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FOREWORD

ONWARD
AND
UPWARD
Our financial year ending 30th June
2021 has seen our best performance
yet. Despite lockdown and uncertainty,
you, our supporters, helped us raise an
incredible £5 million and we ended the
year with a strong reserves position.
We have started well in our new financial year
and, with your continued support, we plan to
invite applications to establish a new dedicated
Research Centre of Excellence in Summer 2022.
Our vision is to find a cure for all types of brain
tumours and we will look for our new Centre
of Excellence to research areas that are not
yet being addressed. We will be spreading
our net across the UK to allow those talented
researchers with great ideas to come forward
and benefit from our strategy of continuous
and sustainable funding, if selected by our
international peer review panel.

Since establishing the APPGBT with the Rt Hon
John Bercow and founding Member Charities
in 2005, we have been proud to raise the profile
of brain tumours in Parliament and we are being
heard by the Prime Minister and his Ministers –
see pages 22-23.
We are determined to remove the blockages
impeding research progress through this inquiry.
Follow our social media channels, Latest News
and weekly e-news bulletins for all the latest
updates. If you are not already receiving our
e-news, visit our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/contact/subscribe.
None of this would be possible without your
support and we have big plans to really go for
it in establishing new Centres of Excellence and
taking our campaigning to new heights. If you do
not already support our vital work with a regular
donation, please consider supporting us in this
way as well as fundraising. Regular giving is so
important for helping us to plan and sustain our
vital work – visit our website to find out more
www.braintumourresearch.org/regular-donation.
With thanks for everything you do
and plan to do to help us in our quest.

With a mission to increase the national
investment in brain tumour research through
our own fundraising efforts, as well as
campaigning to increase both Government and
larger cancer charity spend on brain tumour
research, we are also excited to be providing
secretarial support to the All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Brain Tumours
(APPGBT) for their Pathway to
a Cure inquiry launched in July.

Together
we will
find
a cure
4
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Sue Farrington Smith MBE
Chief Executive
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STOP THE DEVASTATION

PATIENTS, FAMILIES,
SUPPORTERS AND
CELEBRITIES SAY

#NOMORE

This summer, we
launched our Stop
the Devastation
campaign, which
starred brain tumour
patients and people
who have lost a loved
one to the disease.

We are grateful to the patients and
families who shared their stories to
help raise awareness, expose the
history of underfunding for research
into the disease and encourage
people to donate.
They are Sam Suriakumar who is
living with an inoperable form of
the disease; Niki O’Dea Patel who
lost her 13-year-old son Shay to a
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM);
Eddie Ruggiero who feels he is
“living on borrowed time”; GBM
patient Amani Liaquat who has
had to crowdfund to access drug
treatment from abroad and is angry
at the lack of investment; Shaz
Hetherington who is heartbroken
after losing her husband David;
and Fi Case who lost a close friend
to the disease.
They starred in a powerful 30-second
campaign video which was shown
at Wimbledon and at a series of
outdoor festivals this summer.

We created a movement on social media, urging
people to share their stop hand selfies and say
#NoMore to brain tumours. We were delighted
that some high-profile names got involved, including
Stephen Fry, legendary actor and author Dame
Sheila Hancock, and BBC TV’s Instant Gardener
Danny Clarke.
And we were
grateful to all
the supporters
who helped to
spread the word
on the day.

Stop the Devastation lays bare the powerful
and painful truth about brain tumours. They are
indiscriminate, they can affect anyone at any age,
there is no cure and for many, sadly, there is little
or no hope. It highlights the fact that:

88% of those diagnosed die within five years

Autumn 2021 www.braintumourresearch.org

umar

Sam Suriak

Niki O
’Dea P
atel

Fi Case

Help us say #NoMore to brain tumours
With a few weeks left until this campaign comes to a close
at the end of October 2021, you can help us give
Stop the Devastation one final push.

Historically, just 1% of the national spend on
cancer research has been allocated to this
devastating disease

Please join our #NoMore social media campaign to
help us get closer to a cure for this devastating disease.

Together
we will
find
a cure

Eddie Ruggiero

You can watch the film and read
their stories on our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
stop-the-devastation

Brain tumours kill more children and adults
under the age of 40 than any other cancer

Brain
tumours are
indiscriminate;
they can affect
anyone at
any age
6

at

Liaqu
Amani

It’s so easy to join in. Simply share a selfie of your
“stop hand”, donate and tag your friends to do the same.
Take to as many social media channels as you can to help
this vital message reach as many people as possible.

rington
Shaz Hethe

Visit our website and follow the simple
steps to join in and donate:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
stop-the-devastation
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RESEARCH UPDATES

FUNDING
COMMITTED

Shay Patel

William Low

Professor Silvia Marino’s
team at the Brain Tumour
Research Centre of Excellence
at Queen Mary University
of London (QMUL) is set
to expand with two new
members conducting
research into paediatric
brain tumours.

FOR CHILDHOOD
CANCER RESEARCH

This has been made possible thanks to generous support from
two of our Member Charities, which have committed to fund
two PhD students over
a
four-year period at a
Professor Silvia Ma
rino
cost of £143,657 each.

Shay’s Smiles, which became a
Member Charity this year (read more
on pages 24-25), will fund a PhD student
to undertake research into childhood
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM).

The William Low Trust has also announced
its commitment to fund a researcher working
within the team at QMUL to develop new
treatment strategies to inhibit the progression
of aggressive medulloblastoma.

