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Our journey 
to a cure
Our ever-growing family of committed 
charities, researchers and team members 
have so much to be proud of.
Without you, we wouldn’t have galvanised 
over 120,000 people to sign the Realf family 
2015 e-petition which led to the Petitions 
Committee Inquiry, its Report and the 2016 
Westminster Hall debate. This, in turn, led to the 
establishment of the Department of Health and 
Social Care Task and Finish Working Group by 
the then Minister, George Freeman MP.

The long-awaited Task and Finish Working 
Group Report was published and presented to 
the Minister, Lord O’Shaughnessy, by its Chair, 
Chris Whitty, Chief Scientific Advisor to the 
Government, and Peter Realf in January this year 
(see page 28).

The Report sets out a list of 10 recommendations 
that need to be addressed. It underlines our 
Centre of Excellence strategy and the work we are 
doing towards drug discovery and repurposed 
drugs as well as the vital tissue register that 
we fund.

What’s more, the Government and Cancer 
Research UK jointly committed to fund £45 
million in brain cancer research over the next 
five years. At £9 million a year, that will almost 
double the current national spend levels.

Since we launched our Charity just nine years 
ago in 2009, it has been our mission to increase 
the levels of national funding in brain tumour 
research to £30-£35 million a year, the level 
provided to other cancers such as breast cancer 
and leukaemia.

The moving parliamentary speeches by 
Baroness Tessa Jowell, former Health Minister, 
following her own diagnosis with a glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM) brain tumour, and the 
Australian global Eliminate Cancer Initiative,  
were other major milestones in our journey to a 
cure. I’m proud to be part of this and build on 
the work that we have all achieved so far.

I’m also proud to represent you all on the 
brain tumour steering group convened by Lord 
O’Shaughnessy. Through our representation on 
this group, the All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on Brain Tumours and continued work with the 
Petitions Committee, we will move ever-closer on 
our quest to increase the national investment for 
research into finding a cure for brain tumours.

As I write, we are in the middle of our Annual 
Centre Reviews and we’re excited about the 
developments that are being made at each of 
our four Centres of Excellence, some of which you 
can read about in this magazine.

Most importantly,  
the Brain Tumour Research 

team and I are most  
proud of you, our  

Fighting Force family

The larger cancer charities and the Government 
might now be contributing £10-£20 million a 
year between them over the next five years but 
that leaves a further £15-£25 million that needs 
to be contributed by Brain Tumour Research and 
other brain tumour charities.

There are many excellent researchers in the 
UK who continue to scratch around for funding 
and look to us to help them develop their own 
Centres of Excellence. We are proud that we have 
been able to grant £2 million to research in the 
last 12 months but want to raise the bar and 
need to be able to fund £10 million a year to 
establish further Centres of Excellence and fund 
clinical trials which can come about as a result of 
discoveries made.

Please continue to help us and get 
your families, friends, colleagues and 
organisations involved.  
Together we will find a cure.

 
 
 
 

Sue Farrington Smith MBE 
Chief Executive
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Lord O’Shaughnessy, George Freeman MP 
and Derek Thomas MP visiting  

Professor Silvia Marino at her lab at 
Queen Mary University London



SUPPORTER STORIES

BEAUTY 
QUEEN CARE 
WORKER RAISES 
FUNDS AND 
AWARENESS
Originally diagnosed with a neurological 
condition which causes extreme fatigue, 
Elisha Hudson was just 24 when she was 
told that she had a brain tumour after 
she blacked out at the wheel of her car  
in November 2016.

After a biopsy and an extremely anxious two-week wait for the results, the young carer from 
Cromer was told that she had a low-grade glioma close to her optic nerve. She was also 
told that there was no treatment. Surgery would be too dangerous and chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy weren’t available to her. 

Elisha knowns that the tumour is going to grow but no-one knows when or to what extent – 
so she now faces an uncertain future of six-monthly scans and checks.  
The diagnosis changed the way she lives her life and she’s come to  
realise that it’s important to take every opportunity when it comes along.

Having won a beauty pageant, she now wants to pursue a career as a  
fashion model and use her roles as Miss Norfolk and Miss Inspiration to  
raise awareness of brain tumours.

She said: “One of the hardest things I have discovered about having  
a brain tumour is that it is a hidden illness. Apart from headaches,  
I have had no symptoms and no-one can tell from looking at me  
that I have this thing in my head. I would like more people to understand  
that and I feel privileged to think that I can help others by sharing my  
story and raising awareness.”

Elisha supported our Wear  
A Hat Day in March and has  
already raised more than £2,600  
through charity events for Brain  
Tumour Research.
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If you have a story you’d like  
to share, please contact us. Either email  
media@braintumourresearch.org 
or call our media team on 01908 867200  
to discuss how we can help.
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After a series of scans, what should have been a 
straightforward procedure to insert a grommet in 
his ear lasted an unbearable three hours. Harry’s 
parents were given the devastating news that 
he had a rare brain tumour – a diffuse intrinsic 
pontine glioma (DIPG) – a high-grade tumour 
with a shockingly poor prognosis.

An extremely bright and loving child, Harry 
taught himself to read before he started to talk. 
He has a near-photographic memory and has 
been diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder, 
something that has complicated his brain  
tumour treatment.

Harry is a massive Spider-Man fan. For him, 
his superhero is real. Like many children 
undergoing radiotherapy, he had to wear a 
mesh mask so that the treatment could be 
delivered with pinpoint accuracy. To help him 
cope with the experience, he was asked how  
he wanted his mask decorated. He chose the 
face of his favourite superhero.

Harry also loves football. The players at 
Portsmouth FC gave Harry a fantastic day  
when the club chose him as their mascot  
for the Easter Monday match.  

Cairan and Fiona, Harry’s parents, are  
frightened to think of what lies ahead but are 
trying to stay strong. Fiona said: “Harry is 
aware that he has something in his brain. 
We know that we have the fight of our 
lives ahead of us but we’ll battle on. The 
prognosis for kids with a DIPG is extremely 
bleak; it is incurable and treatment  
options are very limited.”

Fiona is now calling for everyone to  
help fund vital research into brain  
tumours: “We’ve launched our  
JustGiving appeal to raise money  
so  that we can prevent families  
in the future from having  
to go through the same  
devastating experience.”

LITTLE 
SUPERHERO 
APPEALS FOR  
YOUR HELP TO  
FUND RESEARCH!
Although six-year-old Harry  
St Ledger’s ear infection cleared 
up with the help of antibiotics,  
it soon returned. This time it was 
worse and a few days later his  
face collapsed on one side.

Harry at  
Fratton Park

Cairan, Fiona,  
Harry and his sister, 

Emonie

 
Please donate to  
Harry’s appeal and help 
prevent other children having to 
go through the pain and distress  
of living with a brain tumour:  
www.justgiving.com/ 
campaign/spidermanharry

Harry at 
home with 

Portsmouth FC 
players, Conor 

Chaplin and  
Kal Naismith



8 Summer 2018   www.braintumourresearch.org

WEAR A HAT DAY 2018

The build-up was nerve-wracking 
and your support on the day was 
awesome. This year’s Wear A Hat 
Day, the culmination of Brain Tumour 
Awareness Month, was the biggest, 
hattiest and most fantastic ever.

We’re very grateful to our celebrity ambassadors 
who did such a great job of raising awareness 
ahead of the day. Leading the support was 
our new Patron – businesswoman, model, 
actress and mum – Caprice Bourret who was 
diagnosed with a brain tumour in April 2017: 
“When the doctors broke the news that 
I had a brain tumour, it was the most 
terrifying moment of my life. I just thought 
about my two little boys.”

