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Together we will find a cure

Sue Farrington Smith MBE 
Chief Executive

to continue
to fund

life-saving
research

HELP US

NEW YEAR  
BRINGS 
FRESH HOPE
Since our last magazine was published,  
the nation lost our treasured Queen  
and welcomed a new King.

I was privileged to meet the Queen when made an MBE. 
Such an amazing woman, she put me completely at 
ease. It felt like I was talking to my grandma as I excitedly 
shared everything we had achieved for and with the brain 
tumour community. I told her about the loss of my beloved 
niece, Alison Phelan in 2001, setting up Ali’s Dream and 
then Brain Tumour Research and how, with the help of our 
wonderful supporters, we were lobbying to increase the 
national investment in brain tumour research and funding  
dedicated Brain Tumour Research Centres of Excellence  
to find a cure. My time with her was over all too  
soon and I add my thanks to the outpouring of  
love and affection for her unflinching service.

We couldn’t do what we do without you,  
our loyal supporters, and are very excited that we are in the  
process of selecting our fourth Centre of Excellence to be announced 
in March. The applications have been outstanding and it would be 
wonderful if we could support more than one of them. To do this we 
need to keep growing our income to both sustain our existing Centres 
and fund more. This won’t happen without your help.

As a charity we are focused on our vision of finding a cure through 
our strategic objectives of increasing the national investment in brain 
tumour research and fundraising to establish seven dedicated research 
Centres of Excellence. 

 
Our financial year ending June 2022 was incredible. Working 
together with you, we raised more than £7.5 million. We raised 
awareness reaching millions of people with your stories shared 
on national and local TV and radio, online and in thousands 
of newspapers. We increased our social media following on 
Facebook to more than 150,000 and led the inquiry of the All-Party 

Parliamentary Group on Brain Tumours (APPGBT): 
Pathway to a Cure – breaking down the barriers.

 
We expect our Centres to deliver world-leading 
brain tumour research that will attract further 
national investment from the Government and 
larger research charities as part of this quest.  
We rely on you our supporters to help us 
achieve our ambition of raising more than  
£12 million a year to fund our awareness-

raising, campaigning and, in time, seven ground-breaking 
Research Centres, each with £1 million a year.

We should all be very proud of ourselves but there is still so much to do 
if we are to achieve our vision of a cure for all types of brain tumours.

The current climate makes it 
difficult but please do what you 
can to donate, fundraise, share 
your stories, campaign with us 
and get your community and 

workplaces involved.
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Briefing to Parliamentarians - July 2021

This Briefing was produced and funded by Brain Tumour Research. This is not an official publication of the House of Commons or the House of Lords. It has not been 

approved by either House or its committees. All-Party Parliamentary Groups are informal groups of Members of both Houses with a common interest in particular issues. 

The views expressed in this report are those of the Group.

The All-Party Parliamentary Group 

on Brain Tumours

Virtual Meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary Group  

on Brain Tumours

 
Pathway to a cure – breaking down the barriers

Agenda

 • Welcome from Chair, Derek Thomas MP

 • Apologies received 

 • Introduction of speakers

 • Matters arising from meeting held 2nd March

 • APPGBT inquiry – Hugh Adams, Brain Tumour Research 

 • The role of the National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) – Dr Iain Frame, CEO, NCRI

 • My own brain tumour story – Tom Parker, singer and patient

 • Group discussion and questions to speakers 

 • AOB

 • Next meeting

APPG on Brain Tumours Objectives

To raise awareness of the issues facing the brain tumour community in  order to improve research, diagnosis, information, 

support, treatment and care outcomes.

Secretariat 

The charity Brain Tumour Research, supported by Health Comms Consulting,  

provides the Secretariat for the All-Party Parliamentary Group with contributions  

from its Member Charities.

(continues over...)
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Researchers at Queen Mary 
University of London

Credit: PA Media

Above:  
APPGBT 
Westminster

Right: 
Researcher  
Workshop 
2022 Above: Some of our amazing fundraisers



There are lots more ways you can get involved 
throughout the month to help raise vital 

awareness and find a cure for brain tumours: 

Set up an online fundraiser
Engage with your MP

Share your story
Spread the word on social media

Sign up for a fundraising challenge 
Get involved in Wear A Hat Day

Visit www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
brain-tumour-awareness-month  

for more information.

BRAIN TUMOUR AWARENESS MONTH
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RAISING 
AWARENESS  
TO FIND A CURE

Brain Tumour Awareness Month was  
launched in 2004 by a group of charities that went 
on to become founding members of Brain Tumour 
Research. The Charity was established to raise vital 
awareness of the lack of funding and to influence 
UK governments and larger cancer charities to 
invest more nationally in order to sustain the  
research that is so desperately needed. 

