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REMEMBERING 
ALI AND JOHN 
– 20 YEARS ON
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FOREWORD

Thank you for all you do  
to campaign with us  
and fundraise for us.

Together we will  
find a cure.

 

 
Sue Farrington Smith MBE 
Chief Executive
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Challenging
UK Governments
and larger cancer

charities
to invest more in

brain tumour
research

“Just before her eighth birthday 
on 7th June 2001, in the early hours 
our lights went out – a bulb never 
to be replaced, a scar never to 
heal, a hole never to be filled,  
our jigsaw – a piece missing  
never again to be complete.”  
Julie, Gary, Matthew and Graham Phelan  
– extract from Ali’s story:

Twenty years ago we lost my sister’s little girl Alison 
Phelan. She had been diagnosed with a brain stem 
glioma 10 months earlier in August 2000. We were 
shocked and horrified to discover how little funding 
went into research into brain tumours despite it being 
the biggest cancer killer of children and adults under 
the age of 40. Determined to help others we set up 
Ali’s Dream.

The charity was instrumental in establishing the  
Brain Tumour All-Party Parliamentary Group and  
led the coming together of brain tumour charities  
to launch Brain Tumour Research. 

Ali’s Dream has raised more than £1 million  
to fund vital research into childhood brain  
tumours. Between 2002 and 2009, they  
supported 10 research projects at UK  
universities and in 2010, in collaboration  
with Charlie’s Challenge and Brain Tumour  
Research, they established the first Brain  
Tumour Research Centre within the  

University of Portsmouth, specifically supporting 
research at the Alison Phelan Memorial Lab.

The strength that Julie and Gary showed  
so soon after losing Ali and their determination  

to find a cure will always inspire me.

Whilst my family were dealing with the distressing 
diagnosis of Ali, unbeknown to me, the Chairman of 
our charity, Wendy Fulcher was dealing with similar 
devastating news as her husband John was diagnosed 
with a glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) brain tumour 
in August 2000 and died just 10 months later, in June 
2001, age 52.

She tells me that while John was ill and after his death 
she learnt how little was known about brain tumours 
and how little research funding was available. Brain 
tumour research was seriously under-funded and she 
was shocked to learn there was no national charity 
dedicated to this area.

In 2004, in collaboration with John’s surgeon Kevin 
O’Neill she launched founding Member Charity BTRC 
(Brain Tumour Research Campaign). They have raised 
more than £3 million and launched the John Fulcher 
Laboratory at Imperial College in 2009. She is proud 
that this became a Brain Tumour Research Centre of 
Excellence in 2015 and is part of John’s legacy.

“Although you have to have 
hope, I knew in my heart of 
hearts right from the beginning 
that I was going to lose John.  
We never talked about him 
dying as he continued to believe 
he would get through it.”  
Wendy Fulcher – extract from  
John’s story:

Professor Geoff Pilkington 
opening the Memorial 
Laboratory at the 

University of Portsmouth

to continue
to fund

life-saving
research

HELP US

Twenty years on and the fate of children 
and adults diagnosed with these tumours 
has not improved and the five-year 
survival rate is just 12% compared to  
50% for other cancers.

Every year, 16,000 people are diagnosed with 
a brain tumour. These families do not have time 
on their hands – do we really need to continue 
the existing rhetoric that has failed them for a 
generation and wait another 20 years before  
a cure is found?

These families need a cure now, they don’t want 
to be told by their clinician to go and make 
memories, they deserve to be told what the 
treatment options are, treatments that will extend 
their loved ones’ lives by more than mere months.

That is why in August 2020, Brain Tumour 
Research launched our #BrainTumourPetition 
which attracted 112,260 signatures calling on the 
Government to make this the time to level up and 
stop the devastation (see pages 6-7).

Inspired by Ali, John and the many families we 
have met along the way, Brain Tumour Research 
has been a driving force  
for change, shining  
a spotlight on the  
urgent need for  
more funding  
for research into  
brain tumours.

Alison 
Phelan 

Brain
tumours are

indiscriminate;
they can affect

anyone at
any age

John Fulcher

www.braintumourresearch.org/
stories/in-our-hearts/alison-phelan 

www.braintumourresearch.org/
stories/in-our-hearts/john-fulcher



CAMPAIGNING
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CAMPAIGNING 
MILESTONE 

REACHED WITH 
THOUSANDS 
DEMANDING  

A CURE
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This year saw 
us reach a 
campaigning 
landmark when 
112,260 people 
came together to 
demand action from 
the Government to 
fund research  
to help find a cure.

On Thursday 15th April, Brain Tumour Research was 
proud to launch its Level Up and Stop the  
Devastation Petition Report. 

The day was marked with a flurry of national television 
coverage, radio interviews and supporters sharing their 
stories in print and online. The brain tumour community 
also came together to create a buzz of activity on  
social media.

The document was circulated to all MPs following a  
major campaigning milestone when Prime Minister  
Boris Johnson confirmed he will receive the Report from  
Derek Thomas MP, Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Brain Tumours at PMQs on 24th March. 

This is a significant achievement by our community.  

Since cancer spend records began in 2002,  
£680 million has been invested in breast cancer  
and only £96 million has been spent on researching 
brain tumours; a difference of £35 million a year  
over 17 years. 

 The Level Up and Stop the Devastation Petition  
 Report calls on the Government to:

•  Introduce a new brain tumour research levelling  
up fund of £105 million

•  Increase the national investment into brain tumour 
research to £35 million a year

•  Demonstrate joined up thinking for investment 
across the brain tumour research pipeline

 
We are immensely proud of this powerful document, 
which features images and comments from supporters 
affected by brain tumours.

Among them is Edward Ruggiero, who was diagnosed 
with a grade 3 anaplastic astrocytoma in 2017. He was 
given a prognosis of three to five years and now feels he 
is living on borrowed time. 

Edward, who has chosen not to continue with a 
punishing chemotherapy regime, said: “It seems so 
brutal that, in a world in which we have achieved 
so many things, the only treatment for brain cancer 
is to cut it out by surgery, burn it with radiation and 
poison it with chemotherapy.

“With such a limited life expectancy, why would 
I waste any of that precious time putting myself 
through more horrific treatment for the sake of a 
few more months? Some days it’s as much as I can 
do to get out of bed and  
that seems pitiful for a  
33-year-old man at what  
should be the prime of  
my life. My brain tumour  
has robbed me of my  
career, my prospects  
and, ultimately, it will  
rob me of my life.”

To read the full Report, please visit our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/

campaigning/brain-tumour- 
research-petition-report

Edward  
shortly before 

his surgery

Edward Ruggiero’s 
story is shared in 

the Report

Challenging
UK Governments
and larger cancer

charities
to invest more in

brain tumour
research



RESEARCH UPDATES

Researchers have 
discovered a 
biomarker which 
helps to distinguish 
whether meningioma 
– the most common 

form of adult primary brain tumour – 
is grade 1 or grade 2.