When she learned about our charity and 
mission, she quickly chose to support us and 
launched this year’s Wear A Hat Day at a 
special event attended by our supporters: 
“I am so proud to be a patron for this 
amazing charity and Wear A Hat Day is 
something so positive to support their 
fantastic research teams. I’m determined 
to continue to make a difference for the 
16,000 people diagnosed with a brain 
tumour each year.”

Across the country, Wear A Hat Day was buzzing 
with hats galore of all shapes, sizes and colours, 
and hundreds of thousands of pounds being 
raised to help fund our game-changing research.

Thank you for taking part. We’re very grateful for 
everyone’s energy and enthusiasm, creativity and 
support, fundraising and loyalty – and for all the 
coffee mornings, hattastic lunches, raffles, quizzes 
and other fantastic events that took place.

We were especially pleased with the support 
from Hobbycraft and Specsavers where lots 
of hats were donned and lots of money raised 
through collections and the sale of our hatty 
merchandise. Over 250 Specsavers stores took 
part and Hobbycraft organised a hat-making 
competition and entertained hundreds of children 
at bonnet-decorating workshops in stores across 
the country.

HATTY HIGHLIGHTS

Specsavers,  
Newport PagnellHobbycraft, Milton KeynesBoycott Farm Shop
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Once again, many thanks for such an amazing Wear A Hat Day.  
If you still have money you collected, please pay it in as soon as possible.  

It’s easy; just pop onto our website: www.braintumourresearch.org/
fundraise/wear-a-hat-day/paying-your-money-in

Stockport went totally hatty. Staff at the local council raised funds by holding 
a Mad Hatter’s tea party and a bake sale while the team at the famous Hat 
Works museum held hat-making workshops. Even the town hall was turned 
a shade of Brain Tumour Research pink, as were the iconic Spinnaker Tower 
in Portsmouth and the town hall clock in Lewick on Shetland after over  
£2,000 was raised in the town.

Our supporter, Janet Cheel, made a special Wear A Hat Day cushion for all 
the Brain Tumour Research pin badges she’s collected over the years.

Staff at nine Zurich Insurance UK offices across the country raised over 
£8,000 in support of one of their colleagues.

Schools all over the UK went into hat mode and  
we’ve loved hearing all about their hatty activities  
and seeing their photos. Long-standing supporter, 
Beachborough School in Northamptonshire, held what has become its 
annual hat parade. Also, Denise Allen, who lost her brother to a brain tumour 
last year, organised lots of fantastic hattastic events at Ditcham Park School 
in Hampshire. 

For more brilliant Wear A Hat Day photos, please go to our website:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/wear-a-hat-day/
your-hattastic-photos

29
MARCH

FRIDAY

20
19

TH

With the funds you all raised, we’ll be  
able to continue our research and offer  
hope to thousands of people living with  

a brain tumour and their families

Zurich Insurance UK

New Era Cap CompanyMCK Photography

Beachborough School

Ditcham Park School
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SUPPORTER STORIES

DAVID KINGSTON’S 
APPEAL TO SUPPORT 
WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH
David Kingston is 46 and has a wife and two 
young children. He’s a software specialist. 
Nine years ago, he was diagnosed with a 
low-grade brain tumour after experiencing 
a seizure at work.

David underwent surgery, which removed 
virtually all the tumour, and had follow-up 
treatment. Despite this, his tumour returned. 
This time, it was high-grade and cancerous. 

David knows that his time and treatment 
options are running out. Together with his 
wife, Kim, he recognises that he has to live 
life as best he can. He’s ready for the fight 
ahead and is honest with his children 
about his condition.

So that other families don’t have to go 
through the same painful experience of living 
with a brain tumour, David is passionate 
about raising awareness and finding new 

treatments for everyone affected by 
this devastating disease.

Although finding a cure might come too 
late for David, earlier this year, he made 
a personal appeal. He asked for help to 
support the world-class research taking place 
at our Research Centres of Excellence.

David commented: “Researchers funded 
by Brain Tumour Research are providing 
hope for thousands of others by focusing 
on finding new treatments so that 
patients can live longer.”

The ultimate aim of our researchers is to 
find a cure for brain tumours. In Portsmouth, 
for example, they have already used 
state-of-the-art technology to screen drugs 
for their ability to kill tumour cells and 
they are working to bring these 
forward to clinical trials.

With your help, our research teams can 
make even more life-changing discoveries.  

For just £5 per month, 
you could help to fund game-changing 

research that will bring us closer to a cure 
for brain tumours

PLEASE HELP 
David achieve his  

ambition by donating to  
his appeal; visit 

www.braintumourresearch.org/
david-kingston 

to make a regular  
donation
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It was with great sadness 
that we learnt of the 
passing of David 
Grant in February.              
David turned 60 last 

year and survived for 12 years after being 
diagnosed with a glioblastoma multiforme 
(GBM) brain tumour in August 2005.

At the time of his diagnosis, he was given 
12 to 18 months to live and his daughter, 
Lauren, was just two years old.

David was a veteran campaigner and 
supporter of Brain Tumour Research. At the 
first joint UK Brain Tumour Symposium with 
brainstrust last October, he said: “I believe 
now at 12 years, I am the UK’s longest 
survivor with a GBM, having vowed to 
stay alive for my daughter Lauren’s 
key milestones.

“I was a proud dad walking Lauren 
to her first day at Claremont Primary 
School and then three years ago to her 
first day at Tunbridge Wells Grammar 
School for Girls.

“I have now set myself a new target to see 
Lauren through university, which would 
be in 2024, putting me at 19 years 
post-op and a stately 67!”

Sadly, David didn’t reach his latest goal but 
his 12-year survival gave hope to others. 
Since his diagnosis, and motivated by 
treasured moments with his lovely daughter, 
he used his experience of living with a brain 
tumour to spread awareness of the condition.

David was passionate about raising 
awareness of the desperate need for research 
into brain tumours. He helped Macmillan  
to publicise a toolkit about working with 
cancer and employer responsibilities, lectured 

MSc students studying rehabilitation services, 
and gave talks about his experiences.

In particular, he was very supportive of the 
e-petition and encouraged all his friends and 
contacts to sign. He also spent time lobbying 
on behalf of Brain Tumour Research in the 
House of Commons.

Our Chief Executive, Sue Farrington Smith, 
said: “Sitting in the cafe at the House of 
Commons before the February APPGBT 
meeting, I became deeply saddened 
by David’s passing, as this is where we 
always met him and it didn’t seem right 
that he wasn’t there.

“I can’t remember an APPGBT meeting 
without David. He was always there 
despite his deteriorating mobility and he 
would wax lyrical about his supportive 
wife, Lisa, and his daughter, Lauren, of 
whom he was so proud. He would always 
challenge the MPs and was an ardent 
campaigner. It was a fitting tribute that 
we dedicated the February meeting to 
him. Forever in our hearts.”

If you’re interested in following in David’s 
footsteps and campaigning on our behalf, 
please let us know via our website: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/
campaigning/campaign-with-us 

DAVID GRANT 
VETERAN CAMPAIGNER 
& SUPPORTER, RIP



With Summer fast-approaching and the 
days getting warmer, why not enjoy the 
nice weather with a few friends, DO LUNCH! 
(on Saturday 7th July or whenever’s 
convenient for you) and help us raise 
funds for vital brain tumour research?
We have some great ideas for foodie 
DO LUNCH! events – brilliant ways to bring 
colleagues, friends, families and entire 
communities together in an entertaining 
and memorable way. 
Whatever event you decide to host, 
it’s easy and fun to get together, 
grab some grub and enjoy! 

SET YOURSELF 
A £150 TARGET 
& AIM TO 
SMASH IT!
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Do a
Picnic

 Lunch!