This year, we will once again be leading the way with  
a programme of activities to get closer to a cure  
for this devastating disease.

What we’re doing
Brain Tumour Research is a campaigning and 
research-funding charity – both are key in our  
mission to increase the UK investment in brain  
tumour research. 

Throughout 2022, in our role as secretariat to the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on Brain Tumours 
(APPGBT), we have been leading the APPGBT 
inquiry, Pathway to a Cure – breaking down  
the barriers. The resulting report will be launched 
as Brain Tumour Awareness Month gets underway 
and will contain recommendations on how we can 
overcome the barriers to UK brain tumour research. 
Read an update on our recent campaigning activities 
on pages 22-23. 

We have also been reviewing applications and 
visiting shortlisted institutions and universities for our 
new Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence.  
We will announce our new Centre in March and we 
look forward to celebrating this milestone with you.

It is only thanks to your support that we have been 
able to come this far. Please stay with us and continue 
to support us in any way you can.
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The brain tumour  
community will come  
together in March for a key  
month in our awareness- 
raising calendar.

How you can get involved
Every year, Brain Tumour Awareness  
Month begins with a poignant moment  
of remembrance. On Wednesday 1st March at 11am, 
floral tributes will be laid at the foot of the Walls of 
Hope at our Research Centres. This will be followed 
by a minute’s silence held at each Centre and at 
our head office in Milton Keynes. We invite you to 
observe this moment of reflection wherever you are. 

Help us #ShineALight on brain tumours. At 7:30pm  
on 1st March, light a candle and share a photo 
on social media using #ShineALight to help raise 
awareness of this devastating disease.

2016Minute’s Silence held

2004

2010

2010

2012

2013

2014

National Brain Tumour
Awareness Month

Wear A Hat Day

Speaker’s House 
Reception

2015Ads on London
Underground

2017National Retail
Partner (Hobbycraft)

2018Trending on Twitter

201965 MPs attend
Wear A Hat Day photocall

Bespoke Top Hat 
made by Lock & Co

PM David Cameron
supports Wear A Hat Day

Philip Treacy OBE
becomes Patron 

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

Registered charity number:1093411

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT 

‘4 AURORA’ & FUND 

BRAIN TUMOUR RESEARCH 

ACROSS THE UK
fundraising for

Friday
25th

MARCH
2011

HEADS UP
Brain tumours

kill more children and

people under 40 than

any other cancer.

Please support us.

www.braintumourresearch.org

Tel: 01296 733011

www.4aurora.org  

Tel: 01525 854166

2011Wear A Hat Day badges1st

2020Level Up Petition 
produced for MPs

2021Petition delivered to Prime Minister

2022New Wall of Hope launched

Together we will find a cure
2024

Hills & HeadwindsIn memory of Ste� Holbrook

#BrainTumourResearch
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Alan Stanton
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Allan Young
Amanda Hilton
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Andrew Brown
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Andrew Neil Watts
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Anthony Downes
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Arthur Boyd
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Aurora Provenzano
Barry John Aston
Beryl Hall
Beth Cummings
Bob Bullard
Cat Anderson
Charlie Carter Bates
Chris Forster
Christopher Treacy
Colin Pickard
Corinne Smith

Daniel Dewar
Daniel William Oscar JenkinsonDanny Green
Darel Bryan
Daryl Owens
David Gwynfor Jones
David Hetherington
David John Monsey
Dean Wood
Debra Espin
Diana Ford
Diane Defreitas
Donald Ross
Ella Gesele Avril Stephens

Eric John Brown
Frank Ferraro
Gary Lewis
Gary Phillips
Gemma Edgar
George Harrison
Gillian Powell
Ieuan Jones
India Kisberg
Ingrid Easterbrook
Jackie McGoven
Jacob Black
Jane Packer
Jennifer Chambers
Jenny Hogg

Abi Kenward
Alan Hogg
Anne McEntee
Belinda Ensten
Bielefeld School
Boyce Hill Golf Club 
British Forces Germany 
Callum Murray
Carers Foundation
Caroline Shand
Chris Downes
Claire Pond-Barrett
Daryl and Louise Wilkinson
David Phillips
David Westwood
Debbie McGee
Doug Clague
Eileen Smith
Elizabeth Greenfi eld
Emma Carrick
Emma Plowman
Eve-Lucille

The loved ones listed here represent those in whose name days of  research were sponsored between January 2015 and December 2019

Hazel Jones
Heather Leggett
Jacqueline Alexander
James Ferraby
Jan Cummings
Janet Forster
Jayne Gibbons
Jemma Williamson
Jenny Quinn
Jess Corkett
Joanna Unitt
Jodie O’Driscoll
John Stanton
Johnathan Poole
Jude Owens
Julia Fairbrother
Julie Burridge
Julie Gregory
Kate, Sean, Paul, Kevin, Richard, Gill, AngelaKathryn Garnham
Kathy Jones
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F O R E V E R  I N  O U R  H E A R T S