The charity was set up after the death of 13-year-old
Shayen Patel from a GBM in September 2020.
His family funded treatments abroad having exhausted
the options available in the UK.

The charity was set up in memory of 17-year-old
William Low, who was first diagnosed with an
aggressive medulloblastoma aged five. He fought a
stoic battle and sadly passed away in August 2017, just
six weeks before his 18th birthday.

Niki, Shay’s mum, said: “Shay’s compassion and
kindness was the driver to setting up the Shay’s
Smiles charity before he passed away, and his
legacy is now to help other families going through
the same struggles that we faced. We want to
find real options for children diagnosed with
glioblastoma multiforme and support the families
of children with this heart-breaking diagnosis.

“As a parent told your child has cancer, or a brain
tumour, you assume in this day and age there will
be something to increase the odds and give you
hope. The harsh reality with this tumour is that there
are no such treatments.”

Professor Marino, whose team announced earlier this year a breakthrough in the
way that children with medulloblastoma might be treated in future, said: “A better
understanding of the molecular changes that contribute to medulloblastoma
is vital for developing new targeted therapies for this type of brain tumour.

“The grants from Shay’s Smiles and The William Low Trust are particularly
welcome because historically the retention of gifted scientists in the brain
tumour research arena has been a challenge because of poor funding.”
8
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We are
striving to fund
a network of
dedicated
research centres
in the UK
Together
we will
find
a cure

Brain
tumours are
indiscriminate;
they can affect
anyone at
any age

Subscribe to receive our weekly e-news
and stay up to date with all the latest
research news from Brain Tumour Research:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
subscribe

William’s mum Helen said: “Setting up The William
Low Trust was our way of doing something positive
for other families. Our dearest wish is that William’s
legacy brings hope for families in the future,
who are supporting a loved one diagnosed with
a brain tumour.

“We have a lot of work to do in raising the funds
over the next four years but are committed to
making a significant difference to treatment for
people with medulloblastoma brain tumours”.
We are indebted to Shay’s Smiles and The William
Low Trust for their incredible support in funding the
fight against this devastating disease.
These funding commitments compliment the major
funding boost of £144,000 to fund a PhD student
studying childhood brain tumours announced in Believe
Summer 2021. This investment was possible largely
thanks to a generous donation from The Children’s Brain
Tumour Foundation, which in winding down donated
the balance of its fundraising to Brain Tumour Research.
This combined funding will enable us to
build our capacity and develop a specialist
hub focused on paediatric research.
www.braintumourresearch.org Autumn 2021
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BRAIN UK:

Brain Tumour Research is proud
to fund BRAIN UK, alongside our
Member Charity Charlie’s Challenge.

A GAME-CHANGING
RESOURCE FOR

BRAIN
TUMOUR
RESEARCH

On the initiative of brainstrust, in
2014 tumour biopsies were included
in BRAIN UK; a national virtual
brain tissue registry. It is a unique
and vitally important resource for
researchers working across the UK
and internationally.

Based at the University of Southampton, BRAIN UK
has created and manages a game-changing database
that catalogues more than 120,000 tissue samples held
across the network of NHS Centres in the UK.
BRAIN UK acts as a “matchmaker”, linking suitable samples
to researchers investigating a range of neurological diseases,
including brain tumours. It also has a fast-track ethics service,
enabling research to begin more quickly than would
otherwise be possible.
Many brain tumour patients want to know what they
can do to make a difference for those facing this difficult
diagnosis in the future. They want to know how
they can support research to help find a cure
for this devastating disease.

Just

1%

of the national spend
on cancer research
has been allocated to
this devastating
disease

We are
striving to fund
a network of
seven dedicated
research centres
in the UK

10
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James Nicoll, Professor of Neuropathology,
Southampton, and Director of BRAIN UK explains:
“Accessible, well-categorised brain tumour tissue
is an essential resource for researchers. During an
operation, a tumour sample is taken for diagnosis or
treatment of a brain tumour. Afterwards, the remaining
tissue is stored in NHS Neuropathology Centres.
BRAIN UK does not collect or store any tissue itself, but
instead is a network of these Centres and we facilitate
access to the left-over tissue already held in NHS
archives. Obtaining human tissue for research can
be difficult and we try to make this process easier
so that more potentially life-saving brain tumour
research can be performed.”

“BRAIN UK has supported more than 60 tumour
studies, providing more than 20,000 tumour
samples to researchers. There has been a steady
increase in the number of requests to BRAIN UK
since its inception, reflecting the growing awareness
of its value as a tissue resource amongst the
neuroscience research community.
“We rely on the support of Brain Tumour Research
and its supporters to continue to fund this vital
resource for a growing base of researchers both
in the UK and globally.”

Find out more about BRAIN UK on our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
research/brain-uk and www.brain-uk.org

Subscribe to receive our weekly e-news and
stay up to date with all the latest research news
from Brain Tumour Research:
www.braintumourresearch.org/subscribe
www.braintumourresearch.org Autumn 2021 11
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FIGHTING FORCE HEROES

FACEBOOK
CHALLENGES
RAISE AN
INCREDIBLE
TOTAL

Following the amazing success of
our 10,000 Steps a Day in February
Challenge, which raised more
than £900,000, we were excited
to launch two new Facebook
challenges: Jog 26 Miles in May
and Cycle 274 Miles in August.
Once again, we were bowled over by your reaction
to these challenges and inspired by all those jogging
and cycling so enthusiastically, from brain tumour
patients to their families and friends, from people
who have lost a loved one to individuals who had
no previous connection to the disease at all.
Hundreds of supporters signed up to Jog 26 Miles in
May and an incredible total of £496,000 was
raised to help find a cure for brain tumours.

