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Guidance for the Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence 

Preliminary Application

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Purpose of the guidance 

This guidance supports your preparation for submission of a Preliminary Application for 
becoming a Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence. Please read this guidance, 
supported by the FAQ document. If you still have questions, please email your queries to 
research@braintumourresearch.org 

1.2. About Brain Tumour Research 

Brain Tumour Research is the only national charity in the UK dedicated to funding 
continuous and sustainable scientific research into brain tumours. 

Our vision is to find a cure for all types of brain tumours and our mission is to increase the 

UK investment in brain tumour research.  

Our research aims are: 

• Grow capacity – attract and retain talented researchers to increase the quantity of

brain tumour research in the UK

• Build infrastructure – support the research infrastructure, connecting and improving

coordination across the UK brain tumour research community

• Accelerate treatments – improve the quality of brain tumour research in the UK and

support innovative research to generate new treatments for brain tumours

We know that our Centres of Excellence model will bring us closer to finding the key 

breakthrough as it facilitates the development of a strong neuro-oncology research base in 

the UK. It does this by creating environments that provide the opportunities for career 

development for the most promising scientists resulting in them being encouraged to remain 

in the brain tumour field. In addition, the multi-year funding enables the development of long-

term strategic research plans to explore promising new avenues. This attracts outstanding 

researchers to the Centres and they bring expertise from a wide range of backgrounds 

increasing the opportunities for new collaborations.  

1.3. About the award 

Brain Tumour Research Centres of Excellence support long-term research, build the ‘critical 
mass’ of expertise needed to accelerate the journey to find a cure, and as the teams’ 
research progresses, they attract increased research investment from other sources allowing 
game-changing progress and collaborations to take place.  

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
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As such a Centre of Excellence will:  

 

• Grow capacity in the UK, bringing together, or continuing to build a critical mass of 
staff, infrastructure and collaborations 

• Create an environment for innovative, collaborative research 

• Provide leadership and support 

• Develop skills and expertise 

• Provide a rich training ground for junior researchers 

• Be a partnership with the host institution 

• Establish and raise the visibility and focus of brain tumour research within the host 
institution  

• Transform brain tumour research 

• Deliver insights that will lead to translational impact, accelerate treatments and 
improve outcomes for people affected by this disease 

• Leverage additional funding, for every £1 we commit, secure a further £3 from other 
sources 
 

1.4 About the Committee 

The Brain Tumour Research Centres of Excellence applications will be reviewed by the 

charity’s Scientific and Medical Advisory Board (SMAB) supplemented with additional 

members to manage any potential conflicts of the current membership.  

2. SCHEME GUIDELINES 

2.1 Remit  

We are open to any proposals addressing high-grade and/or low-grade, adult and/or 

paediatric primary brain tumours. This will include but is not limited to discovery research, 

preclinical studies, imaging, radiotherapy research, multidisciplinary research and early 

detection/diagnosis research.  

In recent years, challenges to curing primary brain tumours, which must be overcome, to 

make progress have been published in peer reviewed journals. We would encourage 

applicants to consider how their applications might be able to address these challenges,  

for example: 

• Harnessing the knowledge of neuroscience research 

• The importance of the tumour microenvironment 

• Applicability of preclinical models 

• Developing more effective treatments  

• Precision medicine 

• Kinder or less treatment 

 

The scope for this Centre call has deliberately been kept broad, not restricting it to a 

particular theme as our primary aim is to fund an innovative and ground-breaking proposal 

that will deliver insights that will lead to translational impact, ultimately resulting in clinical 

trials, leading to new treatments and improving outcomes for people affected by this disease.  

Applications which are non-hypothesis driven will also be considered. Where research is not 

guided by a hypothesis, there should be a well-defined goal, the work should have direction 

and it should be clear how the tools or techniques will benefit brain tumour research. 

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
https://www.braintumourresearch.org/research/scientific-advisory-and-peer-review
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Areas of research that we will not consider will include clinical trials, quality of life studies 

and research policy research and/or development.  

2.2 Eligibility 

 
Principal applicants (scientists or clinicians) must have a contract of employment with a UK 
university, research institution, medical school or NHS Trust and must be salaried for the 
duration of the award.  
 
Joint principal applicants can be considered if the application is multi-site. 
 
A co-applicant will be accepted if they make a significant and critical contribution to the 
research proposal. More than two co-applicants would need justification.  
 
Our aim is to significantly accelerate the progress of brain tumour research within the UK in 
order to make a real clinical difference. As such, the applicants must be based in, and the 
research undertaken, in a UK research institution. However, we know that you may have 
international collaborations already established or planned that will help with the successful 
delivery of your programme of research and we will be happy for these to be included in your 
application. Costs (but not salaries) may be requested for these international research 
activities but must be fully justified.  
 