The grading is significant because 
lower grade tumours can sometimes 
remain dormant for long periods, not 
requiring high risk surgery or harsh 
treatments such as radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy. Tumours classified as 
grade 2 can progress to become 
cancerous and more aggressive 
treatment may be needed in order  
to try to control their spread.

Currently, the options for 
meningioma patients are to ‘watch 
and wait’, to undergo radiotherapy 
or have surgery in an attempt  

to remove the tumour. Between  
70 and 85% of meningioma cases 
are lower grade so, if the blood 
test – or liquid biopsy –is carried out 
these patients may well be spared 
surgery or radiotherapy. 

The team at Plymouth, led by 
Professor Oliver Hanemann, has 
published its work on this novel 
biomarker known as the protein 
Fibulin-2 (FBLN2) in the International 
Journal of Molecular Sciences. 
Although FBLN2 has been linked 
to other types of cancer, the team 
believes that this study is the first 
to link the FBLN2 protein as a 
biomarker for meningioma.

The results build on the important 
work of the Plymouth Centre to 
identify non-invasive biomarkers  
of different grades of meningioma. 

Using tumour samples, cancer  
cells grown in the laboratory and 
liquid biopsies from patients, the 
scientists were able to distinguish 
grade 1 from grade 2 tumours. 
In a smaller sub-study, the 
researchers have shown that levels 
of the biomarker could differentiate 
between slower growing and faster 
growing grade tumours as defined 
by genetic make-up. 

Prof Hanemann said:  
“In this study, we identified 
FBLN2 as a novel biomarker 
that can distinguish grade 2 
from grade 1 meningiomas. 
Higher levels of this biomarker 
were found in tumour samples 
from grade 2 meningioma 
compared with the grade 1 
form. We also showed that 
higher levels of FBLN2 can be 
detected in blood samples from 
grade 2 meningioma patients, 
compared to those from grade 
1 meningioma patients. The 
identification of FBLN2 as a 
biomarker for meningioma has 
significant potential to improve 
the diagnosis, treatment, 
prognosis and follow-up  
of meningiomas.”

An exciting research breakthrough from the 
Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence 
at the University of Plymouth could see a 
simple blood test reduce, or in some cases 
replace, the need for intrusive surgery when 
determining the best course of treatment for 
patients with meningioma.
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MENINGIOMA 
BREAKTHROUGH 
COULD SPARE 
PATIENTS 
SURGERY

Liyam Laraba at the 
University of Plymouth  
using a confocal microscope

Meningioma cell 
seen using confocal 
microscopy

Victoria Bradley was diagnosed with a meningioma  
in 2017 and underwent surgery six weeks later. She has 
lifelong side effects including debilitating seizures.

She said: “My diagnosis and operation has changed 
everything about my life. Going through neurosurgery 
is a massive thing. I live in constant fear, no longer 
feel comfortable going out on my own and always, 
always, have an emergency alarm with me to call  
help in case I have a seizure.

“It is absolutely wonderful and incredible to think that, one day, 
patients like me might not have to go through surgery.”

For support, information and resources for those living with a meningioma: 
www.brainstrust.org.uk/meningioma-support

Prof Hanemann and his team  

at the University of Plymouth

To receive the latest research updates,  
please subscribe to our weekly e-news:

www.braintumourresearch.org/subscribe 

Prof Hanemann

A regular donation to  
Brain Tumour Research helps to 
sustain our campaigning and 

the vital work undertaken at our 
Centres of Excellence. If you would 

like to set up a monthly donation 
to help us make more research 

breakthroughs  
like this, please visit:  

www.braintumourresearch.
org/donate-now  

or call us on 01908 867200.

Victoria 
Bradley



RESEARCH UPDATES

The findings could see a breakthrough in the way that 
children with medulloblastoma – the most common high-
grade tumour in children – are treated in future.

The researchers’ work on how inositol hexaphosphate 
(IP6), a naturally occurring compound present in  
almost all plants and animals, inhibits medulloblastoma 
through suppression of epigenetic-driven metabolic 
adaptation, was published in the high impact journal 
Nature Communications.

Prof Marino said: “We have  
identified a novel way that  
group 4 medulloblastoma is able  
to adapt its metabolism and grow  
uncontrollably. Significantly, we  
have also shown how this energy  
supply can be blocked. These  
exciting results bring hope of  
developing new targeted treatments  
for patients with this aggressive  
paediatric brain tumour.”

These exciting results are great news and bring  
some much-needed hope for the future. It is hoped  
that a clinical trial could be up and running in as little  
as three years.

Thirteen-year-old Ollie Gardiner lost his life to a 
medulloblastoma in November 2017. His family 
donated £187,000 to Brain Tumour Research which 
is funding post-doctoral researcher Sara Badodi who 
works alongside Prof Marino.

Professor Silvia Marino and her team at our 
Centre of Excellence at Queen Mary University 
of London (QMUL) have found a new way to 
starve cancerous brain tumour cells of energy 
in order to prevent further growth.
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Thanks to generous funding from our 
Member Charity: The Children’s 
Brain Tumour Foundation, Prof 
Marino’s lab will welcome a new 
team member to conduct research 
into childhood brain tumours.

The Children’s Brain Tumour 
Foundation was set up by Cheryl 
and Paul Davis with other parents, 
doctors and researchers to raise 
awareness and fund research into 
childhood brain tumours, following 
the diagnosis of their son Miles, 
aged five. Miles is now 16 and 
studying hard at secondary school. 

Having made the difficult decision 
to wind down their charity, they are 
transferring their remaining funds  
of £114,000 to Brain Tumour 
Research to fund a four-year  
PhD studentship at QMUL in order 
to progress work being done on the 
epigenetics of medulloblastoma.  
This research will also impact on 
other childhood brain tumours, 
including ependymoma.

Our heartfelt thanks go to The 
Children’s Brain Tumour Foundation 
for its enormous support and 
commitment to our cause. These 
funds will increase the research 
capacity at our QMUL Centre and 
will enable our researchers  
to explore further breakthroughs  
in the fight against childhood  
brain tumours.

We are also working with a 
potential new Member Charity 
Shay’s Smiles to fund a second  
PhD student to undertake research 
into childhood glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM).

