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CHAMPIONING THE FIGHT
Successive governments have failed brain tumour patients and their families 
for decades (Petitions Committee enquiry report, March 2016).

2017 offers a real opportunity to ensure that this, and future governments, are 
not tarnished with the same stain.

Twelve years 
of influencing change

The All-Party Parliamentary Group 
(APPG) on Brain Tumours was 
established in 2005 to raise 
awareness of the issues facing the 
brain tumour community in order 
to improve research, diagnosis, 
information, support, treatment 
and care outcomes. It has been 
consistently well attended, remained 
focused throughout its duration, 
and is well regarded by MPs and 
Peers alike as well as the wider brain 
tumour community.   

Over the last 12 years, the group 
has engaged with MPs and Peers 
from across the political spectrum 
in support of the brain tumour 
community, researchers, clinicians 
and most importantly, patients and 
their families. It has provided a 
critical forum for debate, as well 
as a platform for patients and their 
families to directly engage with 
parliamentarians and see change 
happening for themselves.

First led by Rt Hon John Bercow MP 
and supported by founding members 
of Brain Tumour Research, the APPG 
has since gone on to campaign on 
a number of critical issues such as 
earlier diagnosis, access to new 
treatments and increased funding for 
brain tumour research.

Why this year is so important

This summer, health Ministers 
will receive a report from the 
Government’s Task and Finish 
Working Group on brain tumour 
research. Convened following last 
year’s debate in Westminster Hall 
on funding for brain tumours, 
charities, researchers and funding 
partners have since collaborated 
on developing a way forward. 
The outputs of this report could 
be game-changing, but if ignored 
they could condemn brain tumour 
patients to a continuing injustice.

With the current uncertainties 
around Government priorities and 
broader politics, it is crucial that 
the APPG on brain tumours remain 
focused on scrutinising the outputs 
of this report, capitalising on the 
growing public concern about 
the issue. Brain tumour patients, 
their families, and young research 
scientists need the APPG to ensure 
that the Government does the right 
thing and invests in solutions.

Overcoming the barriers
to a cure

Through the Task and Finish 
Working Group, significant 
barriers to improvements are being 
highlighted. Once the report is 
published, the APPG will need to 
work with the whole brain tumour 
community to ensure that these 
barriers can be smashed.

Key issues to be addressed 
by the APPG in 2017 and 
2018 include:

• Expanding brain tissue collection 

• Building research capacity across  
 the UK in order to develop a  
 critical mass of trained research   
 staff who focus entirely on brain 
 tumour research 

• Developing new brain tumour 
 drugs and treatments that are 
 both effective and affordable 

• Guaranteeing access to EU 
 research funding after Brexit

• Driving earlier and accurate   
 diagnosis
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First ever debate on brain tumours
in the House of Commons

All-Party Parliamentary Group
on Brain Tumours established

Second debate – children’s brain tumours

Westminster launch of
Brain Tumour Research at Parliament

Brain Tumour Consortium Manifesto presented

E-petition on funding and
awareness of brain tumour research

Parliamentary Lobby of MPs
to increase investment in research

Maria Lester’s e-petition inspired by
Brain Tumour Research's Invest In A Cure 

manifesto is opened

Petitions Committee launch focuses
on Maria Lester’s e-petition e-petition

Petitions Committee commence inquiry

The e-petition closes with 120,129 signatures

Petitions Committee report condemns
historic underfunding for brain tumour research

Campaigning across the UK galvanises over
70 MPs to attend a Westminster Hall debate

Inaugural meeting of Government’s Task
and Finish Working Group on brain tumours

HEALTH MINISTER TO RECEIVE
TASK AND FINISH GROUP REPORT
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• Brain tumours kill more children and adults 
under the age of 40 than any other cancer...

• Yet just 1% of the national spend on cancer 
research has been allocated to this devastating 
disease

• 16,000 people each year are diagnosed with  
a primary or secondary brain tumour

• Less than 20% of those diagnosed with a brain 
tumour survive beyond five years compared with an 
average of 50% across all cancers

• Brain tumours represent 1% of cancers 
diagnosed, yet 3% of cancer deaths

• Up to 40% of cancers spread to the brain

• 3,600 people a year die from a brain tumour

• 1 in 50 of all people who die under the age of  
60 die from a brain tumour

• 71% of those that die of a brain tumour are 
under the age of 75 (compared to 47% for all 
cancers)

• Brain tumours are responsible for over 20 years 
of life lost – more lethal than any other cancer

• Incidences and deaths from brain tumours 
are increasing

• At the current rate of spend, it could take 
100 years for brain cancer to catch up with 
developments in other diseases and find a cure

 Source: Brain Tumour Research – Invest in a Cure Manifesto – 17th March 2015
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