Multi-site applications are allowed, bringing together a number of locations to work 
collectively to address the challenges of primary brain tumours. The rationale and added 
value of the consortium should be clearly explained in your application.  
 
Researchers hosted at core funded institutions can apply but the funding requested and the 
research proposed on the Brain Tumour Research application must be novel and there 
should not be any duplication with currently funded research.   
 
For those who have substantial funding from another funder, funding from Brain Tumour 

Research should not be viewed as follow-on funding, your proposal can build upon existing 

research programmes but in the Centre application unique elements and new areas of 

investigation should be proposed.  

For both core funded applicants and those in receipt of other funding, there should not be 

any duplication with currently funded research and you should provide information on how 

your current funding adds value to your proposed research, how important it is to the 

delivery of it, or whether it is distinct. 

Researchers will be required to leverage the core funding, with the aim of securing £3 from 

additional sources, for every pound provided by Brain Tumour Research.  

2.3 What is funded 

 
It is our intention to provide long-term support. Funding will be for an initial period of five 

years which will be followed by quinquennial reviews providing further five years of funds. 

The budget will be up to £2.5m initially over five years but as this is a partnership we would 

hope that we can grow the investment together over the years, attracting additional funding 

to help further expand the Centre.  

You can request salaries for postdoctoral researchers, technical staff, clinical and non-

clinical PhD students (salary/stipend and fees) and associated running costs, including 

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
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animal costs, and specific equipment for teams within the research centre. You can include 

funding to support attendance at meetings and conferences within the running costs.  

To ensure that you can attract the brightest and the best PhD students, we will provide 

competitive, sector matching studentship funding packages over four years. Stipends will be 

awarded at £19k per year outside of London and £21k per year for inside London. Running 

costs should be costed at £13.5k per year for three years, and £6.5k for the fourth year and 

fees up to £4400 per year. £2k can be allocated to researcher development activities from 

the running costs budget. These funding packages will be reviewed on an annual basis.  

For clinicians undertaking a PhD, please cost for a clinical salary and university fees at the 

Home rate, plus consumables of £13.5k per year.  

We only pay tuition fees at the Home rate. Supervisors can recruit international PhD 

students however they would have to cover the difference in fees through alternative funding 

sources. 

We recognise the importance of continuous professional and career development for early 

career researchers and as a funder take our responsibilities seriously to ensure that 

researchers that we support are able to thrive and reach their full potential. As such, you can 

ask for costs for training for Early Career Researchers in your application if it is not already 

being offered to them at their host institution. The training must be related to helping Early 

Career Researchers advance their research careers in brain tumour research. 

You can request up to £1,000 annually per person for this training. You will need to justify 

these costs in your application. 

The costs can be for career development, technical and research skills training. 

As a charitable organisation we do not pay indirect costs, which are non-specific costs 

charged across all projects for cross-cutting resources. However, grants awarded by us are 

eligible for the Charity Research Support Fund.  

2.4. Review criteria 

Review criteria will include: 

• Scientific excellence 

• Brain tumour research relevance 

• Track record 

• Team and collaborative environment 

• Resources and Infrastructure in place to deliver the proposed research 

• Training programme 

• University partnership and commitment 

• Resources requested 

• Plans to leverage Brain Tumour Research funding 
 

3. THE APPLICATION PROCESS 

We will be undertaking a two-stage review process with an initial preliminary application 

which will be reviewed by the SMAB. Those proposals invited to submit a full application will 

then be peer reviewed by external, international experts followed by a site review and/or 

interview undertaken by the SMAB.  

The funding recommendations of the SMAB will then be considered by and ratified by the 

Trustees of Brain Tumour Research.   

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
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Feedback will be provided following the preliminary application and site visit/interview 

stages.  

 

3.1 Application form 

3.1.1. Finding a Cure 

Our vision is to find a cure for all types of brain tumours; we know that there are challenges 

that must be overcome if we are to achieve this. Please detail what you consider is needed 

to find a cure for brain tumours and describe your role in helping to deliver this ambition. 

3.1.2. The research programme 

Please complete the details on the research programme using the following headings: 

• Purpose  

• Aim  

• Research plan  

• Expected outputs 
 

3.1.3.  Research Team 

Please provide details on the members of the research team, explaining their role in the 

delivery of the proposed work. An organogram which details all members of the team 

including students, post docs and technicians, and those funded by other funders who will be 

contributing, should be submitted.  A CV should also be provided for the PI, co-applicants 

and other research leads which should outline their qualifications, employment history, 

funding history, recognitions such as prizes and awards and additional information.  