Sara Badodi and  
Prof Silvia Marino

You can read more about this research on our website:
www.braintumourresearch.org/research-news

NEW FUNDING  
TO GROW  
RESEARCH 
TEAM

Our Member Charities play a vital role in helping us build  
a game-changing network of world-class Centres of  

Excellence in the UK and add weight to our campaigning.  
To find out more, visit our website:  

www.braintumourresearch.org/member-charities 

Prof Silvia Marino

Just 
1%

of the national spend
on cancer research 

has been allocated to
this devastating

disease 

EXCITING 
CHILDHOOD 
CANCER 
DISCOVERY

We are 
striving to fund 
a network of 

seven dedicated 
research centres 

in the UK

Miles Davis



RESEARCH UPDATES

Our 360° virtual lab tour of the 
Brain Tumour Research Centre 
of Excellence at the University 
of Plymouth lets viewers get 
close up to our research without 
having to travel to the South 
West of the UK.
The innovative and inspiring experience allows 
supporters to click their way through the lab watching 
videos of researchers explaining how they are working 
to gain a deeper understanding of the disease, 
developing new treatments and therapies and ultimately 
getting closer to finding a cure. 

Fully interactive, the virtual tour also enables supporters 
to discover more information about the equipment that 
scientists use every day to make ground-breaking steps 
in brain tumour research, and visit the Wall of Hope to 
see tiles which have been placed by supporters who 
have sponsored a day of research (read more about 
sponsoring a day on pages 36-37).

The video’s creator and producer Rachael White,  
Digital Marketing Manager at Brain Tumour Research, 
said: “This is a special tour that lets you explore  
the lab virtually. It’s as if you were on a real lab 
tour without having to leave home. The viewer  
is in control and can find out more about  
different areas in the lab, what  
individual scientists are focusing  
on and the pieces of research  
equipment necessary to conduct  
cutting edge research, as they  
use their mouse to navigate  
their way around.”
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Dr Claudia Barros  
and Lucy Provenzano 
Photo credit: 
University 
of Plymouth

Although planned and produced before the COVID-19 
pandemic, the virtual lab tour has proven even more 
important during these times. Whilst in-person tours, 
which provide so much hope and inspiration, are 
not possible, this innovative technology has enabled 
supporters to enjoy the experience online and discover 
how the funds they have raised are helping to get us 
closer to a cure.

Professor Oliver Hanemann, Principal Investigator at  
the Plymouth Centre, said: “The team were really 
happy to get involved to support this project and, 
although some were a bit camera shy to begin with, 
we are all very pleased with the video and  
the ability it has given us to share our research  
with the Brain Tumour Research supporters who 
are helping to fund our vital work.”

DISCOVER  
GROUND- 
BREAKING  
RESEARCH  
AT HOME

fund
research centres

to put an end to
brain tumours
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Go behind the scenes at our Plymouth Centre  
and take the virtual tour on our website:

www.braintumourresearch.org/research/
university-of-plymouth-virtual-lab-tour 

Participants 
in the video 
tour at the 
University 
of Plymouth

Rachael White 
interacting 
with the 360°  
lab tour

Explore the 
laboratories at 
the University of 
Plymouth virtually



WALKS OF HOPE

This year, our Walks of Hope will take place 
on Saturday 25th September. Once again 
we’re hoping to create a ‘sea of pink’ as our 
wonderful walkers step forward to help find 
a cure for brain tumours.
Last year, our Walks of Hope went virtual for the first time and despite the 
challenges posed by COVID-19, our amazing family of Fighting Force 
heroes raised more than £180,000 to help fund the fight.
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To take part, please register online at
www.braintumourresearch.org/

walksofhope

Amongst those who took part  
was Gemma Ford, who raised £750 in memory  
of her mum Gill, who was diagnosed with a brain tumour in February 
2020 and underwent surgery. She returned home, but had to go back 
into hospital just before the beginning of lockdown in March. Her family 
was devastated to learn that there was no further treatment available 
and she was transferred to a nursing home for palliative care. Gill passed 
away in May 2020, just three months after her diagnosis.

Gemma said: “Due to lockdown and visiting restrictions, I only got to 
see Mum three more times after she went into the nursing home and 
she was often too poorly to speak on the phone. The last time I saw 
her was the afternoon before she passed away. It was comforting to 
know I saw her just before she went.

“I wanted to give something back and raise awareness because the 
outcomes for so many brain tumour patients are so poor. Along with 
a number of Mum’s friends, I took part in a Walk of Hope beside the 
sea near where Mum lived to raise funds for Brain Tumour Research. 
It was a nice day to remember her properly and do something 
positive in her memory.”

STEP OUT  
TO HELP  
FIND A CURE  
THIS SEPTEMBER

Once you have signed up, our dedicated 
Community Development Manager for your 
region will be in touch to share more details 
in the run up to the day, as well as tips on 
keeping safe and making the most of your 
fundraising to help you smash your target.

Wherever you are, we would like  
you to take part in our 2021 Walks. 

You can choose your own leisurely route and cover 
whatever distance you like. You can go it alone 
or with your family and friends, whilst following 
Government guidelines. 

Please join our Walks of Hope this September and 
help us raise lots of money to forward the amazing 
work our researchers are doing to find a cure for 
brain tumours.



WEAR A HAT DAY

Sharing their fabulous hat selfies, Julie Morris and  
her partner Malcolm Watson got involved and asked 
their friends to donate on the day. Having undergone 
treatment for a low-grade meningioma,  
Malcolm now needs 24/7 care  
due to the impact of his brain tumour.

David James was inspired to take 
part in memory of his good friend 
Paul Plowman, who passed away 
from a GBM in 2015. He organised 
a Wear A Hat Day event which 
saw frontline NHS workers at 
COVID-19 vaccination centres in Greenwich and 
Eltham donning their hats to help fight brain tumours.

We were also delighted once again to be supported 
by our partners Hobbycraft who hosted virtual 
competitions for customers and staff, posting about 
Wear A Hat Day on social media. 

Thank you to everyone who took part  
in Wear A Hat Day. Your efforts really  
will help to make a difference to brain  
tumour patients and their families.

This year, Wear A Hat Day paid tribute to key 
workers who played a pivotal role throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. With poignant 
photos taken by Venture Studios, we worked 
with key worker families to share their brain 
tumour stories to raise awareness and inspire 
others to take part.

For the second year running, we were 
inspired by the enthusiasm and dedication of 
the supporters who pulled together, despite 
ongoing COVID-19  
restrictions, to host  
physical and virtual  
hattastic events at home,  
at school and at work.
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HATS OFF 
TO OUR 
INCREDIBLE 
FUNDRAISERS
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Our special issue  
of collectable key workers  
pin badges still available online

On Friday 26th March, thousands  
of Brain Tumour Research supporters 
across the UK donned their hats to 
raise more than £170,000, bringing 

the total so far this year for 
our Wear A Hat Day family 
of events to £245,000.

Photos: V
enture Studios

At home, the family of 18-month-old  
Roux Owen hosted hatty celebrations and 
raised funds after the toddler’s latest scan 
images revealed no remaining tumour.  
Roux was diagnosed with a rare  
brain tumour when he was just  
four weeks old and spent  
more than six months in 
 hospital, enduring  
 10 operations.