Trish and
Michael
Mackay

Trish Mackay was motivated to take on the
challenge after losing her husband Michael
to a grade 3 anaplastic astrocytoma in March.
Together with her children, Mark and Leanne,
Trish raised more than £6,000.
12
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Our Cycle 274 Miles in August Challenge has just
finished and more than £160,000 has been raised at
the time of writing, with money still coming in.
Amongst those who got on their bikes was former
Olympian Alan Rapley, who lost his dad Ron to a
GBM in December 2016, just three months after his
diagnosis. Alan, who captained the GB swim team
in 1996, raised more than £600.
M I L E S I N
A U G U S T

Together
we will
find
a cure

Paul in

l

hospita

Keen cyclist
Paul Potter also took
on the challenge. He
was diagnosed with a
meningioma in 2012,
when he was about
to start treatment for
prostate cancer. Paul’s
pedal power raised
more than £700
to help get us closer
to a cure.
Paul Potter

Amy Anderson
and her family

Amongst those who
took part was Amy Anderson, who was diagnosed
with a pituitary tumour in 2007 and has undergone
surgery twice, as well as radiotherapy. Motivated by
her experience and the loss of a friend to the
disease, Amy raised
nearly £1,000.

Sheena Adams
and Nicky
Sale on her
discharge
from hospital

Key worker Sheena Adams
also laced up and raised more than £300 in support
of her colleague Nicky Sale who was diagnosed
with a glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) after
Sheena spotted her symptoms at work.

We’ll be launching our next Facebook
challenge soon… Follow us on Facebook
to be amongst the first to hear about it:

We’d like to say a big thank you
to everyone who took part in
our Jog 26 Miles in May and
Cycle 274 Miles in August
challenges. The funds you
have raised will help us
establish another Centre of
Excellence in 2022.

www.facebook.com/
braintumourresearch
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AMAZING ACHIEVERS

DAUGHTER RAISES
THOUSANDS
IN MEMORY OF
“SUPER DAD”

After losing her beloved
dad to a brain tumour, nineyear-old Sophie Willis took
on a month-long challenge
and raised more than
£4,300 in his memory.

Brain
tumours are
indiscriminate;
they can affect
anyone at
any age

Together
we will
find
a cure

Above: Sophie
completing
44 minutes of
gardening
Left: Jason
and Sophie

Jason Willis’ diagnosis came after
he suffered a seizure in January
2019. He had a craniotomy and,
devastatingly, the histology report
from the biopsy revealed he had a
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM).
Following brain surgery, six weeks
of radiotherapy and a further six
months of chemotherapy, in January
2020, Jason received the heartbreaking news that his aggressive
tumour had continued to grow. As
the UK went into the first COVID-19
lockdown, his condition started to
decline. Jason’s wife, Jen, cared for
him at home for eight-and-a-half
months, while juggling her NHS job
and looking after Sophie and her
sister Harriet, three.

Sophie scattering
44 wildflower seeds
at the memorial park

Sophie said: “I really enjoyed doing all these crazy challenges in
memory of my daddy. He was really important and I miss him so
much. He wasn’t just any dad; he was a super dad and I am very
proud of him. My dad was cool. He would teach me loads of things
and I would always listen.
“Some of my 44 challenges were harder than others, like drawing
44 flowers by hand and watching 44 minutes of Brian Cox’s physics
documentary. Other tasks were really fun, like reading 44 stories to
Mummy and Harriet and doing 44 laps of an assault course. I feel
really pleased to have finished and raised lots of money for charity.”

Jason died on 26th October 2020.

JOIN IN,
DONATE,

help us
fund the fight.
Together we will
find a cure
Jen and Jason
Willis in Ibiza

Your fundraising efforts are vital in helping us get
closer to our vision of finding a cure for this devastating
disease. To find out more, visit our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
fundraise-for-us

14
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In June, Sophie
completed a 44 x
Forty-Four Challenge
to honour her dad.
The challenge saw her
complete 44 repetitions
of 44 physical, mental,
creative and wellbeing
challenges throughout
the month. They were
designed to reflect some
of Jason’s interests,
which included physics,
maths, music, pool,
beatboxing, laughing
and kindness.

Jen, who has set up
The Jason Willis Foundation
Fundraising Group in her
husband’s memory, said:
“Sophie has been absolutely
amazing, coming up with
innovative challenges, which kept
her extremely busy for a whole month.
“She smashed her challenge and
raised a fantastic amount for this hugely
important cause. I’m so proud of her
and I know Jason would be too.”

www.braintumourresearch.org Autumn 2021 15

AMAZING ACHIEVERS

“BRAVE AND BEAUTIFUL”
BROTHER INSPIRES
450-MILE CHALLENGE

Devastated by the loss
of his older brother
to a brain tumour,
an amazing supporter
completed an epic
cycle to raise more
than £7,000 for charity.