F U N D I N G  T H E  F I G H T

Jenny Lambert
Jim Murray
Jim Quinn
Jonathan Leggett
Jonathan Middleton
Joseph Angelo McCann

June Irene Pile
Ken Lynn
Ken Thomas
Lester Jesse Corkett
Lina Ferraro
Linda Mapp
Louise Ann Hudson
Lynne Sweeney
Marie Osborne
Martin Gough
Martin Greenfi eld
Michael Brook Taylor
Michael Maine
Michael Smith
Mike Dandy
Nick Cotton
Nicki Waterman
Niki Whyley
Ollie Gardiner
Oscar Samuel Long
Pamela Rawnsley
Patrick Ruane
Paul Daniels

Paul Phipps
Paul Plowman
Paul Sinclair
Pauline Daybles
Peter John Murphy
Remo Lusardi
Robert Bittlestone
Roberto Guarnieri
Ryan Jonathan Tunstall
Ryan Taylor
Sam Kearsley
Sheryl O’Connell
Steve Holbrook
Steve Lloyd
Sue Blasotta
Susan Collins
Susan Long
Suz
Taylan Rawlinson
Tilly Oldham

Tom Clift
Tom McEntee
Tony Bell
Trutz Haase
Vince Walsh
Vincent Wogan
Vittorio Colletta
Win Lotty

Kelly White
Kerry Brown
Kevin Bell
Kirsty Howe
Lauren Campbell
Lee Relf
Levington Ladies
Linda Pickard
Linda Tatlow
Lisa Mackenzie
Lucy Irvine
Malcolm Boyd
Mandy Phyfferoen
Marian Sinclair
Matthew Tomalin
Methodist Women in Britain SE district Millie Clench
Molly Brooks
Naomi Hope
Nicki Waterman Foundation
Nicola Pastore
Nigel Hart

Peter and Jane Gardiner
Peter Osborne
Philip Scard
R. Ma Charie and Abi
Ray Lambert
Rebecca Daybles
Rebecca Powell
Richard Murray
Robert and Richard KingsburyRonnie Cheetham
Rory Burke
Sarah Long
Shelagh Smale
Sheona Sweeney
Stephanie Merison
Sue and Ray Hilton 
Suzan Rodger, Victoria and Charlie HudsonTerry Easterbrook
Terry Wogan

Dedicated in support of  all those who

If  love could have saved you, you would have lived forever

2023 Help fund vital research

Sponsor a day of research and save lives
2022

WALL OF HOPE

LEGACY Our flagship  
fundraiser Wear A Hat Day is back,  

taking place on Friday 31st March.  
Turn over to find out more…

Together
we will

find
a cure

The team at our Plymouth Centre

Myrianni 

Constantinou 

lays the wreath 

at Queen Mary

The Imperial team observing a minute’s silence

WEAR A
HAT DAY



One
in three

know someone
affected by

a brain
tumour

Friday 
31st March

2023

WEAR A HAT DAY
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We’ve added four fabulous pin badges  
to our collectible range. It’s going to be  
a historic year with the coronation of  
King Charles III and the Queen Consort. 
Our new badges represent four periods  
in our history – Tudor, Stuart, Georgian  
and Victorian.

What’s new 
for 2023?

The four scientists who lead our Brain Tumour Research Centres  
of Excellence are proud to be fronting our campaign this year. 
Join them and get involved on Friday 31st March at school, work 
or in your community to help us make Wear A Hat Day 2023  
a record-breaking success!

One of the UK’s most popular annual fundraisers 
is back! Join in, look super for science and help 
research breakthroughs happen.

In March, we will announce our  
fourth Research Centre, taking us  
one step closer in our mission to  
establish a network of seven  
Centres of Excellence across the UK.  
Funds from Wear A Hat Day  
are essential in helping sustain  
our vital research.

Wear A Hat Day is also a great way to raise 
awareness and support our campaigning to increase 
the UK investment in brain tumour research, working 
with UK governments and the larger cancer charities. 
We are influencing brain tumour research policies 
at the highest levels by leading activities such as the 
Pathway to a Cure – breaking down the barriers 
inquiry. Read more on pages 22-23.

Wear your hat, have fun and  
raise funds to help us get closer  

to our vision of a cure for all  
types of brain tumours.