Also joining in the fun was Hagbourne Pre-school, 
Didcot, where tots decorated their own hats and 
enjoyed a delicious bake sale. They were fundraising 
in support of 22-month-old Albie Bayliss-Watts,  
who is undergoing gruelling chemotherapy for a  
rare brain tumour. 

Having completed a sponsored challenge to walk 
500,000 steps, staff and children at Macclesfield 
Day Nursery celebrated whilst wearing their party 
hats. They were inspired to fundraise after one of the 
parents, Liza Savin, lost her mum Gaynor Goodier  
 to a glioblastoma multiforme  
 (GBM) in April 2017.

Amongst those getting hatty 
were pupils and staff at Friarage 
Community Primary School in 
Scarborough, who wore their 
favourite headgear and donated in 
memory of Jessica Saye, a student 
lost to the disease. Jessica passed 
away from a high-grade  
glioma on 15th February  
2021, aged nine. 

Hagbourne Pre-School  
and Albie Bayliss-Watts

Julie Morris and 
Malcolm Watson

Back by popular demand! Wear A Hat Day with Flowers  
will take place on Friday 18th June. Register online now and start planning:

www.wearahatdaywithflowers.org 

Roux Owen

Aria Nikjooy 
(pictured above), who 
was part of our Wear 
A Hat Day campaign, 
sadly passed away  
in February 2021.



FIGHTING FORCE HEROES
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Faced with an  
uphill task to  
recoup lost income  
of around £1 million  
caused by the COVID-19  
pandemic, we launched  
a new digital campaign.
We were excited to see how many people would 
take part but were astounded by just how many 
supporters – old and new – got involved.
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Brain
tumours are

indiscriminate;
they can affect

anyone at
any age
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 Ten-year-old  
 Charlie Clayton  
was diagnosed with a craniopharyngioma brain 
tumour in March last year and underwent surgery  
and proton beam therapy. He completed the 
challenge with his mum Stacy and doubled his 
fundraising target to reach almost £1,150.

SUPPORTERS  
PUT THEIR 
BEST FOOT 
FORWARD  
TO RAISE 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the 
10,000 Steps a Day in February Challenge! 
Your incredible fundraising efforts will help  
our researchers make a real difference in our 
mission to increase the national investment in 
brain tumour research to £35 million a year  
and build a network of seven research Centres 
of Excellence across the UK.

The 10,000 Steps a Day in February 
Challenge raised more than 
£900,000 to become our largest 
ever single fundraising campaign. 
What an extraordinary feat and 
demonstration, yet again, that the 
brain tumour community is one of 
resilience and determination and at 
its strongest even in times of restriction 
and hardship.

Lisa Bennett and 

Jacquie Amor

Charlie and  
Stacy Clayton

£900,000+£900,000+
Among those who took on 
the 10,000 Steps a Day in 
February Challenge was Lisa 
Bennett, who raised £650. She 
was inspired to take part after 
her mum Jacquie Amor was 
diagnosed with three inoperable 
brain tumours last summer. 

After her 21-year-old son, James, was diagnosed 
with a grade 3 oligodendroglioma in November 
2020, Michelle Griffiths was inspired to take on the 
challenge and raised more than £1,500. James 
underwent surgery which removed 80% of the 
tumour, followed by radiotherapy and is currently 
undergoing chemotherapy treatment.

Sharon Exelby (pictured above) 
took part in support of her seven-
year-old granddaughter, Betsy 
Griffin. Betsy was diagnosed 
with a diffuse optic nerve glioma, 
aged two, which took away her 
sight and damaged her pituitary 
gland. Betsy’s resilience shines 
through in the uplifting videos she 
shares on her ‘Betsy’s Positive 
Videos’ YouTube channel. Her 
‘Nanny Sharon’ raised £750  
to help fund the fight.

Sixteen-year-old Maisie Dury (main picture)  
also completed the challenge, having overcome 
a brain tumour when she was a toddler. Maisie 
was diagnosed with a low-grade central 
neurocytoma in 2007 and underwent surgery 
which successfully removed the tumour. 

Happily, she recovered 
well and has gone on to 
have a healthy and happy 
childhood, with no tumour 
recurrences ever since. 
Maisie raised £1,500, 
ten times her original 
target of £150.

Michelle Griffiths 
and son James

(L to R) Betsy Griffin,  Nanny Sharon and sister Ava

Main picture:   
Maisie Dury

Our Jog 26 Miles in May Challenge is well 
underway and we’re planning our Cycle 274 

Miles in August Challenge.

If you would like to fundraise for Brain Tumour 
Research, please visit our website to find out more:

www.braintumourresearch.org/
fundraise
or contact

fundraising@braintumourresearch.org



AMAZING ACHIEVERS

An incredible 71-year-old grandfather has reached 
the halfway mark of his year-long swimming 
challenge to raise funds for Brain Tumour Research 
after his grandson was diagnosed with the disease 
for the second time last year.
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Fancy taking on a challenge to help us find a cure?  
Visit our website to find out more and sign up:

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
fundraise/take-on-a-challenge

Alan Holmes  
is aiming to swim a  
total of 100 kilometres  
in open water. He is  
braving temperatures as low as 2°C as he wades into the North Sea 
most days throughout 2021. Before starting his challenge in November 
2020, Alan hadn’t swum seriously for 55 years and never in open water.

He was inspired to fundraise because his 18-year-old grandson 
Matthew Pullan is being treated for a brain tumour for the second time. 
Matthew was first diagnosed with an ependymoma brain tumour when 
he was just three years old. The tumour was successfully operated on and 
after a gruelling course of radiotherapy, he recovered well and enjoyed 
several years of stable MRI scans.

Devastatingly, clinicians found a new high-grade brainstem tumour 
in June 2020 and Matthew underwent further surgery, followed by 
chemotherapy treatment.

Reacting to his grandfather’s fundraising, Matthew said: “I’m very 
impressed by my grandpa, giving up his time to try and find a cure 
for something that I’ve been told will eventually kill me. I’m amazed 
by the challenge; he’s a man in his seventies and he’s swimming 
in cold, dangerous waters. I certainly couldn’t do it. I love him so 
much. What a great person to be able to look up to!”

Alan has already raised nearly £7,000 on his JustGiving page –  
seven times his original target. If you would like to support his  
amazing efforts, you can donate via his JustGiving page:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Alan-Holmes7

Alan cold water swimming

Matthew  
after surgery 

in 2020

to continue
to fund

life-saving
research

HELP US

Alan with his grandsons  
(L to R) Alex, Daniel  
and Matthew

Alan said: “Matthew has faced 
such hardship and the way in 
which he has coped is really 
admirable. He has been told 
his prognosis is ‘poor’ but he 
is determined to live life to the 

full and not to be defined by his 
cancer. He is currently going 
through chemotherapy, while 
studying and blogging about  
his diagnosis and treatment.  

