first recorded in 1529 
and referred to Milan, the premier 
source for straw hats.  
 

38.  Who set a popular fashion trend with the 
Homburg, a style of hat worn by militia 
men of Homburg?

  Little did he realise when he borrowed 
a hat of the style worn by militiamen of 
Homburg, Germany, Edward, Prince 
of Wales, (later Edward VII) was to set 
a popular fashion trend. 
 

39.  Who invented the Bowler hat and when?

  William Bowler created the Bowler 
hat in 1859. 
 

40.  What is the name of the American 
Society founded to protect the bird 
population from the millinery trend  
of using birds and their plumes to 
decorate hats?

  During Edwardian times whole birds 
were sometimes used to decorate 
hats which led to the formation of the 
Audubon Society to protect the bird 
population from millinery trends. 
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