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10th July 2017, 16:30-17:00 

 
 
 
This is not an official publication of the House of Commons or the House of Lords. It has not 

been approved by either Houses or its committees. All-Party Parliamentary Groups are 

informal groups of Members of both Houses with a common interest in particular issues. The 

views expressed in this report are those of the group. 

 
 
Chair 
 

Rebecca Harris MP (Con, Castle Point) was elected to Parliament as the MP for Castle 

Point in May 2010, and served as the Chair of the APPG on Brain Tumours until the 

Inaugural Meeting of the APPG on Monday 10th July 2017.   

 

Derek Thomas MP (Con, St Ives) was elected to Parliament for St Ives in May 2015. He 

was elected as the new Chair of the APPG on Monday 10th July 2017, following Rebecca 

Harris’ promotion to Assistant Whip for the Government.  

 
Guest Speakers 

 

Sue Farrington Smith MBE, Chief Executive, Brain Tumour Research 
 
Carrie Hume, Head of Public Affairs & Campaigning, Brain Tumour Research 
 
Attendees 
 

The following MPs were in attendance. 

• Alistair Carmichael MP (Lib Dem, Orkney and Shetland) 

• Bill Grant MP (Con, Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock) 

• Derek Thomas MP (Con, St Ives) 

• Jim Fitzpatrick MP (Lab, Poplar and Limehouse) 

• Margaret Greenwood (Lab, Wirral West) 

• Marie Rimmer (Lab, St Helens South and Whiston) 

• Peter Aldous MP (Con, Waveney) 

• Phil Wilson MP (Lab, Sedgefield) 

• Rebecca Harris MP (Con, Castle Point) 

• Susan Elan Jones (Lab, Clwyd South) 



Minutes 

Rebecca Harris MP, outgoing Chair of the APPG gave the welcoming words. She said the 
APPG has been well supported and is a good example of what an APPG can achieve. She 
announced that she would be standing down as Chair of the Group, due to her promotion in 
Government, and expressed her sadness at this.  

She gave apologies for the MPs who were unable to attend. These included Kirsty Blackman, 
Norman Lamb, Alison Thewliss, Diane Abbott, Oliver Heald, Kevin Hollinrake and Debbie 
Abrahams. She then progressed to the next item on the agenda, which was a welcome from 
Sue Farrington Smith MBE from the national charity Brain Tumour Research who provide the 
APPG Secretariat.  

Sue Farrington Smith MBE, APPG Secretariat, explained that the APPG has been an 
important vehicle for raising awareness of brain tumours. She said she was proud of how John 
Bercow MP helped establish the Group in 2005. She explained that in 2005 the NCRI had a 
low spend on brain tumour research, compared with £20 million on research for other cancers. 
She said she is pleased about the growth in spend on brain tumour research, including the 
fact that Cancer Research UK now views brain tumour research as a priority.  

Sue explained how 70 MPs had attended a Westminster Hall debate on brain tumour funding, 
which was a result of a petition signed by over 120,000 members of the public, and which lead 
to the establishment of a Task and Finish Working Group. Sue is a member of this Group 
together with Peter Realf who campaigns with the charity. The Group’s report on brain tumour 
research will be published in September. The APPG had been successful under Rebecca 
Harris MP’s chairmanship.  

Rebecca Harris MP, former Chair of the APPG, also paid tribute to her researcher Samuel 
Nahk who ran a marathon for the charity Brain Tumour Research. 

Sue presented Rebecca Harris MP with a photomontage of Rebecca’s time as Chair, and they 
had a photo taken together to mark the handover.  

Rebecca Harris MP, former Chair of the APPG, led the election of officers. One MP had 
expressed interest and so she formally nominated Derek Thomas MP. Alistair Carmichael 
MP seconded her nomination. All MPs agreed to his election. 

Carrie Hume, APPG Secretariat, read out the proposed officers of the Group who have 
shown interest. These were Alistair Carmichael MP, Kevin Brennan MP and Lord Carlile of 
Berriew. Derek Thomas MP formally nominated the three MPs. Peter Aldous MP seconded 
this, marking their formal election.  

Derek Thomas, new Chair of the APPG, read out the name of the Group ‘All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Brain Tumours’ and the purpose of the Group: to raise awareness of 
the issues facing the brain tumour community in order to improve research, diagnosis, 
information, support, treatment, and care outcomes. Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the 
APPG, asked the present Parliamentarians to confirm the name and purpose or to put forward 
changes. All MP’s confirmed they were happy with the name and statement, and no changes 
were proposed.  

Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the APPG, asked Carrie Hume, APPG Secretariat, to 
lead on the next agenda item which was Income & Expenditure. Carrie Hume, APPG 
Secretariat, explained that the time donated to the APPG for secretariat purposes will be 
declared on the income and expenditure form when APPG records are updated. For the 
forthcoming session, services in the form of secretariat, administrative and research services 
will continue to be provided by Brain Tumour Research. These purposes will receive 



assistance from PB Consulting and The Brain Tumour Charity. The value of these Benefits In 
Kind are expected to continue within the band of £10,501 – £12,000. These Benefits In Kind 
will be recorded in the APPG Register entry for this new session within 28 days of today’s 
election.  

Carrie Hume, APPG Secretariat, then gave an update in which she explained that Brain 

Tumour Research will continue as APPG’s Public Enquiry Point. She also noted that the next 

meeting of the APPG will take place in Autumn 2017 and it will be a bigger meeting, with more 

supporters in attendance. She explained that this meeting was short due to recess.  

She expressed her delight that Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the APPG has taken up 

the role of Chair, and that she expects terrific work from him as he has done great work for 

the brain tumour community. She said the secretariat are here to help Derek Thomas MP and 

invited him, other officers and MPs to get in touch if they have any questions. She stated she 

was looking forward to an ambitious year. 

Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the APPG, gave a welcome and thanks. He explained that 

he has constituents with brain tumours and others who have lost loved ones to the disease. 

He said that following a meeting with Sue Farrington Smith, APPG Secretariat he further 

understood the importance of research in this area, which has led him to be personally driven 

to tackle the issue. He thanked researchers at the Plymouth University Brain Tumour 

Research centre for showing him around and commended their excellent work. He expressed 

his gratitude at being elected Chair and his commitment to working hard to raise the issue in 

Parliament. He gave a history of his current awareness raising and fundraising activities for 

the charity. He noted that it is the patient stories which galvanise MPs to push for change and 

patients should continue to have a key involvement in the APPG. He said that the Group’s 

work programme sets out the Group’s focus moving forward and is now available. He 

committed the Group to holding the Task & Finish Working Group to account regarding their 

forthcoming report and recommendations.  

He asked everyone to look over the APPG’s work programme which sets out the key issues 

for the APPG for 2017-18. These include: expanding brain tissue collection; building research 

capacity across the UK in order to develop a critical mass of trained research staff who focus 

entirely on brain tumour research; developing new brain tumour drugs and treatments that are 

both effective and affordable; guaranteeing access to EU research funding after Brexit; and 

driving earlier and accurate diagnosis.  

Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the APPG, said that, whilst he voted to leave the European 

Union, he understands the impact that cross-country collaboration has on brain tumour 

research so is committed to working passionately to ensure this work can continue. He said 

he supports the sharing of best practice and movement of people. He then asked attendees 

what other things the APPG need to focus on and what else could be achieved. 

Alistair Carmichael MP (Lib Dem, Orkney and Shetland) said that once the Task & Finish 

Working Group’s report has been published, the Group should be putting together a 

backbench business committee proposal to get another debate on brain tumour funding, 

because the last debate was the single biggest momentum driver. He proposed this debate 

should be between the report release and Christmas. Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the 

APPG supported this suggestion as debates help to get MPs to agree on things and keep 

pressure up. 

 



Peter Aldous MP (Con, Waveney) asked if research had been done into which Sustainability 

and Transformation Partnerships (STPs) had expressly mentioned brain tumour research. 

Sue Farrington Smith MBE, APPG Secretariat and Cameron Miller, Policy & Public Affairs 

Manager from The Brain Tumour Charity agreed to look into this. 

Bill Grant MP (Con, Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock) suggested the Group look at how brain 

tumours impact the family and how families communicate on this issue. He asked how brain 

tumours impact on wider family members such as mums, dads, and children. Sue Farrington 

Smith, APPG Secretariat said her niece died 17 years ago and this still has an impact on her 

sister today. Cameron Miller, The Brain Tumour Charity, said that both charities focus on 

the wider brain tumour community, as well as those directly affected. They aim to support the 

whole community and drive changes forward to make life better for everyone. Derek Thomas 

MP, new Chair of the APPG, said that when he was travelling to Bristol to see his ill son he 

was struck by the lack of support for his family. He noted that medical staff can be intrusive 

and that this was an issue. He agreed that more sense needed to be made of this and that 

they need to look at what can be done to improve this. Bill Grant MP (Con, Ayr, Carrick and 

Cumnock) agreed that families need hope.  

 

Derek Thomas MP, new Chair of the APPG, then asked the room if they had any other 

business. It was confirmed that no-one did, so he reminded everyone that the next APPG 

meeting would take place in November 2017. He asked the MPs to sign the APPG’s pledge 

board. He thanked everyone concerned in making sure the Group exists, including members 

and Speaker - John Bercow MP. He asked MPs to table PMQs on brain tumours.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