I am so proud of him.”

Alan was also inspired to fundraise 
after Matthew’s brother Alex 
completed a 5k-a-day challenge 
for Brain Tumour Research for a 
period of six weeks, coinciding 
with Matthew’s radiotherapy 
treatment, and raised an incredible 
£15,000 for the charity.

Alan Holmes in the sea

UNSTOPPABLE  
GRANDAD’S 
FUNDRAISING 
GOING SWIMMINGLY



AMAZING ACHIEVERS

If you would like  
to support William’s  

amazing efforts, there’s  
still time to donate  

to his JustGiving page: 
www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/ 
William-Priddy1

An amazing 13-year-old has 
raised more than £8,700 with 
a lockdown challenge to help 
find a cure after his dad was 
diagnosed with a brain tumour.
Since 5th January, William Priddy has run a mile  
a day around his garden to raise vital funds for  
Brain Tumour Research. The youngster’s challenge 
came after his family received the shocking news  
that his dad Greg had a cancerous brain tumour  
on Christmas Eve 2020. William was encouraged 
by a teacher to “do something positive”.
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Greg, Amelia, 
William & 
Joanne Priddy
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SON’S EPIC 
CHALLENGE 
AFTER DAD’S  
BRAIN TUMOUR 
DIAGNOSIS

Greg was diagnosed with a primary brain CNS lymphoma 
(PCNSL), located deep within his brain. The location of his 
tumour means that surgery is not possible due to the risk of 
permanent brain damage. He began chemotherapy treatment 
in January.

Having originally planned to finish his challenge on 31st March, 
William extended his challenge to run for a whole year and 
plans to finish on 4th January 2022. During May, William 
decided to raise the stakes and run 104 miles – the equivalent of 
four marathons.

Not only that, but William’s amazing fundraising efforts have 
been featured on the front page of his local newspaper and on 
his local radio. 

Sporting legends have shown their support on Twitter with stars 
including England Rugby and Harlequins player Danny Care, 
former rugby union player Will Carling, six-times Olympic gold 
medallist Chris Hoy and double Olympic decathlon champion 
Daley Thompson congratulating William on his fundraising.

Together
we will

find
a cure

William & 
Amelia Priddy

William and his dad, Greg

William’s mum Jo said: “I am so  
proud of William and his  

determination to do something really 
meaningful. He originally started 

running 1km a day, but after six days, 
he upped it to a mile a day and is 
planning to continue his challenge  

for a whole year. 

“William is so grateful to everyone 
who has donated to his fundraising 
page, many anonymously, which  
has meant he hasn’t been able to  

thank them individually. Raising money 
for a worthwhile cause has really  

given him a focus.”

Feeling inspired? Visit our website  
to find out about upcoming fundraising challenges: 

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
fundraise/take-on-a-challenge 



FIGHTING FORCE HEROES
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#BRAINATHLON 
RAISES JOIN IN,

DONATE,
help us

fund the fight.
Together we will

find a cure£60,000£60,000
FOR LEADING  
NEURO CHARITIES
This year, we were delighted 
to collaborate with Epilepsy 
Research UK and Brain 
Research UK to launch the first 
ever Brainathlon, a virtual 
challenge to raise funds for 
three of the UK’s leading  
neuro research charities.
Taking place from Monday 19th April to Sunday  
25th April, participants were challenged to walk  
10 miles, run 15 miles and climb 1.2 miles (by  
walking up 2,500 individual stairs or equivalent)  
to complete the full 26.2 miles of the Brainathlon.

More than £60,000 was raised by individuals 
and teams taking part. This incredible total will be 
shared equally between the three charities to support 
research, improve outcomes and help people affected 
by neurological conditions, including brain tumours 
and epilepsy.
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Elizabeth Lorraine was inspired to fundraise 
after her dad Andy was diagnosed with two 

brain tumours, both stage 4 glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM), in October 2020. Andy 
underwent surgery the following month to 
remove as much of the primary tumour as 
possible but was told the second tumour is 

inoperable. He was also given radiotherapy. 
Tragically, Andy passed away on 20th April, 

not long after Elizabeth had completed 
the first leg of her Brainathlon. Despite 

the devastating circumstances, Elizabeth 
completed her Brainathlon and raised more 

than £2,100 in her dad’s memory.

Eleven-year-old Amy Hayes was 
inspired to fundraise after her uncle, 
Philip Tyler, was diagnosed with a 
GBM last March. Amy completed 
her challenge during the Easter 
school holidays and raised £400 – 
four times more than the target she 
originally set herself.

Amy, who is also selling handmade 
cards, treat jars and other craft 
items to raise funds for Brain Tumour 
Research, said: “My goal is to 
raise £2,740 to sponsor a day of 
research at one of the Brain Tumour 
Research Centres of Excellence. 
Once I hit this target, I will get to 
place a special tile on the Wall 
of Hope, which will be incredibly 
special to me and my family.”

The family of Andy Ager also 
took on the challenge. Andy 
passed away from a GBM in 
September 2020, just weeks 
after he was diagnosed. His 
stepdaughter Abigail Lock 
joined forces with her mum, 
Julie, and partner, Joe, to 
complete a leg of the challenge 
each and raised more than 
£600 in Andy’s memory.

Amy Hayes 
running her 
Brainathlon

Fancy taking on a  
fundraising challenge?  
Head to our website  

to see what’s coming up: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/

take-on-a-challenge

Andy and Julie Ager

Elizabeth 
Lorraine 
and her 

dad, Andy



FUNDRAISING GROUPS
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Perry Brown

If you would like to join our family of  
Fundraising Groups, please contact the team  

on 01908 867200 or email 
supportercare@braintumourresearch.org 

Perry Brown was diagnosed with a grade 4 
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) brain tumour  
in October 2019. He underwent a course of 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy. Unfortunately, 
surgery was not an option. Perry passed away in July 2020, 
nine months after his diagnosis, aged 60 — leaving his wife of 
31 years, Tracey and their children, Carly, Luke and Claire and  
his four grandchildren — who he wholeheartedly adored.

Together
we will

find
a cure

DEVASTATED 
FAMILY JOINS 
THE FIGHT

His family have set up the Fundraising Group Perry’s 
Legacy in his memory. They have already raised more 
than £4,000 for Brain Tumour Research in funeral 
donations. Now, they hope to continue to raise 
vital funds in his name to prevent other families from 
experiencing the heartache of losing a loved one to 
a brain tumour. 