Simply ask everyone who attends your event 
to make a donation. Better still, ask them to 
buy our specially-designed merchandise  
www.braintumourresearch.org/do-lunch 
We hope you have a great time raising  
funds and awareness about brain tumours.  
All funds you raise will help sustain long-term, 
life-saving research at our UK Centres  
of Excellence.
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Do a
a Safari
Lunch!

10 WAYS TO HAVE A BITE TO EAT AND RAISE FUNDS
1. Do a BBQ Lunch 
Dust off the BBQ and get sizzling. 
Get your friends and family together for 
some alfresco dining and maybe organise 
some outdoor games too 

2. Do a Picnic Lunch 
Pack a picnic lunch and take some  
of your friends and family to the park,  
down to the river or even onto the beach 

3. Do a War on Waste Lunch  
Ask your local supermarket to donate 
food that would otherwise go to waste. 
With your meal costing virtually nothing, 
more of your guests’ donations will go 
towards vital research

4. Do a Packed Lunch 
Get your friends and family to make 
packed lunches for a week and ask them 
to donate what they would have otherwise 
spent on buying their lunches

5. Do a Bring and Share Lunch
Invite your friends or colleagues to bring  
a plate of food and enjoy sharing

6. Do a Pizza and TV Lunch 
Invite your mates round for a pizza 
and a few drinks to watch your favourite 
sports event on TV

7. Do a Street Party Lunch 
Dig out the bunting and get your neighbours 
together for a celebration in your street – 
but don’t forget to get official permission

8. Do a ‘Come Dine With Me’ Lunch 
Who’s the best dinner host? Challenge a few 
friends and get cooking

9. Do a Posh Nosh Lunch 
Go to town and hold a black tie and 
evening dress do

10. Do a Safari Lunch 
Get a group of friends together and go from 
house to house enjoying each course as 
you goDo a

BBQ
 Lunch!

Further information and our top fundraising tips to make your DO LUNCH! event as successful 
as possible are available on our website www.braintumourresearch.org/do-lunch  
If you have any questions, please either email us on dolunch@braintumourresearch.org or call 01908 867200.

DO 
LUNCH!

Saturday
7th July 2018
and help feed vital 

research 



RESEARCH FOCUS:   
QUEEN MARY 
UNIVERSITY
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RESEARCH UPDATES

At Queen Mary University of London, 
Professor Silvia Marino and her team are working 
to develop a cure for brain cancer and to minimise 
the side effects. They are identifying 
where and when genetic and 
epigenetic changes appear in cells 
that form tumours. They then want 
to be able to identify treatments 
that kill the target cells and stop 
the change happening, without 
damaging the healthy cells that 
surround those target cells.

Let’s imagine that each time a cell divides, it’s 
like a car crossing a crossroads: most of the time 
the car is well controlled, crosses safely and 
continues on the planned route. However, the 
more crossroads there are, the greater the risk of 
an accident that will damage it and knock it off 
course. This is why dividing cells such as stem and 
progenitor cells are so at risk.

The types and grades of tumours are defined 
by these ‘molecular accidents’ that affect their 
behaviour. For example, IDH1 is a genetic 
mutation that appears only in cells of a subgroup 
of gliomas, including a proportion of glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM). Research across the world is 
now focused on targeting the IDH1 mutation so 
that it can be used as a way to kill glioma cells, 
whilst leaving healthy cells untouched.

Researchers are gradually identifying all the 
gene mutations within each of the many types 
of brain tumour: a huge task to undertake, but 
the techniques are becoming faster and more 
accurate. In each of our UK Research Centres 
and in their global collaborations, similar and 
complementary research is taking place, including 
testing drugs and other compounds that target 
genetic/epigenetic changes and can quickly be 
taken into clinical trials.

There is therefore much to hope 
for in the future, as each step 
brings us closer to a cure.

“The whole point 
of our research is 
to find a cure for 
brain cancer.” 
Professor Silvia Marino

How do genetic/epigenetic 
changes happen?

fund a
research centre

to put an end to
brain tumours
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Whilst I was studying biomedical science  
I became fascinated by how researchers save 
people’s lives behind the scenes, because 
without them we wouldn’t understand disease 
and doctors wouldn’t have cures for patients. 

Fast-forward five years and I am in my ideal 
job as a Clinical Trial Co-ordinator at Imperial 
College, one of the Centres of Excellence 
funded by Brain Tumour Research.

Working alongside a Research Co-ordinator, 
my job allows us to integrate laboratory 
and clinical research, hence speeding up 
the development of potential new cures. 
My role involves me relaying information 
between researchers, patients and the 
multi-disciplinary health professionals who 
care for them.

Researchers at Imperial want to ensure 
that the science takes into account patients’ 
data. For example, when we culture cells 
(grow them in a laboratory) from operations 
without any clinical background it’s just a 
tumour, but once the clinical information is 
factored in we know about the patient and 

their medical history, including previous and 
current treatments, so we can understand 
more clearly all the different things that 
affect the way that the tumour develops and 
hence help bring us closer to finding a cure.

My colleagues encouraged me to apply for 
a Patient and Public Involvement Grant 
available through Imperial College, to 
help us involve the wider community in 
our research. 

After some brainstorming with the teams, 
I submitted a project in which members of 
our team (both clinical and researchers) will 
work with a secondary school to create a 3D 
brain model that can show different types of 
brain tumours. This raises awareness about 
brain tumours and current research, plus 
provides useful resources for the future.

I’m delighted that my application was 
successful and the project is soon to begin 
at Northwood School. I am really looking 
forward to it!

MEET THE CLINICIAN 
Lillie Pakzad-Shahabi Clinical Trial Co-ordinator

“I can do things 
you cannot, you can 
do things I cannot; 
together we can do 
great things.”
 
Mother Teresa 

“Coming together 
is a beginning; 
keeping together is 
progress; working 
together is success.”
 
Henry Ford

WORKING WITH 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
LONDON



RESEARCH UPDATES
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As our Centre Lead, Professor Oliver Hanemann, explains:“We’re aiming 
to develop a way of using a blood test instead of a biopsy to identify 
the markers for how meningioma behave. This will enable us 
to treat each subtype with a personalised drug treatment so that 
the results are as effective as possible, without side effects. 
We are already testing new drugs and trying to find new drug 
targets within the cells.”

Oliver is supported by teams of dedicated researchers investigating 
different types of low-grade brain tumours. Professor David Parkinson and 
his team focus on the role that macrophages (a type of immune cell) play 
in fuelling inflammation and hence the growth of both meningioma and 
schwannoma tumours.

Professor Ji-Liang Li’s team is working towards a combination therapy of 
temozolomide plus drugs that target the tumour micro-environment in  

low-grade astrocytomas – for example, by  
affecting the blood vessels that develop in 
order to help the tumour grow.

Dr.Claudia Barros and her team are using a brain tumour 
model in Drosophila fruit flies to study tumour-initiating cells, 
the same model that was used by the 2017 winners of the Nobel Prize for 
Medicine. The team has identified genes that trigger the development of 
all grades of glioma brain tumours: astrocytoma, oligodendroglioma and 
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM). By understanding how normal cells develop 
into tumour-initiating cells and then keep on fuelling those tumours, new 
treatments to target these cells can be developed.

All the teams share laboratory space with researchers working on other forms 
of cancer, infection, immunity, and clinical neuroscience projects, thereby 
ensuring knowledge sharing across the disciplines so that advances in one 
area can potentially help move others forward.