Don’t forget, you can purchase all your  
Wear A Hat Day merchandise – including pink 

plush hats, bobble hats and companion keyrings, 
wristbands, car hats and much more – via our shop: 

www.shop.braintumourresearch.org
REGISTER NOW and let’s get closer to a cure! 

www.wearahatday.org

All Wear A Hat Day badges – new and previous 
years’ – are available from our shop. A great 
opportunity to plug any gaps in a collection, or start 
a new one: www.shop.braintumourresearch.org/
collections/pin-badges 

You can order boxes of badges to sell at your 
fundraising event when you register for Wear A 
Hat Day. These are great for displaying at schools, 
offices and shops to help with your fundraising!

We’ve also created a unique pair of commemorative 
crown badges to help mark and celebrate the 
coronation. A must-have for collectors of royal 
memorabilia or anyone who loves  
a fashionable accessory.

And our 2023 limited edition  
Wear A Hat Day signature  
brooch is based on a beautiful  
design by the extraordinary  
milliner Misa Harada.

We’ve been wearing 
hats and raising funds 
for more than 10 years, 
and it is incredible that 
over this time – helping 
hundreds of thousands 
of children, parents, 
teachers, colleagues 
and communities enjoy 
hattastic events – more 
than £2 million has 
been raised to help fund 
vital research and raise 
widespread awareness of  
this devastating disease.

Thanks to supporters like you taking part in Wear A Hat Day with 
family, friends and colleagues, we’ve been able to develop a 
network of Brain Tumour Research Centres of Excellence,  
making crucial discoveries, providing career-defining 
opportunities for dozens of young researchers, and pushing  
the boundaries of knowledge about brain tumours. Read  
about our latest ground-breaking discoveries on pages 12-15.

MARCH 2023



WEAR A HAT DAY
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HOW WILL 
YOU GET 
HATTY?

Tres Timms was inspired to 
fundraise after her lifelong 
friend Kathy Patterson lost  
her husband Lee to a 
glioblastoma (GBM). 

Shop director Tres  
organised an event at 
Fairhaven Wholefoods  
in Letchworth Garden City, 
where staff wore hats and

customers were encouraged to donate or buy a 
wristband or hat badge. Customers who wore a hat 
and donated also received an extra loyalty stamp 
and were entered into a prize draw.

Tres said: “Lee’s death was completely shocking  
and devastating for all those who knew and 
loved him, not least Kathy and the boys. We are 
determined to do our bit to support Kathy and  
to help fund research so more families  
like theirs don’t have to suffer  
in this way.”

Organise a Wear A Hat Day event in support  
or in memory of a loved one and help us get  

closer to a cure. Register via: 
www.wearahatday.org

Wear A Hat Day is not only brilliant 
fun and a great way to raise funds 
for Brain Tumour Research; it’s also 
a wonderful way to support those 
affected by this devastating disease.

Kathy’s colleagues and pupils at Whitley Lodge 
First School, and Lee’s former workplace, Queen 
Alexandra Sixth Form College, as well as Whitley 
Bay Golf Club, where Lee was a member for 15 
years, have also taken part in Wear A Hat Day.

Kathy said: “When we lost Lee, my world fell  
apart. My friends and work colleagues have been 
very supportive and have helped me piece my life 
back together. 

“It’s so important to raise funds for vital research 
into this devastating disease. It is so cruel and 
indiscriminate and can affect anyone. If we can help 
in any small way then we are delighted to do so, as 
every donation makes a difference.”

WEAR A
HAT DAY

Kathy and Tres

Top: Kathy with  
quiz goers at Whitley 
Bay Golf Club
Centre: Whitley  
Lodge First School
Bottom: Fairhaven 
Wholefoods staff

Kathy with 
husband Lee
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A student fundraising  
team at The Meadows Montessori  
School in Ipswich planned a fun afternoon of  
hat activities, including a photo booth, pass the 
parcel and ‘design your dream hat’. It was after 
“much-loved” teaching assistant Ruth Brailsford  
was diagnosed with a GBM.

Head of School, Sam Sims, said: “We talked 
to the children about recognising the signs and 
symptoms of brain tumours but also the need  
for greater awareness and funding for research 
into the disease and that’s why we wanted to  
get involved in Wear A Hat Day.

“I love that it’s a very simple but effective idea 
and something that’s no hassle for parents to 
organise – everyone owns at least one hat  
and some children modelled their own  
handmade creations!”

Ruth said the school’s support made her feel  
“loved and supported”.

Sadly, Ruth passed away in January 2023.  
Our thoughts are with her husband Mark  
and all Ruth’s loved ones.

Wear A Hat Day events can also be  
a wonderful tribute to a loved one.  
Sara Wiegand honoured her  
brother Mark Smith with a  
themed fundraiser at Hunt  
Fitness gym – where Sara  
works – inspired by his epic  
achievement of climbing  
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.