On Friday 28 May, Geraint Davies
embarked on a 450-mile “bikepacking”
journey. His challenge saw him pedal coast-to-coast,
setting off from Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, and finishing
five days later at Mumbles Pier, Swansea.
th

His fundraising came after his brother Mark died,
aged 43.
Mark was diagnosed with a brain tumour in October
2005, when he suffered a knock to the head during
a rugby match and had a seizure on the pitch.
He was rushed to hospital where a scan revealed
a brain tumour, which was later identified as a
grade 2 glioma.
Mark lived with the disease for 13 years, during
which time he underwent gruelling treatment and
experienced life-changing effects including severe
epilepsy. Eventually, the disease spread and Mark
spent the final three years of his life in a nursing home.
He passed away in April 2019, surrounded by his
loving family.
Geraint described his brother’s
death as a “complete shock”
and explained how he
struggled to come to terms
with his grief.

16

Brain
tumours are
indiscriminate;
they can affect
anyone at
any age
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Geraint
completed
a 450-mile
cycling
challenge

Mark
Davie
s

John Andrew
Murphy

REMEMBERING JOHN 10 YEARS ON
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the death of
John Andrew Murphy, who passed away from a
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) in December 2011.
Over the years, his good friend Pauline Tombs has
helped to raise more than £10,000 in his memory to
help prevent others from suffering such a tragic loss.
We remember John as we continue to strive towards
our vision of finding a cure.

Together
we will
find
a cure

HELP US
He said: “In the two years since
Mark passed, things haven’t got any easier.
During the COVID-19 lockdown, I struggled with
my grief more and more. I was out for a run over
Christmas, thinking about Mark, when I decided I
needed something positive to focus on. I wanted
to do something to remember him and to support
other families to try and prevent them from going
through what my family has gone through.”

to continue
to fund
life-saving
research

Motivated by his loss, Geraint took on the huge
physical challenge with the aim of raising at least
£5,000 for two causes close to his heart: My Name’5
Doddie Foundation and Brain Tumour Research.
Incredibly, he beat his target and raised more than
£7,200 which will be split between the two charities.
We thank Geraint for his amazing fundraising and for
sharing his brother’s story to help raise awareness.

Read Mark’s story:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
stories/in-our-hearts/mark-davies

Feeling inspired to take on a challenge?
Visit our website to get started:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
fundraise/get-fundraising
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WEAR A HAT DAY WITH FLOWERS

A BLOOMING

Jane Pa

cker

HATTY DAY
Founded during the
2020 lockdown,
we celebrated our
second ever Wear
A Hat Day with
Flowers on Friday
18th June.

Hundreds of supporters took
part, donning their petaled
Panamas, blooming berets,
flowery fedoras, botanical
beanies and lots more
to add a floral flourish to
some truly hattastic events,
bringing the total raised from
our Wear A Hat Day family
of events to £297 thousand
for the financial year.

He said: “I want to do what I can
to help the charity Brain Tumour
Research so patients like Margot
aren’t left with zero treatment
options and their families aren’t
forced to watch them suffer
like she did.”

Heather Turner
swimming
in her hat

Amongst the supporters who took part was Heather
Turner, who was diagnosed with an acoustic neuroma
when she was 24. Following surgery, during which
she nearly died and suffered severe nerve damage,
she has been left with facial palsy and is deaf and
blind on the right side. Along with around 20 friends,
Heather donned her floral hat and braved the waves,
asking people to donate to sponsor a sea swim near
her home town in Devon.

Wear A Hat Day with Flowers was
even more poignant as this year
marked the 10th anniversary of
the death of prominent florist Jane
Packer from a grade 4 glioblastoma
multiforme (GBM). Wear A Hat Day
with Flowers had the support of her
husband, Gary Wallis, who set up
our Member Charity The Jane
Packer Foundation in her memory.
We were also delighted to
have the support of BBC TV’s
Instant Gardener Danny Clarke
once again. Danny lost his
sister Margot McLellan to
a GBM at the age of 52.

Heather Turner

ke

Danny Clar

Rachael Harris

Sally Harris planned an event
at her local pub which included
cakes, crafts workshops and, of
course, flower-adorned hats, all
topped off with a themed pub
quiz. Sally’s fundraising was
in memory of her 34-year-old
daughter Rachael, who died from
a brain tumour in April, following
a four-year battle with the disease.

Thank you to everyone
who took part. The funds
raised will help us in our
mission to establish a
network of seven research
Centres of Excellence
across the UK and increase
the national investment in
brain tumour research to
£35 million a year.

Ho ho, hold onto your hats,
Wear A Christmas Hat Day
will be back on Friday 17th
December 2021. Dust off your
Christmas hats and spread some
cheer with festive fundraising
events at home, school, work or
in your community.

Register at www.wearahatday.org
to stay up to date with all the latest Wear A Hat Day news
18
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FUNDRAISING GROUPS

BEREAVED
FAMILIES
JOIN OUR
FIGHT

Joshua Brow

n

Jason Willis

Thomas MacIntyreValentine

Since the Summer 2021 issue
of Believe Magazine, we have
welcomed three new Fundraising
Groups to our family. Each has
been galvanised into action after
the devastating loss of a loved
one to this cruel disease.

FIGHTING FOR A CURE

Our Fundraising Groups
champion the fight against
brain tumours and raise
funds to help us get closer to
our vision of finding a cure.

For more information and to join our family
of Fundraising Groups, visit:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
become-a-fundraising-group

20
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Kim Brown has set up Fighting for a Cure in memory of
her brother Joshua, who was diagnosed with a brain
tumour in 2015. Joshua underwent surgery but the
tumour could not be fully removed due to its location
on his brainstem. After the tumour grew, he underwent
Gamma Knife treatment, but was told that it had been
unsuccessful. Joshua passed away on 14th March
2019, aged 29.
Kim hopes that the funds raised
will allow others with the same
diagnosis as her brother to enjoy
life to the full and not have their
lives cut short.