As Professor Hanemann reminds us: “Whilst we are taking important 
steps towards making new treatments a reality for patients, we 
urgently need more money in order to reduce the amount of time 
that this ground-breaking research will take. The support of 
Brain Tumour Research and its amazing family of fundraisers 
makes a tangible and invaluable difference.”fund a

research centre
to put an end to
brain tumours

 
Help us to sustainably fund our Research Centres and put an end to brain tumours  
by donating at www.braintumourresearch.org/donation/donate-now or be inspired  
by our fundraising ideas on our website www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise 

PLYMOUTH:  
LOW-GRADE  
BRAIN TUMOUR RESEARCH 
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

More than 30% of all brain 
tumours diagnosed worldwide 
are meningiomas, which is why 
they are an important focus 
of research at our Centre of 
Excellence at the University 
of Plymouth.
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Our Research Centre at THE UNIVERSITY OF PORTSMOUTH  
develops treatments for all brain tumours, both adult and  
paediatric, under four themes:

The team tests new drugs, repurposed drugs (previously used  
to treat different types of disease) and reformulated drugs  
(altered to enhance their performance or enable them to cross the 
blood-brain barrier) as a vital first step towards the development 
of clinical trials.

A key challenge is to get drugs across the blood-brain barrier 
(BBB), the specialised blood vessels which protect the brain from 
potential toxins. The Portsmouth team has developed two models 
from human cells. The first simulates the BBB and is used to 
study the delivery of drugs to the brain via tiny carriers called nano 
particles, as well as finding a way to temporarily open the BBB for 
a short period to deliver drugs that wouldn’t otherwise reach the 
brain. They can also use this model to study the spread of breast 
and lung cancer to the brain. 

The second models tumour cells growing within a matrix of  
normal brain cells. If you grow brain cells in a petri dish and  
put a drug on them, you might manage to kill the tumour  
cells. However, if you test the same drug on tumour cells  
grown amongst normal brain cells, the tumour cells can  
persuade normal cells to protect them and so the same drug  
may be less effective. Therefore, these more realistic human  
models can save time and money by helping to ensure that  
the most effective drugs make it through to clinical trials.

YOUR MONEY  
GOES A LONG WAY IN 
PORTSMOUTH!

1

2

3

4

Another research theme is to study normal brain tissues in which 
brain tumours develop and grow; to investigate how such tumours 
invade into the brain and how immune cells can either destroy the 
tumour or make it grow.

In order to grow, tumours need energy, so the team also studies 
whether the parts of tumour cells that produce energy (the 
mitochondria) can be influenced in order to halt tumour growth, 
whether different levels of oxygen in the brain affect tumour 
progression and the way in which tumours respond to drugs.

Together, these four innovative research themes 
help to bring us closer to a cure



Cathy Pratt from Horsforth and Maria Browne from Eccleshill were 
joined by 14 jelly-legged fundraisers for our national On Yer Bike 
event, some of whom cycled for seven hours continuously, in the 
spinathon at Workhouse Fitness gym in Farsley, Leeds.

Mum of three, Cathy, lost her husband, Andrew, to a grade four 
glioblastoma multiforme, a highly aggressive type of brain tumour, 
in March 2005. He was just 41 years old. 

Maria’s husband, Michael, fought an oligoastrocytoma for 20 years 
but sadly passed away in February 2007. The pair’s deep friendship 
has grown over the years after they met at a support group for 
people bereaved by brain tumours.

Their spinathon took place on Saturday 3rd February (also Cathy’s 
birthday) and served as a fitting tribute to both men. Cathy was full 
of praise for their supporters and the host gym: “The gym couldn’t 
do enough for us and a friend even surprised me with a 
birthday cake, which was the icing on a great day.”

On Yer Bike saw fundraisers from all over the country dust off their 
gym kits and thunder through the miles to raise around £20,000  
for research into brain tumours.

Carol Robertson, our Head of Community Fundraising (North) said: 
“We would like thank everyone who saddled-up for  
On Yer Bike and for raising essential funds and awareness.

“We challenged people to step up and ride for research, 
and Cathy and Maria did just that. They had a great 
response and fantastic support from family, friends and  
the team at Workhouse Fitness.”
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ON YER BIKE
Two women, whose friendship  
was forged by bereavement, 
enjoyed a fun day of cycling action 
to fund research into the disease 
that killed their husbands.

FOR BRAIN TUMOUR RESEARCH

FUNDRAISING BY FRIENDS  
UNITED BY TRAGEDY

FUNDRAISING CHALLENGES

Saturday23rdFebruary2019

We are
striving to fund
a network of

seven dedicated
research centres

in the UK

 To organise your own On Yer Bike event or participate in an event in  
 your area, please go to www.braintumourresearch.org/on-yer-bike

 Save the date for 2019 or, if you can’t wait until then, organise your own spinathon challenge sooner.  
 We can help you plan and fundraise all the way. Contact us on fundraising@braintumourresearch.org or call 01908 867200.
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Secure, long-term funding frees our researchers from the time-consuming frustrations  
of having to rely on applications for one-off grants and different pots of money.

Your regular donation will help us plan for the future and provide the most promising 
scientists with experience to fulfil their potential. This will facilitate the development of a 
strong neuro-oncology research base, thereby encouraging our researchers to remain in 
this area and help accelerate the journey to a cure, rather than move into other areas of 
cancer research which currently attract greater funding.

The Direct Debit Guarantee
This guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer.

• This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits 

•  If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit FCC Re Brain Tumour Research will notify 
you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request FCC Re Brain 
Tumour Research to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request.

•  If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by FCC Re Brain Tumour Research or your bank or building society, 
you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society – If you receive a 
refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when FCC Re Brain Tumour Research asks you to

•  You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be 
required. Please also notify us.

HELP US TO  
FIND A CURE 

FOR BRAIN 
TUMOURS

Brain Tumour Research  
is the only national  
charity in the UK 
dedicated to raising  
funds for continuous  
and sustainable  
scientific research  
into brain tumours.

£5 per month could help to fund 
the day-to-day laboratory equipment 
our scientists need to continue their 
ground-breaking research

£15 per month could help to  
fund the research undertaken by  
a PhD student

£25 per month could help to 
fund a Senior Research Fellow to run 
a Brain Tumour Research project and 
co-ordinate the work of PhD students

DONATE TODAY

Please  
set up a monthly  
Direct Debit using 
the form overleaf  

or by visiting  
our website:

  www.braintumourresearch.org/regular-donation

Together
we will

find a cure
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Registered charity number 1153487  
(England and Wales) SC046840 (Scotland).

Company limited by guarantee number 08570737.

I would like to donate  £5    £15    £25 per month. Please tick your preferred amount to help Brain 
Tumour Research find a cure for brain tumours. Please collect my payment on the 1st  or 15th   of each month. 
Please tick your preferred date.

To the Manager of  bank or building society

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit 
Please fill in the form and send to: Brain Tumour Research, 3 Shenley Pavilions, 
Chalkdell Drive, Shenley Wood, Milton Keynes MK5 6LB 
Name and full postal address of your bank or building society

Address 

                                   Postcode 

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Bank/building society account number                       Branch Sort Code   /   /    

Reference                  

Instruction to your bank or building society: Please pay FCC re Brain Tumour Research Direct Debits from the 
account detailed in this instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand 
that this instruction may remain with FCC re Brain Tumour Research and, if so, details will be passed electronically 
to my bank/building society.

Signature(s)    Date
Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debits for some types of account. 

Please complete this section in order to Gift Aid your donation:  
            ■ I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the  
                                                            future or have made in the past four years to Brain Tumour Research. 
 
I understand that Brain Tumour Research will claim an extra 25p for every £1 given. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that 
if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it 
is my responsibility to pay any difference. I will notify you if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or my home 
address or no longer pay sufficient tax on my income and / or capital gains.

Your Contact Details:

Title               Initials                        Surname 

First Name

Address 

  

                                 Postcode

Tel. No                                                                   Mobile            

Email

Thank you for donating to Brain Tumour Research today. Support from people like you is helping us fund 
vital research into finding a cure for brain tumours. We’d love to keep you updated with news on our research, events, 
campaigns and appeals. 