The ‘Kilometres for Kilimanjaro’ challenge saw 
participants walk, cycle or run the equivalent 
Kilimanjaro climb distance. It took place in the week 
leading up to Wear A Hat Day and members came  
together for a special evening on the day itself.

Sara said: “A lot of our members 
said it’s a great charity and 
they’ve lost someone to a brain 
tumour – you don’t realise how  
many people it affects.”

Pupils at The Meadows 
Montessori Independent School

Sam Sims with pupils

Sara Wiegand

Sara and Mark

Hunt Fitness

Ruth Brailsford  with husband Mark



RESEARCH UPDATES

Meningioma cell under the microscope 
(Credit: University of Plymouth)
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LOW-GRADE 
BRAIN TUMOUR 
BREAKTHROUGHS

Professor Oliver Hanemann and his team have 
made significant progress in their hunt for a reliable, 
non-invasive blood test to help diagnose and classify 
meningiomas – the most common form of adult 
primary brain tumour.

It is hoped that the work – published in the Journal 
of Neuro-Oncology – could spare future patients 
undergoing invasive and risky surgery.

The team is examining whether chemicals released 
from meningioma tumours are present in the blood. 
In this paper, they looked at two chemicals known as 
miR-497 and miR-219 and discovered that normal cells 
and tumour cells release them in different quantities. 
Meningiomas released less miR-497, but more miR-219. 
What’s more, as the meningioma grades increased, less 
miR-497 was released. 

Furthermore, they showed that these different 
concentrations could be accurately measured in a 
serum blood test and could be linked to the grade of the 
tumour. When they combined the information from both 
miR concentrations, the test became more reliable.

The team is now looking to build  
on this breakthrough. 

The next stage of this  
research will see blood  
from patients who have had their tumour  
removed analysed to see if the test could  
also be used to monitor tumour progression. 

The Centre is also making progress in its  
development of a non-surgical treatment  
for neurofibromatosis II (NF2) patients who  
have developed schwannoma tumours,  
also known as acoustic neuroma.

Schwannomas can occur sporadically, but  
may also arise due to a genetic condition  
known as NF2. Patients with NF2 may also  
develop meningiomas and ependymomas. 

There are no approved chemotherapies for these 
tumours and surgical removal carries a high risk of 
damage to surrounding nervous tissue. New treatments 
are urgently required.

NF2 is caused by a faulty copy of a gene also called 
NF2. When working properly, the NF2 gene produces 
a protective protein called Merlin that participates in cell 
signalling that prevent tumours from forming. The faulty 
gene in NF2 patients results in cells following a pro-tumour 
signalling route instead, leading to tumour formation.

At the Brain Tumour Research 
Centre of Excellence at the 
University of Plymouth – one 
of Europe’s leading institutes 
researching low-grade brain 
tumours – the team has made 
some exciting advances.

 A paper from Professor  
 David Parkinson and  
 his team, published  
 in the journal Brain,  
 investigated the effect  
of blocking one of the final stages of this pro-tumour 
signalling pathway. The team demonstrated that two 
drugs, VT1 and VT2, successfully blocked this final 
stage and in doing so, not only did schwannomas stop 
growing, but they also shrank in size.

In these tumour sample images, the red dots represent 
tumour growth. The treated sample shows significantly 
fewer red dots, demonstrating that tumour growth has 
slowed or stopped.

This work provides a strong  
endorsement for early-phase  
clinical trials of both VT1 and VT2,  
and could potentially provide patients  
with a successful alternative treatment to  
surgery and radiotherapy to manage  
their condition. 

The team is now investigating if these new  
compounds are also effective in the treatment  
of meningioma.

Professor Parkinson said: “Our current study gives 
an early indication that we can potentially provide 
schwannoma patients with a successful alternative 
treatment to manage their condition. However, 
patients with NF2 often have both schwannoma  
and meningioma tumours in their nervous system. 
For those patients, the prospect of a single drug  
that could treat both tumour types without the  
need for intrusive and risky surgery is clearly an 
exciting prospect.”

The research has been partly funded  
   by the Children’s Tumor Foundation.  
      Grant Identifier: 704602.

Professor  
Oliver Hanemann

Professor  
David Parkinson

   Untreated sample

   Treated sample

Your support makes these breakthroughs possible.  
Please donate what you can today or set up a regular  

donation and help us get closer to a cure:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/ 

donate-now

Set up 
a regular 
donation 
TODAY!
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HOPE OF 
TAILORED 
TREATMENT 
FOR GBM
Researchers at our Centre  
of Excellence at Queen Mary 
University of London have made  
a breakthrough which could improve 
treatments for patients diagnosed 
with glioblastoma (GBM) – the most 
commonly diagnosed type of high-
grade brain tumour in adults.

The team has identified a proportion of  
GBM tumours which have unique features  
that could help inform tailored treatment  
choices for patients.