Key achievements should also be outlined. Please provide information on five key 

achievements that are relevant to the proposed programme of work. Key achievements can 

include outputs and publications, please explain why those that you have selected are so 

important and the impact they have made.  

3.1.4. Collaborations 

Please provide details of existing collaborations, relevant to this application, within the 

institution, with other institutions including industry partners, and an outline of future planned 

collaborative activities. Research interactions with the other Brain Tumour Research-funded 

Centres should be highlighted.  

3.1.5. Current funding 

Please provide details of existing funding and posts, including funding source, duration, 

value and start & end dates, and information on how your current funding adds value to your 

proposed research, how important it is to the delivery of it, or whether it is distinct. This 

should be provided for the PI, co-applicants and other research leads.  

  

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
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3.1.6. Plans to leverage Brain Tumour Research funding 
 
We consider the funding to be a partnership between the funder, the researchers and the 

university. As such we would hope that we can grow the investment together over the years, 

attracting additional funding to help further expand the Centre.  

Please provide information on how you plan to leverage additional funding, for every £1 

commitment by Brain Tumour Research, secure a further £3 from other sources. 

3.1.7. Training plans 

One of the aims of Brain Tumour Research is to help develop the next generation of 

researchers ultimately focusing on all types of brain tumour. To do this we expect our 

Centres of Excellence to attract, train and retain the best early career researchers by 

providing a supportive and nurturing environment offering high quality scientific and 

transferable skills training, drawing on the breadth and depth of resources and knowledge 

across the Centre. In addition, to be recognising and embracing the sector policies, 

concordats and agreements relevant to early career support, for example The Concordat to 

Support the Career Development of Researchers; Principles and Obligations for Clinical 

Academics; and Statement of Expectations for Postgraduate Training.   

Please provide details of how you will develop and support such an environment and how 

you are delivering on the sector policies, concordats and agreements listed above. 

3.1.8. University partnership 

We expect the full support and commitment of the host institution and consider the funding to 

be a partnership between the funder, the researchers and the university. The partnership 

could involve financial or in-kind contributions.  

Please provide details on the university commitment, for example, matched funding 

provided, including academic research posts that are already funded or those that they plan 

to appoint during the period of the Centre funding.  

The host institution must provide sufficient space and access to resources to undertake the 

proposed research.  

A draft contract outlining Brain Tumour Research Terms and Conditions will be provided at 
the full application stage. At this stage, please note the additional award requirements listed 
below: 

• Annual reports will be submitted which detail spending, progress and papers 
published  

• Institution PR team works with Brain Tumour Research to promote awareness 

• Institution works with Brain Tumour Research sharing local business links 

• Lead investigator (or appointed deputy) acts as ambassador and attends our events 
whenever possible 

• Lead investigator (or appointed deputy) is prepared to be a spokesperson and help 
raise awareness 

• Lab is promoted within the Institution 

• Lab is badged as being supported by Brain Tumour Research and relevant member 
and collaborating charities 

• Brain Tumour Research Wall of Hope is displayed at the institution 
 

  

http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
https://researcherdevelopmentconcordat.ac.uk/
https://researcherdevelopmentconcordat.ac.uk/
UK%20clinical%20academic%20training%20in%20medicine%20and%20dentistry:%20principles%20and%20obligations%20March%202018%20|%20NIHR
UK%20clinical%20academic%20training%20in%20medicine%20and%20dentistry:%20principles%20and%20obligations%20March%202018%20|%20NIHR
https://www.ukri.org/publications/statement-of-expectations-for-postgraduate-training/
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3.1.9. Budget for the Centre application 

For the preliminary application we will only be asking for indicative costs for budget headings 
for the full duration of the award; a full budget breakdown will be required for the full 
application stage.  

For information, we issue award letters on an annual basis and are therefore able to flex to 
accommodate unplanned fluctuations in costs.  

Please note that as a charitable organisation we do not pay indirect costs, which are non-
specific costs charged across all projects for cross-cutting resources. However, grants 
awarded by us are eligible for the Charity Research Support Fund.  

3.1.10. Additional information 

Please use this section to provide any additional information that you wish to submit in 

support of this application. 

Also, please outline how the pandemic has impacted applicants’ and your team research 

activities. This will be taken into consideration by our SMAB and appropriate adjustments 

made when assessing outputs, research achievement and career progression.  

3.1.11. Signature 
 
By signing the document the Principal Applicant confirms that they have the authority to 

submit the preliminary application on behalf of their institution. It is expected that there is full 

support of the senior leaders at the institution and that the research management office has 

been engaged with the application process.  

3.1.12. Submission of the completed preliminary application form 

Please return the completed form to research@braintumourresearch.org by the deadline of  

26th August 2022.  
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