Please tell us if you are happy for us to contact you:     by email    by post    by phone     by text
We will only use your details in adherence with our privacy policy, which is available in full on our website:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/site-information/privacy-policy. We will never give your information to other organisations 
to use for their own purposes. You are free to change your mind at any time.

Together we will find a cure.

To return this form, please  
complete and detach this page.  
Then post to Brain Tumour Research.
Thank you for your support.

Signature

Date

Service User Number 

 2  9  1  7  2  8  

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A REGULAR DONATION  
TO HELP FIND A CURE FOR BRAIN TUMOURS

BELSUM2018

!



SHOP ONLINE & RAISE 
MONEY FOR VITAL 
RESEARCH FOR FREE!
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From travel to toasters 
and books to bed linen, 
if you shop online, you 
can raise free funds for 
Brain Tumour Research.
Sign up for easyfundraising and join the 1 million 
people who’ve already raised over £20 million for 
110,000 good causes across the UK.

Shopping with easyfundraising allows you to 
choose a charity and, every time you buy online 

with a retailer that supports easyfundraising, that 
retailer makes a donation to your chosen charity. 
It’s simple and it doesn’t cost you a penny!

Over 3,100 shops and websites are part of the 
scheme, including big names like Marks & 
Spencer, John Lewis and Amazon.

Each donation might only be a small amount but 
they all add up. So, the more supporters we get 
and the more you spend with easyfundraising 
retailers, the more money we can raise for our 
vital research into brain tumours.

The easyfundraising website also gives  
you a running total of how much you and 
Brain Tumour Research have raised – great 
for keeping up-to-date on how much you’re 
helping us get closer to a cure. 

 If you haven’t already signed up,   
 please join easyfundraising. 
 It’s quick and easy:

1. Register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

2. Nominate Brain Tumour Research 
    as your chosen cause.

3. Scroll down to the bottom of the screen,   
    select ‘Donation Reminder’ and opt for it.  
    This will highlight (with a blue/pink letter e)  
    any easyfundraising retailers in the 
    search results for any of your online 
    searches. Also, each time you go to a new      
    easyfundraising retailer, it will remind 
    you to activate your donation.

 
Sign up to easyfundraising today 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk  
and raise money for us for free!
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GIFTS OF HOPE

WHY HAVING A WILL 
IS SO IMPORTANT
With over half the UK population not having a valid Will, Brain Tumour 
Research will once again take part in Remember A Charity Week this 
year (10th - 16th September) to promote the importance of having a 
Will, using it to look after those dearest to you and encouraging you 
to think about causes that are close to your heart. 

www.rememberacharity.org.uk

Many charities in the UK rely on people 
leaving a gift in their Will; it provides 
certainty for their work well into the future. 
Here at Brain Tumour Research we also 
benefit from Gifts in Wills and we’re very 
thankful to those of you who pledge to 
support us in this way.

With just 1% of the national spend on 
cancer research having been allocated to this 
devastating disease and with more children 
and adults under the age of 40 dying from a 
brain tumour than from any other cancer, the 
need for continued funding of our research is 
as important now as it has ever been. 

During Remember A Charity Week, we’ll 
be organising special Gifts in Wills events 
where you’ll be able to find out more about 
the pioneering, game-changing research 
taking place at our four dedicated Research 
Centres of Excellence.

You’ll also have a unique opportunity to 
learn about the work being done to stem 
the tide of brain tumours and how a gift in 
your Will could significantly speed up our 
progress in what scientists are calling the 
last battleground against cancer.

 
If you’re interested in coming to 
one of our Gifts in Wills events, 
or have any questions about writing or 
changing your Will, please get in touch 
with our Gifts in Wills Manager, 
Gary Kelly, via email: 
legacy@braintumourresearch.org 
or phone: 01908 867200. 
Gary, who joined us in August last year, 
will be very happy to help. 

Find out more about our research here: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/research 
 
Find out more about 
leaving a gift in your Will 
to Brain Tumour Research here: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/
donation/leave-a-legacy



GIFTS OF HOPE

WHY HAVING A WILL 
IS SO IMPORTANT

Every year, around 
5,200 people die 
from a brain tumour 
in the UK. 

Brain tumours are 
indiscriminate; they 
can affect anyone 
at any age. 

It’s humbling that so many people get in 
touch with us after losing someone special 
to a brain tumour. They often want to know 
how they can help us change the current 
situation and increase funding into vital 
research to find a cure, and to prevent other 
families being affected in the same way.

Many choose to do this through a 
donation in memory of a loved one 
www.braintumourresearch.org/
donation/donate-in-memory but we 
can also help you raise funds by providing 
collection boxes and Gift Aid donation 
envelopes, as well as take donations over  
the phone and online.

It’s a privilege to help you remember 
someone special and we are very grateful for 
your donations however you make them. 

A comforting way for families to 
celebrate a loved one’s memory is to set up 
a Forever in our Hearts tribute fund - 
www.btr.muchloved.org. These funds give 
families and friends the opportunity to leave 
messages, share memories and add special 
photos, videos or music. You can also easily 
see how much has been raised in 

your loved one’s memory, knowing 
that every pound donated will make a 
real difference towards finding a cure 
for brain tumours.  

If you’d like further information about 
how to make a donation in memory 
of a loved one, receive some Gift Aid 
donation envelopes or need help 
setting up one of our online tribute 
funds, please get in touch through 
inmemory@braintumourresearch.org 
or call us on 01908 867200.

You might also want to share your 
loved one’s story on the In Our Hearts 

page on our website  
www.braintumourresearch.org/stories/

in-our-hearts

Rest assured that we understand how 
you’ll be feeling and we’ll give you the 
time you need to share your experience 
and decide how we can help you.

REMEMBER A LOVED 
ONE AND HELP MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE
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FIGHTING FORCE CALENDAR
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 Sun 3rd June Kiltwalk, Aberdeen

 Sat 9th June Great North Swim, Lake District

 Sat 30th June Cotswold Way Challenge

 Sun 1st July Plymouth Stairmaster

 Sun 15th July Brain Tumour Research Randonnee, Isle of Wight

 Sun 29th July Prudential Ride London – Surrey 100

 Sat 11th Aug Wye Valley Challenge

 Sun 19th Aug Kiltwalk, Dundee

 Sat 25th Aug South Coast Challenge

 Sat 8th Sep Thames Path Challenge

 Sun 9th Sep Simplyhealth Great North Run, Newcastle

 Sun 16th Sep Kiltwalk, Edinburgh

 Sun 16th Sep BMW Berlin Marathon

 Sun 16th Sep London to Brighton Cycle Ride

 Sun 23rd Sep Simplyhealth Great Bristol Half Marathon

 Sat 29th Sep Canal Walk of Hope, Milton Keynes

 Sat 29th Sep Regional Walks of Hope. Further details: 

www.braintumourresearch.org/walks-of-hope

 Sun 14th Oct Royal Parks Half Marathon, London

 Sun 21st Oct Simplyhealth Great South Run, Portsmouth

 December (TBC) Santa Run, London

Whether you’re into running, walking, cycling or abseiling, 

there are still lots of opportunities to get moving in the rest of 2018 to support our cause. 

Get involved and join our fantastic Fighting Force.

CHALLENGES 

2018

Please visit www.braintumourresearch.org/calendar-of-events  
for the most up-to-date information and events list. 
If you can’t see what you’re looking for, or if you fancy something else to pump the adrenaline  
like a skydive or a trek, please go online, check the Skyline Do it for Charity website  
www.doitforcharity.com and fundraise for us with the challenge of your lifetime!