The diverse nature of GBM 
tumours – both between 
patients and within the 
tumour itself – means that 
the current one-size-fits-all 
approach is insufficient, 
resulting in no improvement 
in patient outcomes in more 
than 20 years.

The paper published in the journal 
eLife advances our understanding 
of how GBM tumours can differ 
between patients, the features 
specific to these tumours and how 
these may be exploited to ensure 
the patient is offered the most 
appropriate treatment.

The newly-identified group of GBM 
tumours appears to share similar 
developmental characteristics to 
unspecialised neural cells which 
ultimately become astrocytes 
(important non-neuronal cells 
responsible for a variety of complex 
and essential functions in the healthy 
central nervous system). The team 
found that these astrocytic-like 
tumours had an increased ability 
to invade surrounding tissue and 
contained different proportions of 
immune cells compared to other 
GBM tumours. 

Identifying tumours with these traits 
could have important implications 
for patients undergoing treatments 
which rely on the effectiveness of 
immune system mechanisms. 

Dr James Boot, lead author of the 
study, said: “From a biological 
perspective this is a fascinating 
group of GBM tumours with 
very unique properties,  
which we hope could be 
exploited in the future to 
improve treatment for patients 
suffering with GBM.”
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Dr James Boot

GBM cells 
(Credit: Blizard Institute,  
Queen Mary University of London)

RECRUITING 
TALENTED YOUNG 

RESEARCHERS

Our Centre of Excellence at Queen 
Mary University of London has 
welcomed two new PhD students  
to its pioneering team. 

One of our key research aims is to grow 
capacity in the UK brain tumour research 
sector by attracting and retaining talented 
researchers. To do this, we need to nurture 
and encourage young researchers into the 
field of neuro-oncological research.

Subscribe to our weekly e-news to receive all the 
latest research updates from Brain Tumour Research:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/subscribe 

Niamh Baker and Sanjana Ananth  
are working on projects focused on 
glioblastoma (GBM).

Niamh is funded by our Member Charity Shay’s Smiles 
and is investigating epigenetic changes in GBM  
patients and how these could potentially inform the 
development of new treatments or even personalised 
therapeutic approaches.

She said: “Ideally, my project could lead to the 
identification of viable new targets for fighting GBM, 
meaning improvements in patient outcomes and a 
better chance of surviving this aggressive cancer.

“Knowing what I’m doing could make a difference 
in someone’s life is a rewarding feeling. I feel 
privileged to do the work I do, getting to see things 
like GBM cells under the microscope is fascinating, 
and the feeling of excitement when an experiment 
goes to plan is unmatched.”

Funded by Brain Tumour Research, Sanjana’s PhD 
project involves an exciting collaboration with Dr 
Lovorka Stojic to understand the role of long-noncoding 
RNAs (lncRNAs) in GBM. lncRNAs are single strands of 
genetic material, bigger than 200 units, which interact 
with a variety of cellular components to influence 
whether a gene is turned on or off, or to increase or 
decrease its expression. 

Sanjana said: “We hope to characterise novel 
lncRNAs to understand their role in GBM and 
leverage this knowledge to develop patient- 
specific therapeutics.

“lncRNAs as a cancer therapeutic is a 
relatively new and emerging field and 
hijacking this ability of lncRNAs that 
aid in tumour sustenance and growth 
to be therapeutic targets can be highly 
advantageous for patients.”

Sanjana Ananth 
and Niamh Baker

GBM under microscope with dyes  
(Credit: Brain Tumour Research Centre  

of Excellence at Queen Mary  
University of London)



FIGHTING FORCE HEROES

The TCS London Marathon 2023  
takes place on Sunday 23rd April

Were you one of the lucky ones who secured a place 
in the ballot? You could run for Brain Tumour Research 

and help us get closer to a cure.

If you’d like to join our Fighting Force team, email 
carol@braintumourresearch.org to find out  

how we can support your marathon efforts.
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It was a first-time marathon effort for Mark Tindale 
who described the atmosphere as “incredible”.  
He raised more than £16,000 in support of his son 
Jake, who was diagnosed with an astrocytoma in 
December 2020. 

It was a sentiment echoed by consultant neurosurgeon 
Jane Halliday, who said: “I’ve never experienced 
anything like it in my life!” Jane signed up for the 
challenge inspired by her patient, Nick Thomas, who 
was diagnosed with a meningioma in 2014.

It was an uphill battle for Joshua Hendriks who  
fought through an injury to complete the marathon  
in memory of his grandfather, David Snoxell. Despite 
spraining his leg at mile 15, Joshua said he had a 
“really fun race”.

The theme of the 2022 event was #WeRunTogether 
and that was certainly true as Joshua was joined  
for some of the 26.2-mile distance by fellow  
Brain Tumour Research runners Nicki Hopkins  
and Rachel Higgins. 