Together
we will
find
a cure

JASON WILLIS FOUNDATION
Raising Funds for Brain Tumour Research

THE THOMAS MACINTYRE-VALENTINE
MEMORIAL FUND

Jason Willis was diagnosed with a glioblastoma
multiforme (GBM) in January 2019. Despite brain
surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy, in January
2020, he was told that his aggressive tumour had
continued to grow. He died on 26th October
2020, aged 44, leaving his wife Jen and their
two young daughters.

Following his diagnosis with an inoperable brainstem
glioma in 2012, Thomas MacIntyre-Valentine
underwent radiotherapy and chemotherapy. He
lived with the tumour for eight years, but tragically in
February last year, the tumour started to spread and
he declined quickly. Thomas passed away on 9th June
2020, aged 30.

Jen has launched this Fundraising Group to keep his
legacy alive. She has vowed to continue fundraising in
his honour to help find better treatment options and a
cure for brain tumours.

His wife Sheira has set up The Thomas MacIntyreValentine Memorial Fund to continue his legacy and to
help find a cure for this devastating disease.

Read about Jason’s daughter Sophie’s amazing
fundraising efforts on pages 14-15.
www.braintumourresearch.org Autumn 2021 21

CAMPAIGNING

FINDING THE PATHWAY
TO A CURE
We place great faith in the work of the
All-Party Parliamentary Group on
Brain Tumours (APPGBT).

A new inquiry, provisionally
titled ‘Pathway to a cure
– breaking down the
barriers’, was launched
at the meeting of the
APPGBT in July.
Derek Thomas MP,
Chair of the APPGBT, said the
inquiry will aim to provide clear recommendations
and an action plan to address barriers, seeking to
move from “talk to action” and focusing on solutions
rather than problems.
Challenging
UK Governments
and larger cancer
charities
to invest more in
brain tumour
research

mas MP
Boris Johnson and Derek Tho
ort
Rep
n
itio
with our Pet

Five years on since its landmark report on
funding for research into brain tumours, the
House of Commons Petitions Committee held
an oral evidence session on brain tumour and
childhood cancer research in May.
The session, which heard evidence from campaigners
Peter Realf and Fiona Govan, charity leaders including
Brain Tumour Research Chief Executive
Sue Farrington Smith MBE, and scientific experts,
brought representatives of the National Institute for
Health Research (NIHR) and the Health Minister
Lord Bethell under scrutiny.

22
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At Brain Tumour Research, while we believe these
individuals want to improve the current situation, we
were disappointed by their responses on this occasion.
With less than 25% of the £40 million set aside in 2018
for brain tumour research funding actually having been
allocated, the situation demands a novel approach.
Brain Tumour Research remains determined to influence
change. There is a will to find a cure at the heart of
Government, but we need joined-up thinking to turn
sympathy into a strategy.

Alongside funding for early-stage research, areas
that will come under close attention will include
repurposing of drugs and novel drug delivery, as
well as the quality and size of the brain tumour
research workforce.
A move from talk to action is vital. This inquiry and
subsequent report will represent another step taken
on the road to finding a cure.
Fiona Govan
with her gran
ds
Logan MacLe on
an
who died from ,
brain tumou a
r

PM RECEIVES OUR PETITION REPORT
In a major campaigning milestone, the Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has been presented with our Level Up and
Stop the Devastation Petition Report by Derek Thomas.
Derek said: “Time with the PM is limited and so
alongside APPGBT Officer Holly Mumby-Croft MP,
I was pleased to take this opportunity. I believe the
PM to have a real interest in this matter and look
forward to further engagement with him on the
need to progress better research funding for this
devastating disease.
“How we have accelerated a COVID vaccine into
the arms of the public is a shining example of what
can be achieved with significant funding investment,
an increased sense of urgency and a willingness to
do things differently to make a real difference.
“The recently launched APPGBT inquiry will also be
a piece of work that I will keep the PM abreast of
and I will push for a meeting with him to discuss how
best we can address the inquiry’s recommendations
for this pathway to be adopted.”
Brain Tumour Research remains focused on finding
a cure for all types of brain tumours through
campaigning to increase the national investment in
early-stage brain tumour research. It is this discovery
science that underpins all clinical innovation and
holds the key to unlock the uniquely complex puzzles
that brain tumours pose.
Peter Realf’s son Stephen
died from a brain tumour in 2014

If you would like to campaign with us,
please complete our online form:
www.braintumourresearch.org/campaign-with-us
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MEMBER CHARITY UPDATES

UPDATES FROM OUR
MEMBER CHARITIES
ASTRO BRAIN TUMOUR FUND
Astro Brain Tumour Fund is holding its 15th
annual Norfolk Family Walk on Sunday
26th September. The walk is the biggest
event in the charity’s fundraising calendar,
last year raising more than £23,000.

Last ye r
raised ma
ore
than

£23,000!

The event is held at the Holkham Hall Estate
and participants can choose their distance –
one, three, six or 10 miles – to suit all ages and abilities.
To find out more, visit:
www.astrofund.org.uk/fundraising/
norfolk-family-walk
orfolk
Annual N alk
Family W

BRAINSTRUST
Our Member Charity brainstrust appreciates
how difficult things can be once a patient has been
diagnosed with a brain tumour. From travelling to
and from appointments to knowing who to turn to
and when, it can feel like a juggling act when you
just want to focus your energy on feeling better.
That’s why the charity has created the brainstrust
brain box.