Need further 
information? 
Please get in touch 
with Sarah on either: 
sarah@braintumourresearch.org 
or 01908 867200. 
Sarah looks after our sporty 
supporters every step, every 
lap, every mile of the way and 
is looking forward to hearing 
from you.
She’s happy to help with 
expert fundraising advice and 
fundraising materials to help 
you smash your target and 
make your event a brilliant 
achievement.



15 ,000
FOOT JUMP

FOR HOPE
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In March, one of our supporters had 
a fantastic day when she did a tandem 
skydive above Salisbury and raised 
funds for Brain Tumour Research. 

Elaine Quirk, who lives in Ascot, got the 
wind in her hair and was one of a number 
of fundraisers who jumped from 15,000 feet 
with GoSkydive. Each had their own tandem 
skydiver and was raising funds for their chosen 
good causes. In the process, Elaine raised 
nearly £900 for the fight against brain tumours.

Elaine had wanted to do a skydive for quite some 
time and she decided to take the plunge and 
raise funds for vital research after her brother, 
Gareth, was told he had a brain tumour last year.

After his diagnosis, Gareth, who lives close to his 
parents near Oldham, underwent surgery and his 
tumour was removed. He has since had two clear 
scans and the good news is that it shows no signs 
of coming back.

He is, however, still recovering from the trauma. 
The experience has shaken his confidence and 
his mobility has been affected. On the plus side, 
he continues to battle on and he remains positive 
by the fact that his health is recovering and he’s 
gradually getting better. 

Elaine loved the skydive experience and 
commented: “We had great weather on the 
day and it was a real thrill: it was amazing; 
totally insane. I’d love to do a skydive again 
and would do another in a flash.”

Elaine’s now considering some further 
fundraising, possibly in September.

Why not organise or take on an exciting 
challenge to support our cause?
Call us on 01908 867200, email fundraising@braintumourresearch.org 
or visit www.braintumourresearch.org/calendar-of-events 
for a list of events you can take part in and fundraise for us.
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FUNDRAISING STORIES

On Saturday 2nd December, 
a group of Danny Horton’s 
friends and family took 
over Kidderminster Harriers 
Football Club, where Danny 
had been a loyal supporter.

HARRIERS’ FANS 
SHOW THEIR SUPPORT

Danny had been a healthy, sporty, fun- 
loving young man, and he always lived life 
to the full. But in 2001, he woke up one 
morning and promptly fell downstairs. He 
was taken to hospital and, after a seizure 
and an MRI scan, it was revealed that he had 
a brain tumour.

Near the end, Danny agreed to have a 
biopsy but it confirmed that his tumour was 
an astrocytoma and was by then inoperable. 
He passed away in 2010, aged 36, nine 
years after his diagnosis.

Danny’s family already sponsors a 
permanent advertising board for Brain 
Tumour Research at the Harriers’ ground 
but, at the match against Gainsborough 
Trinity, there was also a collection to raise 

funds for vital research and the match-day 
programme featured an article about Danny 
and the charity. Hannah, Danny’s daughter, 
raised the profile of our cause further by 
presenting the ‘Man of the Match’ with his 
bottle of bubbly. 

Everyone was delighted to raise 
£520; Danny would have been 

very proud and especially pleased 
with the cracking 3 - 0 win.

After Danny’s death, his family instigated 
Danny’s Dash – an annual fundraising 
event for Brain Tumour Research, involving 
an eight-mile multi-terrain run, which 
donated more than £10,000 to the charity 
over the years.

Later this year, Danny’s family are 
organising the Plymouth Stairmaster. 
Back for its second year and also in aid of 
Brain Tumour Research, those taking part 
have one hour to get up and down six of 
the University of Plymouth’s tall buildings 
as many times as they can, however they 
chose (run, jog or walk) and in any order 
they want!

If you’re interested  
in taking on the

PLYMOUTH  
STAIRMASTER  

challenge, why not  
get a team together  

and sign up? 

www.fullysussed.co.uk/ 
plymouth-stairmaster



www.braintumourresearch.org   Summer 2018   27

This year, the organisers decided to throw 
their creative weight behind Brain Tumour 
Research and raise funds in support of Wear A 
Hat Day through a hat-making masterclass, a 
hat exhibition, a hat-wearing flash mob and 
on-street fundraising.

They came from Cambridgeshire, Hampshire, 
Sheffield, Wolverhampton and Staffordshire to 
attend the masterclass with part of the entry fee 
donated to Brain Tumour Research. Having put 
their creative juices to the test, everyone went 
away with an impressive and colourful collection 
of hats.

Proud of their hats, Wool@J13 decided 
to take the hat makers out onto the streets of 
Stafford and fundraise direct from the public.  
 

Some of the people they met had heart-breaking 
stories, and those collecting were humbled 
by the generosity of passers-by and their positive 
and willing reaction to their collection buckets. 

Wool@J13’s Get Ahead, Get A Hat 
exhibition – with its ‘you make it, we’ll show it’ 
slogan – invited the public to make a hat using 
whatever wool skills they had at their fingertips. 
The hat-making public took up the challenge and 
some brain tumour-related stories were shared 
via video interview over social media and the 
show’s website.

It was time, said Wool@J13 Creative Director, 
Ingrid Wagner, for both the makers and the 
show’s audience to learn about both making hats 
and why they were being made. 

 
 
 
 
 
Ingrid further commented: 
“We at Wool@J13 wanted to do our 
bit for Brain Tumour Research and to 
think creatively about our approach to 
fundraising. Everyone involved now 
understands much more about both brain 
tumours and fundraising than when 
we started. Although we know that our 
contribution is a drop in the ocean of the 
funding needed for vital research, it is, 
nevertheless, an important drop because 
that’s what oceans are made up of.”

Wool@J13  
is a Staffordshire wool and yarn show for all wool lovers 
everywhere. It celebrates everything woolly through 
showcasing exhibitors whose business is wool and it 
also includes workshops, talks, music and street food.  
It attracts an audience from across the UK.

WOOLLY creative EFFORTS 
FUNDRAISE FOR VITAL RESEARCH

Wear A Hat Day is just one of many ways  
your organisation could fundraise for us. Visit: 

www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/corporate-fundraising  
to explore some of our creative ideas.

Alternatively, you can email us on 
fundraising@braintumourresearch.org  

or call us on 01908 867200.  
We’ll be delighted to explore  

how best we can work with you  
and your colleagues.
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CAMPAIGNING

February 2018 saw three milestones on our journey to a cure. 
There was a moving speech in the House of Lords by Baroness Tessa Jowell, a roundtable 
at the Cabinet Office led by Health Minister Lord O’Shaughnessy, and the publication of the 
long-awaited Task and Finish Working Group Report examining research into brain tumours 
by the Department for Health & Social Care (DHSC).

GROUNDBREAKING 
REPORT AND INVESTMENT

Political momentum reached new heights with 
the announcement of £45 million of funding for 
research into brain tumours, jointly financed by the 
DHSC and Cancer Research UK. 

The Task and Finish Working Group was 
established following our unprecedented e-petition 
where 120,129 signatories demanded more 
investment in brain tumour research. Professor 
Chris Whitty, who led the work of the Group, said: 

“This is a hugely complex and challenging 
issue, but one that everyone around the 
table is dedicated to seeing progress on. 
This Report is an important staging post on 
a considerable journey which we all agree 
needs to be made. It is heartening to realise 
this opportunity to catalyse change”.

At a recent All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
Brain Tumours meeting, he added: 

“At this moment in time, a total cure is not 
within our easy grasp, but in common with 
progress in other cancers, great gains can be 
had in both extending the lifespan of those 
with brain tumours and also normalising 
their life as much as possible.”   

Lord O’Shaughnessy, who received the Report on 
behalf of the Government, added: 

“The outcomes for brain tumours and 
cancers are shocking. This isn’t an issue that 
is going away. If we don’t crack this, we are 
never going to find a cure for cancer.” 