Perry’s daughter, Carly Busby, said: “This is such an 
important cause to my family and incredibly close to 
our hearts. For a disease that is so aggressive and 
debilitating it’s so important that we help raise funds 
so researchers can work on finding a cure for the 
beast that is GBM.

“It may be too late to save Dad, but it means the 
world to know that by raising money in his name we 
could save another family from going through the 
same devastation. That will be Dad’s legacy.”

We look forward to an exciting future working 
with Perry’s Legacy.

Brain Tumour Research relies on the support of so many 
people who have been affected by brain tumours, either 
personally or through a loved one. We are particularly 
reliant on those who set up Fundraising Groups under 
our umbrella to raise desperately-needed funds.

Our Fundraising Groups help to champion the fight 
against brain tumours. They raise thousands for 
our cause, helping us build a network of experts in 
sustainable research at dedicated Centres of Excellence 
and support us as we influence UK Governments and 
larger cancer charities to invest more nationally.

Tracey, Luke, Carly, Claire and Perry
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CAMPAIGNING

Thousands of people joined our call demanding 
action from the Government to find a cure for brain 
tumours and truly exciting steps were made as reported 
on pages 6-7 of this magazine.

At the March meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Brain Tumours (APPGBT), for which Brain 
Tumour Research holds the secretariat, the Tessa Jowell 
Brain Cancer Mission announced the recognition of 
nine NHS hospital brain tumour centres as the first Tessa 
Jowell Centres of Excellence for patient care.

Tessa Jowell Centre of Excellence status recognises the 
delivery of outstanding care and treatment by NHS staff 
in their efforts to provide above excellent patient care 
through a difficult time. The announcement came three 
years after Baroness Tessa Jowell gave her powerful 
speech in the House of Lords, following her diagnosis 
with a glioblastoma multiforme, recognising the need to 
improve brain tumour treatment, care and survival 
for all patients.

Our Chief Executive, Sue Farrington Smith MBE, who 
sits on the Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission’s Steering 
Group, said: “We are very pleased to welcome this 
important initiative which perfectly complements the 
work that we are doing to fund and campaign for 
increased investment in basic scientific research. 
This is so vital if we are to improve outcomes for 
patients and, ultimately, find a cure for brain tumours 

 
 

which kill more children and 
adults under the age of 40 
than any other cancer.”

Later in the month, at a Westminster 
Hall debate, the Chair of the APPGBT 
Derek Thomas MP emphasised to fellow 
MPs the need for funding into brain tumour research. 

He said: “We have developed the COVID vaccine 
through proper funding and a reduction in logistics 
and bulky infrastructure. Brain tumours predate 
COVID and their lethal threat will remain when the 
vaccine has reduced COVID mortality rates.” Derek 
added that “public funding for research is critical if 
we are to offer hope to brain tumour sufferers” and 
that “without new discovery science, the outlook for 
patients with brain tumours is very bleak.”

He concluded: “It is critical in this month of March 
and as we go forward to make sure that adequate 
funding is going into research so that we can find 
the correct way to treat and cure those who have a 
brain tumour diagnosis.”

Our community is fortunate to 
have so fierce an advocate as 
Derek Thomas MP and we are 
thankful for his tireless efforts to 
make a difference for brain 
tumour patients and their families.

During March, we were also pleased to host a 
virtual Westminster event which saw supporters, 
scientists, celebrities and MPs, all passionate about 
our cause, coming together online to mark 
Brain Tumour Awareness Month.

Amongst the speakers during the evening was TV 
presenter and supporter Sarah Beeny, who was just  
10 when her mother died of a brain tumour and lost 
her stepmother to the disease 30 years later. She spoke 
movingly about the importance of raising awareness 
and her optimism.

Sarah said: “We need to start with awareness, we 
need to open up the funding lines and we need to 
encourage the young. We need to think differently.

“I believe this is our time. I believe the future is bright 
and I believe this is an opportunity. Tough times 
are the compost for success as long as the right 
gardener cuts back the dead wood and allows the 
new shoots to flourish.”
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Campaigning is vital if we are to achieve the parity 
of research funding that is so desperately needed. 

Our collective voice makes us stronger. 
If you would like to join us as a campaigner, 

please visit our website: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/campaign-with-us 

MARCH 2021

MILESTONES 
REACHED AS 
WE CAMPAIGN 
FOR A CURE
Brain Tumour Awareness Month kicked 
off with an exciting milestone as we 
passed 100,000 signatures on our petition. 

Challenging
UK Governments
and larger cancer

charities
to invest more in

brain tumour
research

Tessa Jowell and daughter Jess Mills

Left:  
Derek 
Thomas 
MP

Sarah Beeny at our virtual event
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BRAINWAVES NI 
Brainwaves NI has 
welcomed Colin McMillan 
to the role of Chairperson.
Colin takes up the role after 
losing his wife Susan to a brain 
tumour in May 2019, aged 62. Passionate about raising 
awareness of brain tumours in Susan’s memory, Colin joins 
the charity with the aim of helping others who are facing a 
brain tumour diagnosis.
        Brainwaves NI is dedicated to providing support    
       and information to all those affected by a brain tumour,  
       including patients, families and carers.

      www.brainwaves-ni.org 

BLUE SKYE THINKING
Our Member Charity Blue Skye Thinking 
came out on top to win first prize in a Brand the 
Bus competition and will be represented in a 
stunning bus wrap to help promote its cause.

The competition, held by the Oxford Bus Company, 
saw a winner selected by a judging panel from a 
group of ten good causes which had earned the 
most public votes.

Blue Skye Thinking supports research into the 
treatment of childhood brain tumours, striving 
to give all children diagnosed a better chance 
of survival and improved quality of life during 
and post-treatment. It was set up by the family of 
Skye Hall, who was diagnosed with a grade 4 
medulloblastoma and passed away in 2014.

www.blueskyethinking.org  

UPDATES FROM OUR 
MEMBER CHARITIES

MEMBER CHARITY UPDATES

ASTRO BRAIN TUMOUR FUND 
Astro Brain Tumour Fund has had a 
successful year of fundraising and 
received some generous donations in 
spite of the cancellation of several regular 
events due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The charity pushed ahead with its Annual  
Norfolk Family Walk on 4th October 2020. 
This uplifting event proved to be the most successful the 
charity has held, with the total raised exceeding £23,500. 
Astro Brain Tumour Fund would like to say a huge thank 
you to its loyal supporters.

www.astrofund.org.uk 
 

Annual Norfolk 

Family Walk

BRAINSTRUST
From surgery to scanxiety, fatigue to seizures 
and everything in between, a meningioma diagnosis 
can have a huge, complex impact on a patient’s life. 

brainstrust’s new website for people with a 
meningioma is full of support, information and 
resources to help them cope with the challenges 
diagnosis brings: www.brainstrust.org.uk/
meningioma-support  

The charity aims to support anybody with any 
type of brain tumour, as well as their loved ones. 