Together
we will
find
a cure

JAMES CLIFFORD
CAMPLING TRUST
Wybers Wood Academy has
awarded the James Campling Shield
for Perseverance to Year 6 pupil,
Mollie Wallis. The award recognises a pupil
who demonstrates the perseverance to carry
on when things get tough.
Diane Campling, Founder of the James Clifford
Campling Trust and recently retired teacher at
the school, said: “Mollie was chosen to receive
the James Campling Shield for Perseverance
because she has many of the same qualities as
James had; she fits the award perfectly.”

MATTHEW’S FRIENDS
Matthew’s Friends is
holding the seventh Global
Symposium on Medical
Ketogenic Dietary Therapies
from 19th to 22nd October.
Bringing together practitioners and researchers from
all over the globe, the symposium aims to contribute to
improving the lives of people with neurological disorders
through scientific and clinical exchange under the theme
of ‘Collaborative Science and Clinical Care’.
Families are welcome to attend either in-person or
online. To find out more and register, visit:
www.globalketo.com

Jam

es C

SHAY’S SMILES
We are delighted to welcome
Shay’s Smiles as a new
Member Charity.
The charity was set up in memory
of 13-year-old Shayen Patel who
passed away on 1st September 2020, just 22 months
after his diagnosis with a glioblastoma multiforme
(GBM). His family funded treatments abroad having
exhausted the options available in the UK.
Shay’s parents, Niki and Deenu, established Shay’s
Smiles in order to find real options for children
diagnosed with GBM and support the families
of children with this heart-breaking diagnosis.
Read Shay’s story:
www.braintumourresearch.org/stories/
in-our-hearts/shay-patel

The brain box is the must-have toolkit for people
living with a brain tumour diagnosis. It contains a
number of essential things to help patients and
their loved ones feel supported, better resourced
and more in control.
To request a brain box, visit:
www.brainstrust.org.uk/
brain-tumour-support/resources/
downloads/the-brain-box/
24
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Shay Patel

If you are interested in collaborating with Brain Tumour
Research as a Member Charity, please contact our Chief Executive
Sue Farrington Smith MBE via sue@braintumourresearch.org
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WALK OF HOPE

STEP
FORWARD
TO HELP
FIND A CURE

Sue and
Mark
Davies

Our Walk of Hope is back
and will take place on
Saturday 25th September.

sister-in-law Kerry Davies
walked around the Jinney Ring
in Bromsgrove and raised
more than £1,100.

Last year, more than a
thousand supporters took
part and raised an incredible
£200 thousand.

Sue’s husband Mark was
planning a walk for 2021, but sadly passed
away this year having been diagnosed with myeloid
leukaemia. He contracted COVID-19 whilst in hospital
for a stem cell transplant. His diagnosis came just six
months after Sue was diagnosed with a brain tumour.
The couple spent their honeymoon walking in the
Yorkshire Dales and would return every year.

This September, we need your help to go one step
further to raise £300 thousand to help us get closer to
opening our fourth UK-based Brain Tumour Research
Centre of Excellence in 2022.
Amongst the supporters who took part was
Dawn Rollason, who walked alongside her family
in memory of her sister Sue Davies.
Sue was 55 when she passed away in July 2020,
just 15 months after being diagnosed with a
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM). Her son Sam,
parents Joan & Sam Gowrie, sister
Dawn Rollason, brother-in-law
John, nephew Charlie and

Dawn said: “Sue was a very special person.
Her death hit us very hard. The walk was lovely,
although obviously tinged with sadness thinking
about how much Sue would have enjoyed it.”
We want to make this the biggest Walk of Hope yet,
with walkers across the UK taking part and creating
a ‘sea of pink’. Wherever you are, please register
and raise vital funds to help us
get closer to a cure.

RAISE FUNDS
FOR THREE
LEADING
NEURO
RESEARCH
CHARITIES

JOIN IN,
DONATE,

Together
we will
find
a cure

help us
fund the fight.
Together we will
find a cure

We’re delighted to be collaborating
once again with Brain Research UK
and Epilepsy Research UK to bring
you the Brainathlon Half. Part of the
Brainathlon series of virtual events, the
Brainathlon Half follows the success of
the Brainathlon which raised more than
£60 thousand last April.
Walk 5 miles, run 7.5 miles and climb 0.6 miles (by
walking up 1,250 stairs or equivalent) to complete the
13.1 miles of the challenge during Brainathlon Half
Week (Monday 25th to Sunday 31st October). Enter
individually or as a relay team of three – it’s up to you.
Everyone who completes the Brainathlon Half
and raises £100 (relay teams who raise £300
cumulatively) will receive a specially commissioned
Brainathlon Half medal. If you can raise more than
£300 (£900 as a relay team), you’ll also receive
a special gift in recognition of your amazing support
of three incredible neuro research charities.
Funds raised will be distributed equally to support
research, improve outcomes and help people affected
by neurological conditions, including epilepsy and
brain tumours.
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To learn more and find out how you can receive your FREE brand new
Brain Tumour Research emoji t-shirt, visit www.walk-of-hope.org

Visit brainathlon.realbuzzevents.com/en/
to find out more and register
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CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS

COULD YOUR
WORKPLACE
HELP FIND A
CURE?