Included in the Task 
and Finish Working 
Group’s conclusions 
were key areas that 
Brain Tumour Research 
has been focusing on: 
 
 • Dedicated brain tumour research 
 centres are an effective way of 
 expanding and developing research   
 capacity and capability

• The current processes for collection, 
storage and sharing of brain tumour 
tissue, blood samples and clinical 
data are not optimal for the latest 
research requirements

• Certain drugs, originally developed 
for other conditions but with potential 
for the effective treatment of brain tumours, 
should be repurposed where the 
evidence supports it

• Appropriate time should be ring-fenced to 
allow consultants to carry out research 

If you’d like to help us ensure that these reforms 
are implemented and hold the Government to 
account, please sign up as a 
Brain Tumour Research activist at: 
 

www.braintumourresearch.org/campaigning/campaign-with-us
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At the start of Brain Tumour Awareness 
Month in March, the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Brain Tumours (APPGBT) launched 
its first-ever Inquiry into the economic and 
social impacts of brain tumours. 

This Inquiry is the first detailed 
Parliamentary investigation into the cost of 
brain tumours in the UK – for patients and 
their families as well as the NHS – from the 
appearance of symptoms right through to 
treatment and beyond.

The APPGBT wants to shine a light on these 
costs, which have never been fully explored, 
to find potential solutions and further help 
frame the need for a cure.

Collecting your experiences 
The Inquiry Panel was drawn from 
Parliamentarians, brain tumour 
organisations and patient representatives. 
Brain Tumour Research, which provides 
the Secretariat to the APPGBT, launched 
a web forum for the public to submit their 
evidence to the Inquiry.

The forum closed at the end of Brain Tumour 
Awareness Month, having collected a lot of 
responses from individuals with experiences 
of a wide range of brain tumour types. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed. 
All of the responses will be reviewed by 
the Inquiry Panel and will contribute to the 
final report. 

Collecting evidence 
Oral evidence-gathering sessions are being 
held until late June and these include the 
views of brain tumour charities voiced at 
our Member Charities’ workshop held in 
May. Patient representatives and experts are 
also attending roundtables and formal oral 
evidence sessions inside Parliament.

The final report will be published at the 
end of the summer, in time for when 
MPs return to Parliament and the party 
conference season, where we hope the 
results can be discussed. 

Please look out for the report and join us in 
further campaigning based on its findings. 

MAJOR INQUIRY 
LAUNCHED DURING 

BRAIN TUMOUR 
AWARENESS MONTH

MARCH 2018
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CAMPAIGNING

On Tuesday 6th March, long-standing patron of Brain Tumour Research 
and Speaker of the House of Commons, the Right Honourable John  
Bercow MP, opened the State Rooms of Speaker’s House for over 150  
of our supporters to celebrate Brain Tumour Awareness Month.

CAMPAIGNING AT 
SPEAKER’S HOUSE

Our Chief Executive, Sue Farrington 
Smith MBE, invited patients, families, 
MPs, scientists, clinicians and our celebrity 
ambassadors to the exclusive event to 
continue the campaign for change at the 
heart of Government. 

Several Parliamentarians were present 
to show their support, meet their 
constituents and mark the launch of the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Brain 
Tumours’ Inquiry into the economic and 
social impacts of brain tumours.

This Inquiry seeks to better understand 
the true cost of brain tumours in the UK – 
for patients and their families and for the 
NHS, from the appearance of symptoms 
right through to treatment and beyond. 

Attendees heard poignant speeches from 
John Bercow, Lord James O’Shaughnessy 
and Dr Louise Wood from the 
Department of Health and Social Care, 
our inspirational supporter Peter Realf, 
Katie Sheen (founder of our Member 
Charity, Astro Brain Tumour Fund) and 
Derek Thomas MP. Their passionate  
voices emphasised the importance of 
addressing this devastating disease. 
Thank you to everyone who helped  
make the event a success.

The following day, many MPs wore a 
Brain Tumour Research lapel badge to 
Prime Minister’s Question Time, where 
Derek Thomas MP asked the Prime 
Minister a question on brain tumours.

We were delighted to be supported  
by 50 MPs on the day, including the 
Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn MP, 
four members of the Cabinet,  
two members of the Shadow Cabinet 
and a wide array of former party 
leaders, Select Committee members 
and backbenchers. 

Brain tumour community 
guests showing their 
support for Brain Tumour 
Awareness Month and 
Wear A Hat Day.

Our celebrity ambassadors, 
Sarah Beeney and Danny 
Clarke, together with our 
Patron Caprice Bourret.

Lord James 
O’Shaughnessy,  
Sue Farrington Smith 
and John Bercow MP.



RAISING AWARENESS

Plymouth Citybus operates across 
the city and the surrounding area, 

carrying over 18 million passengers  
a year. The colourful bus, with its 

eye-catching livery that includes our 
pink and yellow branding, was launched 

on Wear A Hat Day, the culmination of 
Brain Tumour Awareness Month. 

As the bus travels around Plymouth over  
the next few years, it will be a fantastic  
way of raising awareness of the vital 
research being undertaken in the city into 
this devastating disease. Passengers will  
also be able to donate on board to Brain 
Tumour Research and find out how the 
money raised will be used.

Speaking about the partnership, the  
CEO of Plymouth Citybus Limited, Richard 
Stevens, said: “To have such a cutting-
edge research facility on our doorstep  
is great for Plymouth and shows that 
the city is leading the way in research 
into brain tumours. We’re proud to  
be supporting such a worthwhile cause  
and hope the striking new bus really 
helps to raise awareness of a disease 
that affects so many people each year.”

The launch was attended by a 
group of Brain Tumour Research 
supporters, including Heather Turner 
who was diagnosed with a 
low-grade brain tumour when 
she was 24 and Jo Martin 
whose daughter Leah was 
diagnosed with a high-grade 
medulloblastoma brain 
tumour at the age of two. 

To find out more  
about our Centres  
of Excellence, please  
visit our website:

 
 
 
If you’d like to  
discuss how your  
organisation could  
partner with us,  
please visit:

In the first of a kind for Brain Tumour Research, a major 
public transport company has thrown its weight behind 

the Charity in a partnership that also includes the University 
of Plymouth. One of our UK Research Centres  

of Excellence is located at the 
University and is a leading centre  

in Europe for pioneering research  
into low-grade brain tumours.

COLOURFUL BUS 
RAISES PROFILE &

FUNDS IN PLYMOUTH

  www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/corporate-fundraising 
  email us at partners@braintumourresearch.org or call us on 01908 867200
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Lisa was a mother from King’s Lynn who started fundraising 
during her 14-month battle with a grade four glioblastoma 
multiforme brain tumour; a battle she lost aged just 42. 

In 2016, Red Wellies raised an initial £70,000 for a new 
research laboratory at Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge, and 
recently presented a further £60,000 for additional equipment to 
consultant neurosurgeon Stephen Price and neurosurgical registrar 
Richard Mair. 

The Lisa Wiles Neuro-Oncology Laboratory primarily examines the 
genomics of brain tumours, in particular glioblastomas, and how 
understanding genomic diversity can further target treatments and 
identify treatment response.

Presenting the donation, Mervyn said: “Today is a very 
emotional day – to see all the equipment in the lab that 
has been made possible by our generous supporters and 
the hard work of everyone involved with the charity.

“Lisa would be very proud that this lab, funded in her  
memory, could improve  
the outcomes of people  
with brain tumours.”

Mervyn and Rosalie Wiles set up Red Wellies 
in memory of their daughter Lisa and to help 
patients in East Anglia affected by brain tumours.

RED WELLIES’  
£60,000 FOR NEW  
RESEARCH LAB

BETTER ACCESS TO 
CANCER DATA

brainstrust has been working 
hard and taking the lead on 
meeting the demands from the 
public and the Government for 
better access to cancer data.