Visit www.brainstrust.org.uk 
or email hello@brainstrust.org.uk 
for more information.

Together
we will

find
a cure

JAMES CLIFFORD 
CAMPLING TRUST
The James Clifford Campling 
Trust is celebrating the enthusiastic 
fundraising of some of its young 
supporters.
Diane Campling established the charity 
after her son James passed away from a glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM) brain tumour in 2018, aged 29. Her 
great niece Hanna Corringham, aged nine, and two 
friends, Kacie and Maddie White, decided to raise 
funds in James’ memory. On Saturday 10th April, the 
anniversary of James’ death, the trio made and sold 
bath bombs. The amazing young fundraisers raised  
a total of £85 through their efforts.

www.jamescliffordcamplingtrust.co.uk 

Raising in excess of
 £23,500!
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We welcome new Member Charities. If you are interested in 
collaborating with Brain Tumour Research, please visit 

www.braintumourresearch.org/member-charities
or email  sue@braintumourresearch.org for more information

 Skye Hall

 Colin McMillan and 

his wife Susan
 Hanna Corringham, Kacie and Maddie White



 SUPPORTER STORY
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If you would like to share your story,  
please contact our dedicated PR team on:  
media@braintumourresearch.org 

YOUR STORIES CAN HELP  
MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN.  

Your voices help us make important 
progress towards finding a cure for  

this devastating disease. Sharing your  
story helps us raise awareness and 

increases the number of people who  
are helping us fund the fight.
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Lee and Kathy Patterson

Kathy Patterson worked with Brain Tumour Research 
to share her husband Lee’s heart-breaking story during 
Brain Tumour Awareness Month. People across the 
country read her story as it featured on both national 
and regional news websites and were moved to 
fundraise to help find a cure for brain tumours.

to continue
to fund

life-saving
research

HELP US

WHAT HAPPENED 
WHEN I SHARED 
MY STORY

Lee was diagnosed with a large, aggressive 
glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) brain tumour in 
September 2020. His family was devastated to learn 
that it was too late to operate and there were no other 
treatment options available.  

“We couldn’t believe it. Lee was a very fit 51-year-
old man. He ate healthily, didn’t smoke and only 
drank socially. He wasn’t overweight; he ran, 
cycled and went to the gym. He was always out 
walking and looked after himself. It seemed so 
unjust and so cruel.”

Lee passed away on 10th November 2020, just seven 
weeks after his diagnosis, with Kathy and his three  
sons, William, 23, Thomas, 22 and Michael, 20,  
by his side.

Kathy said: “Lee was a wonderful husband 
and father, who brought so much joy to all of 
our lives. We celebrated our 25th wedding 
anniversary a few months before he died. As 
head of Queen Alexandra Sixth Form College 
in Wallsend he touched the lives of so many 
of his pupils and colleagues in his long and 
successful career. He had a razor-sharp wit, 
was sociable and so much fun; always up for 
a party. He loved life and lived it to the full. 
Losing him is just heart-breaking.

“When I shared Lee’s story, everything 
started to snowball. I had messages from lots 
of different people telling me that they had 
been inspired to fundraise, including from his 
colleagues and local businesses. His golf club 
has also confirmed that they will fundraise 
annually for Brain Tumour Research. 

“I even received messages from family living 
in Australia who decided to raise money in 
Lee’s memory. I couldn’t believe it had gone 
worldwide, but Lee always did cause an 
impression wherever he went!

“Sharing Lee’s story has given me something 
positive to focus on, especially after all the 
tears. Raising awareness is a way for us to 
keep his memory alive and it’s a comfort to 
know that something good can come from our 
devastation by helping to make a difference 
for other families facing similar experiences.”

Lee, Kathy, William,  
Thomas and Michael
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Lee Patterson



 LIFESTYLE GIVING BRIGHT CLUB
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There are lots of ways to support Brain Tumour Research in 
your day-to-day life without spending a penny extra. 

Whether you’re shopping for everyday items, looking for the 
perfect gift or recycling your unwanted things, here are some of 
the ways that you can support Brain Tumour Research with just 
a few simple clicks:

Amazon Smile

Use Amazon Smile and you can donate to Brain Tumour 
Research every time you shop, at no extra cost. 
Visit smile.amazon.co.uk and select us as your chosen 
charity, and when you shop Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of your purchase cost.

easyfundraising

Feel good whilst shopping for some of your favourite brands 
using www.easyfundraising.org.uk – the UK’s biggest 
charity shopping site. Simple and free to use, easyfundraising is 
a great way to turn your every-day purchases into donations to 
support our work.

Buy and sell on eBay

Did you know that you can raise funds for 
Brain Tumour Research when you shop or sell on eBay? 
Visit www.charity.ebay.co.uk and search 
‘Brain Tumour Research’ to find out more.

Turn unwanted items into vital funds

Planning a clear out? You can recycle your old bits and bobs and 
turn them into donations to Brain Tumour Research. You can find 
more information on our website:

INTRODUCING 
THE BRIGHT CLUB
We are proud to launch the Bright Club, 
which will play a vital role in achieving our 
vision of finding a cure for brain tumours.

Members embrace the importance of our work and 
play a significant role in helping us to raise the profile 
and funding for this devastating disease.

Bright Club Member Jenny Quinn explains 
why she joined:

“My husband James was a remarkable man. 
He was a fighter and never showed to me that he 
was suffering. We were both convinced he would 
make a full recovery, but of course he didn’t. 

“His determination not to give in enabled him 
to continue working as Head of Fundraising for 
several major charities for nine years after his 
oligodendroglioma diagnosis in 2004. 
He lost his battle in 2014, aged 62.

“After his death, I attended a tour of the Brain 
Tumour Research Centre of Excellence at Queen 
Mary University of London. It was mindboggling  
and hearing the researchers talk about their work 
with such passion was inspiring. The following year,  
I sponsored four days of research and placed tiles on 
the Wall of Hope, supported by James’ sister Karen.

“I became a member of the Bright Club because 
I want to stop people from going through what 
James and I had to go through. Brain tumour 
research is so underfunded and there is such a big 
gap to fill in order to catch up with research into 
other cancers. Joining the Bright Club not only makes 
me feel content that I’m doing my bit to help fund the 
fight, but it is also part of James’ legacy. I think he’d 
be very happy with that.”

Becoming a Bright Club member
Members join a group of like-minded individuals 
making a valuable, multi-year contribution to our 
cause and are passionate about finding a cure. 
This commitment enables the charity to plan 
campaigning and research programmes. 

Contributions can be made personally or through 
a company or trust.