Together
we will
find
a cure

We are seeking businesses to
help transform the lives of those
diagnosed with a brain tumour by
becoming a corporate partner.
We are delighted to announce that Heritage
Customer Experience at LV Financial Services is
coming onboard as a corporate partner this year.
Their support comes as this is a cause close to many
employees’ hearts, including its Head of Heritage
Customer Experience, Christina Dolding.
Christina said:
“Heritage Customer Experience at LV Financial
Services are incredibly excited to be partnering with
Brain Tumour Research. The opportunity to make a
difference both financially, as well as raising
awareness of this dreadful disease, is something we
are looking forward to getting involved with. It is a
subject very close to many of our hearts and we
look forward to sharing how we are working
together in the future.”
Corporate support for our cause often comes about
because a colleague with a connection to this
devastating disease has asked their employer to
support the charity. You can help us get closer to a
cure by asking your workplace to consider a
partnership with Brain Tumour Research.
There are many different ways in which businesses can
support the charity, from nominating us to be your
Charity of the Year to taking part in or sponsoring one
of our events, and from linking your brand to us
through cause-related marketing to donating your
skills or products to help us keep our costs down.
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Jason Rigby, Director of Fundraising and
Supporter Care at Brain Tumour Research, said:
“Collaboration is at the heart
of our values and partnering
with businesses is so important
in helping get closer to our
vision of finding a cure for
brain tumours.
“Not only is a corporate
partnership a great way for a business
to demonstrate its values to staff and customers,
but it can also help to boost a brand’s profile whilst
supporting a great cause. Every partnership is
unique and we work closely with businesses to help
add value, motivate and engage staff, and create
impact that will leave a long-lasting legacy.
“Wherever you work, please encourage your
workplace to get involved and help fund the fight
against brain tumours.”
For more information, please contact Jason Rigby,
Director of Fundraising and Supporter Care, on
jason@braintumourresearch.org

To find out more about how your workplace could
be our next corporate partner, visit our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
corporate-fundraising
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GIFTS OF HOPE

After losing a loved one, some people find comfort
in celebrating their life by supporting a charity close
to their heart.

Vicky and Philip on
their 27th annivers
ary
in November 2017

Last year, we were humbled to receive donations of
more than £350,000 in memory of loved ones lost to
brain tumours. Their tributes will help to fund the fight in
order to prevent future patients and their families from
facing similar devastation.

YOUR
LEGACY
CAN
CHANGE
LIVES

Vicky Stainsby passed away from a glioblastoma
multiforme (GBM) in 2020. A MuchLoved tribute page
set up in her memory has received more than £10,000.

£35 MILLION
a year

Her husband Philip said: “When Vicky died, we were
in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. We were
limited to 30 people at her funeral, but had a wide
circle of friends asking how they could help. Setting
up a tribute fund was an easy way for people to
contribute, not only by donating, but by sharing
their memories, photos and videos.

Writing your Will can
help transform the lives
of brain tumour patients
in the future.

“The memories are hard to read, but the page
shows just how many people loved Vicky and
what an impact she had. To have that reinforced is
hugely supportive and I know that lots of people
have enjoyed reading it and remembering Vicky.

To find out more about setting up a tribute
fund in memory of your loved one, contact
Michael Thelwall, Head of Giving, via
michael.thelwall@braintumourresearch.org
or call 07592 502707.
30
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Ashley Bailey, Director of Finance and
Operations, said: “A gift in your Will is a
wonderful way to provide certainty for our
iley
Ashley Ba
work into the future. At Brain Tumour
Research, we’re thankful to those
supporters who pledge to support us in this way.

Many charities rely on
gifts in Wills to sustain their
work into the future. Last year, Breast Cancer Now
and Blood Cancer UK reported legacy income
of £1.7 million and £6.1 million respectively,
representing 4% and 42% of their overall income.

“The fact that people have donated means a lot
because ultimately that’s what we were doing it for
– to help find a cure. Any difference we can make
is part of Vicky’s legacy.”
Our thanks go to all those who have donated in memory
of a loved one to help fund our vital work to find a cure.

National
brain tumour
research funding
needs to increase to

In the last financial year, legacies accounted for
less than 2% of our total income.

HELP US
to continue
to fund
life-saving
research

h
Vicky wit
r Esme
te
h
g
u
a
d
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Our mission is to establish a network of seven
dedicated Centres of Excellence here in the UK.
By leaving a gift to Brain Tumour Research in your
Will, you can help us ensure the sustainability of our
research programmes in the future, enabling continuous
research which will get us closer to a cure for this
devastating disease.

“Making a Will can be daunting so, to make
it easier for you, we have teamed up with the
National Free Wills Network, meaning we are
able to offer you the opportunity to have a simple
Will written or updated free of charge.
“Please get in touch to find out how you can pass
on something wonderful to future generations.”

To find out more, please email

legacy@braintumourresearch.org
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CHRISTMAS

SEND HOPE
WITH OUR
CHARITY
CHRISTMAS
CARDS
Send your season’s greetings with
our Brain Tumour Research Christmas
cards and with every festive message
you write, you will help to raise
awareness of brain tumours. What’s
more, all proceeds from the sale of
our cards will help to support our vital
work to find a cure for brain tumours.
Choose your favourites from our varied range,
boosted this year by 12 new designs. There are
lots of joyful options on offer with something
to suit everyone’s tastes!
This year, we’re also offering cheerful Christmas
wrapping paper and tags so you can get fully
prepped for the big day. If you’re planning on
giving your loved ones money towards a special
gift, our Christmas money wallets
are the perfect package.

Wraps
& Tags
9
£2.9ck
per pa

GIVE A VIRTUAL
GIFT OF HOPE
Could you
sell some
Christmas
cards
on our
behalf?