In particular, it has been working with Public Health 
England on a project that will enable the regular release 
of new brain tumour data.

This data will help us all to understand the impact of 
brain tumours at a population level, and brainstrust’s 
work will result in the regular publication of anonymised 
data on:
• Brain tumour incidence
• Survival

• Brain tumour treatment
• Routes to diagnosis

This is the vanguard to a wider piece of Public Health 
England work to establish ways of producing anonymised 
data on rarer cancers, beyond those affecting the brain.

With the systems now established, and patient 
anonymity guaranteed, the stage is set for unprecedented 
access to data on rarer cancers, leading with brain cancer.
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Glenn Karpel set up the 
new Fundraising Group,  
In for a Penny, after the 
loss of his beloved wife 
Penny to a brain tumour  
in September 2017.

IN FOR A PENNY  
DANCING TO SUCCESS

If you’d like to set up a Fundraising Group to help maximise the money we raise  
for vital research, and get us closer to a cure as quickly as possible, please let us know!  
Email us at fundraising@braintumourresearch.org or call us on 01908 867200

Simon was diagnosed with an aggressive and incurable brain tumour in 2013 
and underwent surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment. Tragically, 
after a clinical trial and further surgery, Simon passed away, aged just 37, 
leaving Sophie and two young children behind.

Reflecting on her loss, Sophie said: “I lost my husband far too young and  
our children, who were just seven and five when Simon died, have 
lost a devoted daddy.”

In March, Sophie continued her fight to raise awareness about brain tumours 
and joined other families, patients, campaigners, and charity workers at 
Westminster for the launch of a new Inquiry into the economic and social 
impacts of the disease (see page 29). She showed her staunch support by 
being among the first to submit evidence.

Following the loss of cycling enthusiast,  
Simon Oldacres, to a brain tumour in December 
2016, his wife Sophie set up the Fundraising 
Group, Ride4Simon, in his memory.

FUNDRAISING  
FOUNDER  
SUPPORTS NEW BRAIN 
TUMOUR INQUIRY

RIDE4SIMON
fundraising in support of brain tumour research

Last year, Ride4Simon  
raised an impressive  

£16,000 for  
Brain Tumour Research

Penny was a people person; very positive and lively. She always 
had a smile on her face and had loved dancing since her teens. 
She and Glenn originally met at a salsa class and they often went 
dancing up to four times a week – something Glenn remembers as 
“sheer heaven”.

Glenn said: “I was shocked at the lack of options available 
to brain tumour patients and angry that there seemed to 
be more investment and research into novel anti-cancer 
therapies abroad than in the UK.” 

Based on his personal experience, Glenn firmly believes that the 
cost to society is significantly more than the upfront investment 
to stop the disease at the 
outset. He’s passionate about 
making a real difference 
and is committed to raising 
£10,000 in the group’s 
first year.

If you’d like to submit evidence to the Inquiry, please  
email us on campaigning@braintumourresearch.org
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WEAR A FLOWER WEEK

The air will be full of fragrant fundraising for Brain Tumour 
Research in June as we launch Wear A Flower Week.

Running from Monday 18th June to Saturday 
23rd June, we’re proud to be working alongside 
our Member Charity The Jane Packer 
Foundation as well as our new celebrity 
ambassador Danny Clarke (from the BBC 
programme The Instant Gardener) and,  
of course, a number of supporting florists. 

Jane Packer was an internationally renowned 
and pioneering florist whose life was sadly cut 
short by a brain tumour in 2011. For Wear A 
Flower Week, we’re asking everyone to wear 
a flower to raise awareness of, and donate to, 
the vital research taking place at our UK Centres 
of Excellence. 

Coinciding with both Royal Ascot and British 
Flowers Week, Wear A Flower Week will 
provide a new way to donate to our cause 
while also giving everyone a good reason to 
accentuate their appearance with the simple 
beauty of a flower.

Flowers are a perfect accessory to summer 
elegance. Why not buy a flower to wear in your 
jacket or blouse buttonhole, string flowers around 
your wrist or neck, or create a floral addition to 
your favourite summer hat? If you’re unsure, 
ask your local florist to help you choose the right 
flowers for you.

    
    
    
  

Find out more on our website here  
www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
wear-a-flower-week 

Thank you for your support 
Together we will find a cure

flowers  
for hope

 
Look out for posters and collection  
boxes in your local shop but, if your florist  
isn’t aware of Wear A Flower Week,  
please ask them to contact us at  
flowersforhope@braintumourresearch.org 
and we’ll help them to get involved.

In the meantime, you can always donate directly here  
www.braintumourresearch.org/flower-donate  

or by texting FLWR18 £3 to donate £3*

*Texts cost £3 plus network charge.  
Brain Tumour Research receives 100% of your donation.  
Obtain bill payer’s permission. Customer care 01908 867200.  
We will acknowledge your donation by text.  
Full terms and conditions are on our website.

Jane Packer in her shop

Please share your flowery selfies with us on 
social media, tagging @braintumourrsch 

and #WearAFlowerWeek
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Loved ones here include those lost to a brain tumour for whom we received 
funeral donations between 1st November 2017 and 28th February 2018

WEAR A FLOWER WEEK

Kerry Ayliffe

John Baillie

Neil Bennett

Ian Drummond 
Blackaller

Brenda Bland

Eric Brackstone

Colin Caie

Keith Carvell

Peter Chatterley

Helen Clements

Ange Cowell

Brian Cowton

Lynne Davies

Catherine Dunne-Kelly

Sheila Dunstan

Gunther Eckert

Holly Atkins Fooks

Oliver (Ollie) Gardiner

Andrew Gibson

Peter Goff

Andrew Graham

Alan Grant

Andrew Gudgeon

Paul Gunn

Vivienne Head

Judith Heap

Ronald Heyes

Christopher Hill

David Hylton

Michael Jeffrey

Deborah Jenkins

Heather Johns

David Jones

Mickey Kersley

Alan Kirk

Ruth Lee

Warren Linham

Ronald Loewenbein

Alastair Macpherson

Bert Marchington

Angela Martin

John Henry Mathiesan

Nigel Maycock

Paul McMaster

Rich Migda

Brian Moores

Carol Morris

William Morris

Edward Morrison

Octavio Dos  
Santos Neto

Christopher Nichols

Peter Norris

Deborah Orton

Richard Parker

Gillian Powell

Christopher Price

Thomas Pye

Glynn Ralls

Geoffrey Rayner

Robert Regan

David Rendle

Ryan Richter

David Rosewarne

James Lyall Strachan

Anne Taylor

Eileen Joan Taylor

Ken Thomas

Holly Timbrell

Ross Trethowan

Allan Turner

John Wade

Thomas Walker

Sebastian Warmoth

William Watson

Andrew Watts

Terry White

Philip Wood

Robin Woodhead

Jennifer Wooley

Derek Wortham

From all of us at Brain Tumour Research, our love and 
thoughts are with all those who inspire us and with 
everyone who continues to support us in memory of 
their loved ones and colleagues, year after year.

forever 
in our
hearts



Together we will find a cure

Our Fundraising Groups
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Brain Tumour Research, Suite 3, Shenley Pavilions, Chalkdell Drive, 
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We love hearing from you!
Whether you’d like to volunteer, set up a regular donation, discuss fundraising ideas,  
are interested in becoming a Fundraising Group or simply want some information...  

we are only a call, email, tweet or Facebook message away.

DIVISION OF NEUROPATHOLOGY
AND DEPARTMENT OF
NEURODEGENERATIVE DISEASE

Our Centre of Excellence Partners

#FundingTheFight

MARK “BOMBER” LANCASTER TRUST

Leah’s Fairy Fund
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