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TACKLING  
THE HISTORIC 
UNDERFUNDING  
OF BRAIN TUMOUR 
RESEARCH
Brain tumours kill more children and adults under the age of 40 
than any other cancer… yet just 1% of the national spend on cancer 
research has been allocated to this devastating disease.

Brain Tumour Research’s ‘Invest in a Cure’ manifesto 
shines a spotlight on research funding and that treatments 
for brain tumour patients lag seriously behind other cancers.

We call on the UK Government to work with Brain Tumour 
Research to increase the investment for research into brain 
tumours. Brain tumour research needs to be at the same 
level as cancers such as breast and leukaemia in order to 
see the same advances in treatments.

In August 2015, an e-petition initiated by Maria Lester 
supported the Brain Tumour Research manifesto. The 
e-petition called on the UK Government to raise investment 
in brain tumour research to £30-£35 million per year. 
The e-petition drew attention to the fact that in 2014 brain 
tumours received 1.54% (£7.7 million) of the £498 million 
national spend on research into cancer. As a result, brain 
tumour patients have a very poor prognosis, with less than 
20% of those diagnosed with brain cancer surviving beyond 
five years. 

By the time the 
e-petition closed 
in February 2016, 
120,129 people 
throughout the UK had 
signed online. 

The campaign was 
taken up by the Petitions 
Committee in its first ever 
inquiry and report. Their 
report included many 
deeply moving stories from 
brain tumour patients, 

gathered during the committee’s evidence sessions and 
concluded that brain tumour research funding had been 
“neglected by successive Governments for decades”. The 
Petitions Committee is calling for “decisive action to tackle 
the historic underfunding of brain tumour research”.

In June 2016, the UK Government responded to the 
Petitions Committee report.
• They agreed that action was needed;
• They agreed that current funding for brain 

tumour research is not enough;
• They promised to create a group of experts 

(working group) to address the problem.

The Petitions Committee warmly welcomed this positive 
response from the Government. However, they noted 
that the Government had not yet accepted some of their 
important recommendations. The response spoke about 
Government action on cancer in general without recognising 
the complexities of brain tumours which do not always 
benefit from general cancer research.

The Petitions Committee also highlighted several areas 
where the Government seemed to have ignored expert 
evidence such as the challenges faced by young research 
scientists who want to pursue a career in brain tumour 
research and the importance of explicitly taking account of 
the number of life years lost to a disease when determining 
research priorities.

In June 2016, the National Cancer Research Institute  
(NCRI) published their latest cancer research funding 
statistics revealing that the national spend on cancer 
research allocated to brain tumours decreased from 
1.54% in 2014, to just 1.37% in 2015. 

THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE.

Your constituents want change. At the current rate of spend  
it could take 100 years for brain tumour research to catch 
up with developments in other diseases and find a cure.

Working with Parliamentarians and the 
Government’s ‘Task and Finish’ working group,  
we aim to change this.

Help us
FUND THE

FIGHT
Together
we will

find a cure
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Evidence given
by Professor Geoff Pilkington, Professor 
Garth Cruickshank, Professor Tracy Warr 

and Karen Kennedy, Director of the 
National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI)

Petitions Committee
report launched

Westminster Hall Debate
attended by over 70 MPs

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
– acknowledges action is needed
and will create a working group

to address the problem

Launch of House of Commons 
Petitions Committee

E-PETITION LAUNCHED

Over 10,000 signatures – 
prompted Government response

Evidence given
by 15 web forum respondees

1,104 comments 
received on web forum

Launch of Inquiry – Evidence given 
by petitioner and family, as well as 
representatives from Brain Tumour 

Research, The Brain Tumour Charity, 
Children with Cancer and

Cancer Research UK

Over 30,000
signatures reached

100,000
signatures reached

Close of e-petition – 
120,129 signatures
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Brain Tumour Research is striving 
to fund a network of seven 
dedicated research centres in 
the UK whilst challenging the 
government and larger  
cancer charities to  
invest more in brain  
tumour research.

Help us
FUND THE

FIGHT.
Together
we will

find a cure

www.braintumourresearch.org  |  Tel: 01908 867200  |  info@braintumourresearch.org

Brain Tumour Research, Suite 3, Shenley Pavilions, Chalkdell Drive,  
Shenley Wood, Milton Keynes, Bucks  MK5 6LB

/@braintumourrsch    #FundingTheFight

• Brain tumours kill more children and adults under 
the age of 40 than any other cancer...

• Yet just 1% of the national spend on cancer research 
has been allocated to this devastating disease

• 16,000 people each year are diagnosed with a 
primary or secondary brain tumour

• Less than 20% of those diagnosed with a brain 
tumour survive beyond five years compared with an 
average of 50% across all cancers

• Brain tumours represent 1% of cancers diagnosed, 
yet 3% of cancer deaths

• Up to 40% of cancers spread to the brain

• 3,600 people a year die from a brain tumour

• 1 in 50 of all people who die under the age of 60 
die from a brain tumour

• 71% of those that die of a brain tumour are under 
the age of 75 (compared to 47% for all cancers)

• Brain tumours are responsible for over 20 years of 
life lost – more lethal than any other cancer

• Unlike most other cancers, incidences and deaths 
from brain tumours are increasing

• At the current rate of spend, it could take 100 
years for brain cancer to catch up with developments 
in other diseases and find a cure

 Source: Brain Tumour Research – Invest in a Cure Manifesto – 17th March 2015
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