Gift wraps are available as Winter Floral,
Fluffy Robins or Santas and Snowmen designs

Visit www.braintumourresearch.org/christmas-cards to see our full range.
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Purchase your Virtual Gifts online:
www.braintumourresearch.org/
donation/virtual-gifts

CHRISTMAS
APPEAL
Christmas is all about
the people we love.

It’s time to celebrate the people
in our lives, cherish our time
together and remember those
who can’t be here.

Wallets
99p
each

ENVIRONMENTAL
CREDENTIALS
All our new Christmas cards
are made in the UK by
Elle Media, the UK’s most
ethical and environmentallyaccredited publisher.
Cellophane wrapping on our
new cards is fully recyclable.

cate

DONATE TO OUR

For more information, please call us
on 01908 867200 or email
supportercare@braintumourresearch.org

Money
wallets are
available as
Christmas Trees
and Christmas
Tweetings designs
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Each Virtual Gift comes with a unique certificate which
you can personalise before you give.

Selling cards is a great way to fundraise for us.
We can supply boxes of mixed designs on sale or
return for you to sell to friends and family, or at your
local Christmas fair, sports club, school or workplace.

Cards come in packs of 10 and cost from £4.00 per pack.
Gift wrap packs are supplied in packs of four and include eight matching tags.
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Our scientists are working at the cuttingedge of research as they strive to find a
cure for brain tumours. This Christmas,
help fund vital research by buying and
giving one of our Virtual Gifts of Hope.

Cards
featured
0
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£25 Gift Certifi
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Every year we give our supporters
the opportunity to donate to our
Christmas Appeal and hang a
customised Bauble of Hope on a
Christmas tree at one of our Centres
of Excellence.
This Christmas, please support our
vital work and spread hope with a
donation to our Christmas Appeal.

To find out more, visit
www.braintumourresearch.org/
christmas-appeal
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IN MEMORY

forever

in our
hearts

We thought of you with love today,
but that is nothing new.
We thought about you yesterday,
and days before that too.
You are forever in our hearts.

From all of us at Brain Tumour Research, our love and
thoughts are with all those who inspire us and with
everyone who continues to support us in memory of
their loved ones and colleagues, year after year.

Patricia Aston

Andrew John Coward

Helen Gotts

Nina Rose Layton

Russell Baker

Alayne Cowey

Callum Haden

Stephen Alan Learmond

Paul Michael
Henry Balch

Bryan Daniel

Kathleen Hall

Auntie Lemon

Robbie Davies

Rachael Harris

Brenda Little

Kaye Downie

Nola Fay Hindley

Yvonne Loker-Boyes

David Edwards

Michael Hopkins

Andrew Lorraine

Christine Elizabeth Elwart

John David Houliston

Nina Louise

Christopher Ferguson

Jon Howard

Gavin Mabbutt

Kathleen Ferry

Phillipa Robyn Jackson

Kenneth Macleod

Paul Firth

Aunty Jane

Kayleigh Marie

Tony Fisher

Robert Leonard Jenkins

Lorenzo (Renzo) Marino

Mike Foster

Alan Jones

Harry Antony Martin

Emma Jane Gilpin

Colin Jones

Kerry Gordon

Dennis Wyn Jones

John Edgar Stephen
McClenaghan

Kevin David Gosling

Erin Patricia Kiggins

Kerry Barentsen
Stuart Bayley
Sarah Bazeley
Janet Bloome
Margaret Boylett
Matty Brigham
Peter Easton Brown
Michael John Carter
Valerie Cashmore
George L Clark
Keith Clarke
Francis Cortenay
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Peter McCormick

Thomas
McIntyre-Valentine
Edward McKay
Jane Ann Meckiff
Stephen Philip Menage
Vicki Meredrew
Ann Miller
Dylan Mitchell
Christine Denise Moseley
Piers Moth
James (Jim) Murray
Wajdi Nackasha
Michael Nardone
Lynn Marie Newham
Christine Onslow

Michael Owens

Julie Rose

Caroline Watson

Lee Patterson

Jason Scott

Penny Watson

Lynsey Patterson

Bill Shaw

Mark White

Christopher Pearce

Lynne Frances Shefford

Ben Williams

Gillian Peck

Percy Sher

Lochlan Peckham

Chris Smith

Doreen Elizabeth
Williamson

Dax Peek

Stuart Styles

Marjorie Phillips

Edna Sweet

Darren Poole

Shirley (Stella) Thatcher

Wayne Mitchell Powell

Chi My Tran

Ronald Protheroe

Lynsey Trimble

Anthony David Quayle

Peter Tucker

Jeffrey William Queen

Charles Wakeley

Charlie Robinson

Duncan Wallace

June Rogers

Graham Ward

Katie Williamson
David Wilson
Nigel Winterburn
Brian Young
Colin Kirby Young
Loved ones here
include those lost to a
brain tumour for whom
we received funeral
donations between
April and July 2021.
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Together we will find a cure
Our Centre of Excellence Partners
DIVISION OF NEUROPATHOLOGY
AND DEPARTMENT OF
NEURODEGENERATIVE DISEASE

Our Member Charities

Our Fundraising Groups
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The Lorn’s Legacy

Fundraising Partners

www.braintumourresearch.org

Tel: 01908 867200 | info@braintumourresearch.org

#FundingTheFight

Brain Tumour Research, Suite 37, Shenley Pavilions,
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