To join, please call 
Michael Thelwall, Head of Giving,  

on 07592 502707 or email 
Michael.thelwall@braintumourresearch.org 

Together
we will

find
a cure

www.braintumourresearch.org/donation/lifestyle-giving

For regular updates and to find out more about how your donations make a difference, 
subscribe to receive our weekly e-news: www.braintumourresearch.org/subscribe 

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
AT NO EXTRA 
COST



SPONSOR A DAY

To sustain long-term research, we are striving 
to help each of our UK Centres of Excellence 
to raise £1 million a year. That’s £2,740 per 
Centre per day!
At each Centre, there is a Wall of Hope on which supporters  
who have raised enough to sponsor a day of research  
place special tiles in support, or in memory  
of, their loved ones.
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HELP MAKE 
EVERY DAY 
COUNT

In November 2019, Sylwia Florkowska and her loved 
ones attended a lab tour at the Brain Tumour Research 
Centre of Excellence at the University of Plymouth, where 
they placed two tiles in recognition of their amazing 
fundraising efforts.

Sylwia was diagnosed with a meningioma in 2018, just 
weeks after giving birth to her son, Jack. She underwent 
treatment and now lives with the life-changing effects  
of surgery. 

She said: “Because my illness is invisible, people 
don’t know what I have to go through on a daily 
basis. I’m determined to raise awareness of brain 
tumours and the devastating impact they can have 
on an individual.

“It means so much to me to have been able to 
sponsor a day of research and I’m very grateful 
for the support I’ve had from family and friends 
who fundraised for the charity. To recognise our 
achievement by placing tiles on the Wall of Hope 
felt really special.”

Sylwia and her son, Jack

Your help is urgently needed to help get us closer  
to a cure for brain tumours. Find out more about sponsoring  

a day of research online: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/sponsor-a-day 

Katy Drabble was inspired to 
fundraise after two of her friends, 
Jim Murray and John Heath, were 
diagnosed with glioblastoma 
multiforme (GBM) in 2017. So far, 
she has raised more than £8,000.

After her first fundraiser raised 
£1,875 in memory of John, Katy 
discovered the commitment 
needed to sponsor a day of 
research and was determined that 
her next challenge would reach 
that milestone.

In 2018, Katy ran her first half 
marathon and achieved her goal. 
Accompanied by Jim and his wife 
Ally, she placed a tile on the Wall 
of Hope at our Plymouth Centre. 

Katy’s tile was also placed in 
memory of John, who died just 
three weeks after being diagnosed. 

Last year, Katy cycled 100 miles 
in a day, raising a fantastic £3,190 
to sponsor her second day. She is 
working with the charity to place a 
tile at our Queen Mary University 
of London Research Centre. 

Sadly Jim, who was the inspiration 
for the Fundraising Group 
Canoeing for a Cure, passed 
away in December 2020. 

Katy Drabble 
with Jim and 
Ally Murray  
at the Wall  
of Hope

Tile in honour 
of Jim Murray

Sylwia placing  
her tile

Together
we will

find
a cure

Just 
1%

of the national spend
on cancer research 

has been allocated to
this devastating

disease 

Katy said “My goal is to place  
a tile on each Wall of Hope.  
My challenge this year is to 

complete a Half Iron Man and 
I’m aiming to sponsor a third  

day of research. 

“I feel immensely proud and 
humbled to be contributing to 

something so important. Seeing 
first-hand the work that goes  
into research has made me  
more determined to be part 
of the journey to a cure and 
continue raising the funds 

needed to find one.” 

Katy Drabble and Jim Murray
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IN MEMORY

From all of us at Brain Tumour Research, our love and 
thoughts are with all those who inspire us and with 
everyone who continues to support us in memory of 
their loved ones and colleagues, year after year.

forever 
in our
hearts
Rose Acton

Andrew Ager

John Vincent Ashforth

Pauline Baker

Paul Balch

Marie Jean Baldwin

John Barton

Lucynda Bedford

Audrey Bidgood

Michael Billam

Walter John Birch

Mike Britch

Joan Brown

John Bryant

Emma Bullous

 

Jacqueline (Jackie) 
Butcher

George Robert Carson

Francis Harvey Chenery

Andrew Coffin

Kevin Conway

Jason Coupland

Rory Culatto

Pauline Jane Davies

Paul Dell

Holly Dunn

Stephen Henry Dunn

Emily Dunning

Trevor Duxbury

Terence John East

Michael John Endacott

David England

Roger Ferris

Roy Finch

Pam Findlow

Alexander Finlay

Christopher Fisher

Valerie Fitzjohn

Alan M Frankland

Stefan Franks

Derek Fransham

Trudy Fugito

Neil Gamble

Robin (Gilly) Gillingham

Ben Gillott

Richard Greensmith

Chris Greenway

Paul Gurney

Helen Harris

Peter Hawkins

Ashley Heath

Margaret Heney

Phillip Hodges

Jean Hodgson

Sharon Holdsworth

Katie Holmes

Joyce-Ann Hughes

Edie Jackson

Brenda Johnston

Eve Kelly

Cliff Van Kruyssen

Ula Lacka

Sheila Ann Lewis

Kathleen (Kath)  
Claire Long

Eddie Mackay

Muriel Mackenzie

Joseph Mallinson

Paul McDonnell

Penny Miller

Dylan Mitchell

Liz Morgan

Lynne Morgan

Maria Morgan

Jim Murray

Aria Nikjooy

Jock O’Connor

Colin Oliver

Shay Patel

Paul Patterson

Peter John Payne

John Pett

Brenda Phillips

David Phillips

Shirley Edna Phipps

Linda Joan Platt

Wendy Ruth Pound

Sarah Price

Lorna De Quincey

Barry Gordon Rendell

Colin Richards

Stephen John Rowley

Adam Salter

Morgan Sandalls

Neil Sanderson

George Scammell

Maureen Seabrook

Jacqueline Ann Sheldon

Daniel Shone

Helen Rachel Short

Michael Harry Smith

Roger Adrian  
Robert Smith

Daniel Stafford

David Robert 
Stinchcombe

Ronald Swift

Alan Thompson

Judith Todd

Ben Truman

Margaret Vaudrey

Robert Warrington

Giovanna Ruth Williams

Simon Willis

Barbara Mary Wilson

Ian Wood

Amanda Wright

Ken Yarnold

Michael Hedley Young

We thought of you with love today,  
but that is nothing new. 

We thought about you yesterday,  
and days before that too. 

You are forever in our hearts.

Loved ones here 
include those lost to a 
brain tumour for whom 
we received funeral 
donations between 
November 2020  
and March 2021



Together we will find a cure

Our Fundraising Groups

Our Member Charities

www.braintumourresearch.org 
Tel: 01908 867200  |  info@braintumourresearch.org

Brain Tumour Research, Suite 37, Shenley Pavilions,  
Chalkdell Drive, Shenley Wood, Milton Keynes MK5 6LB
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