MARATHON 
EFFORTS FOR 
BRAIN TUMOUR 
RESEARCH

Nicki promised her husband Dave that she would run 
the London Marathon one day and, after losing Dave 
to a glioblastoma (GBM) in November 2021, she 
honoured his memory by doing just that. She said:  
“I know that he would be really proud and I saved 
my last mile for him.”

Nicki and Rachel spent the first half of their race with 
Scott Bamber, who described their company as 
a “massive boost”. It was a landmark moment in 
Scott’s recovery after he underwent multiple surgeries 
following his meningioma diagnosis in July 2020. 

Carol Robertson, our National Events Manager, said: 
“Being with our incredible runners and sharing the 
experience is an honour and privilege. After all the 
training they put their bodies  
through, their phenomenal  
fundraising and finally running  
26.2 miles on marathon day  
makes me very proud to be part  
of this wonderful charity.”

More than 40,000 runners took to the  
streets of England’s capital on Sunday  
2nd October for the TCS London Marathon 
2022. Amongst them were 60 fabulous  
Brain Tumour Research supporters who 
laced their trainers for the 26.2-mile feat. 

Their fundraising totalled an amazing £337,754  
– enough to fund 123 days of research at a  
Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence.  
An incredible achievement by some truly  
inspirational individuals.

to continue to
fund long-term,

life-saving
research

HELP US
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Main image: Joshua Hendriks (Credit: Sportograf)
Below: Joshua with his medal

Rachel Higgins 

and Nicki Hopkins 

at Tower Bridge

Rachel and 
Nicki with  
their medals

Part of our Fighting Force team

Above: 
Scott Bamber
Centre: 
Jane Halliday
Bottom: 
Carol 
Robertson

Right:  
Mark  

Tindale 
Below:  

Mark with  
his family



FIGHTING FORCE HEROES

Football not your thing?  
Fundraise for us in any way 

that suits you:
www.braintumourresearch.
org/fundraise/fundraise-

your-way 

www.braintumourresearch.org   Spring 2023     1918 Spring 2023  www.braintumourresearch.org

GIVING 
BRAIN TUMOURS  
THE BOOT

40,000 
KEEPY 

UPPIES!

The challenge kicked off to a great start with support from 
professional side MK Dons – based down the road from our head 
office – who put their skills to the test for our campaign video. 

Players from the club also met 10-year-old patient Jude Upton 
at their home ground at Stadium MK. Jude was diagnosed with 
a high-grade tumour in 2020 and his mum said he had an 
“amazing day”, adding: “It made him smile a lot, which is 
lovely because his smiles are quite rare these days.”

Former MK Dons apprentice Ollie Leach’s hopes of a promising 
career as a professional sportsman were crushed by a brain 
tumour diagnosis when he was 18. Now 21, he completed 9,000 
keepy uppies having considered himself “very lucky” to have 
survived his ordeal.

    We had high-profile support from football freestyler, World 
     Record holder and TikTok star Dan Magness who pledged   
     an incredible 100,000 which he completed over 10 days. 

     And former Liverpool FC player José Enrique tweeted his   
     support of the challenge, urging his followers to get    

     involved to support a “great cause”.

As football fever struck the nation, we 
were blown away by the response to our 
own World Cup challenge. Hundreds of 
supporters got involved to show brain 
tumours the red card. 

Above: MK Dons players  
Dawson Devoy  
and Louie Barry 
Centre: Jude Upton  
with MK Dons forward  
Joshua Kayode
Bottom: Ollie Leach  
(Credit: mkdons.com)

Jacob Binks

Anna and Phil Binks

with Jacob and Esme

      Premier League clubs Liverpool FC and Chelsea 
FC sent messages of encouragement to Jacob Binks 
and his teammates at South Cave Under 8s Black. 
They were inspired to get involved by Jacob’s mum 
Anna, who was diagnosed with a low-grade 
brain tumour 12 years ago and learned the 
disease had progressed in 2021.

      It was a family affair for Daniela Golding and her 
children, Ché, Noah and Sienna. They pledged to do 
50 keepy-uppies a day throughout the month-long 
challenge to support Daniela’s “inspiring” brother, 
Bradley Hannan, who lives with facial  
disfigurement and learning difficulties  
following childhood treatment for  
a medulloblastoma.

  Steven Gibson – a fan of the 
beautiful game and a goalkeeper 
in a local five-a-side team – died 
from a GBM in July 2019. His 
nephews, James and Freddie, 
pledged an impressive 
40,000 keepy uppies to 

mark what would have been 
Steven’s 50th birthday.

Their dad Neil Macfarquhar  
said: “I know Steven would  
have been cheering the boys  
on if he was still here.”

The One Million Keepy Uppy Challenge for  
Brain Tumour Research saw supporters pledge their 
keepy uppies towards our goal of one million, whilst 
raising vital funds and awareness to help find a cure.

Why one million? Our target was symbolic because we 
aim to support each Brain Tumour Research Centre of 
Excellence with £1 million a year.

Samantha Jose said she was “really proud” 
of her seven-year-old daughter Taylor, who 
tackled the footie fundraiser inspired by her 
mum, who was diagnosed with a 
meningioma in July 2022.

      Football-mad brothers Zach and Harvey Taylor 
were also inspired by the loss of a family 

member. They did a combined 1,250 
keepy uppies in memory of their 
beloved ‘Pops’ Colin Rothwell, who 
died just three months after he was 
diagnosed with a glioblastoma (GBM).

Bradley Hannan and 
Daniela Golding

Sienna Golding

Colin Rothwell

James and Freddie

Freddie and James 

with Uncle Steven

Taylor Jose

Zach and Harvey Taylor



 

FUNDRAISING CHALLENGES

 JANUARY Event Details

 All month Make a difference in 2023  www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/make-a-difference-in-2023

 FEBRUARY

 All month 10,000 Steps a Day Will you step up to the challenge?

 MARCH

 All month Brain Tumour Awareness Month Find ways to get involved on pages 6-7

 Sun 12th Falkirk Wheel Abseil Enjoy spectacular views during this 100ft abseil 

 Fri 31st Wear A Hat Day Get ready for our first hattastic celebration in 2023!

 APRIL

 Sun 2nd Brighton Marathon Join this buzzing seafront event

 Sun 2nd London Landmarks Half Marathon Explore England’s capital on a route like no other

 Sat 22nd Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge Could you conquer them in under 12 hours?

 Sat 22nd Spinnaker Tower Abseil Descend 100m down Portsmouth’s iconic landmark

 Sun 23rd TCS London Marathon One of the world’s most iconic running events

 Sun 30th Kiltwalk Glasgow Don your tartan and choose your distance

 MAY

 All month Jog 26.2 Miles Our popular Facebook challenge returns

 Sat 6th Tough Mudder London West Get mucky and raise money!

 Sun 7th Great Birmingham Run Choose your distance – 10km or half marathon

 Sun 14th Snowdonia Half Marathon One of the UK’s toughest half marathons through stunning scenery

 Sun 14th Rob Burrow Leeds Marathon Join our #FightingForce for this new event

 Sun 21st Great Manchester Run Grab your running shoes – this is a run you’ll never forget

 Sun 21st Tough Mudder Midlands Battle through mud and obstacles at Belvoir Castle

 Sat 27th Edinburgh Marathon Festival 5km, 10km, half marathon, marathon, relay, and kids races too – which will you go for?

 TBC Kiltwalk Aberdeen Don’t miss this popular event

 JUNE Event Details

 Sat 3rd Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge This great challenge returns – will you be on the team?

 Sat 10th Jump for Hope Strap yourself in for one of our nationwide skydives

 Fri 23rd Wear A Hat Day with Flowers What better way to get into the summer spirit?

 Sat 24th Wolf Run Leicestershire Join our pack and take on some epic obstacles

 TBC Trafford Centre Abseil Need an adrenaline challenge? Look no further

 JULY

 Sat 1st Isle of Wight Randonnée A must for any cyclist’s calendar

 Fri 7th Ben Nevis Trek Tackle the highest peak in Britain

 AUGUST

 All month Cycle 274 Miles Use your pedal power to help find a cure

 Sat 19th Ben Nevis at Night Trek An epic trek under the stunning night sky

 TBC Kiltwalk Dundee Join fellow tartan-clad walkers in the City of Discovery

 SEPTEMBER

 Sun 3rd Ironman Wales Places for this epic event go quickly – secure yours! 

 Sun 10rth New Forest Marathon A popular event in this stunning national park 

 Sat 30th Walk of Hope Our ever-popular flagship fundraiser is back

 TBC Kiltwalk Edinburgh Traverse Scotland’s capital in your tartan

 OCTOBER

 All month Christmas cards and more Embrace your loved ones and help find a cure

 NOVEMBER

 All month Facebook challenge Join our final Facebook challenge of the year

 DECEMBER

 Fri 15th Wear A Christmas Hat Day The hats make their final appearance in 2023 with added festive sparkle

New for 2023,  
fire walks on various  
dates. Keep an eye  
on our website for  

more details.
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YOUR 2023 PLANNER

Keep an eye on our website as we’re adding new challenges regularly:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/take-on-a-challenge  

or email fundraising@braintumourresearch.org to register your interest.



CAMPAIGNING

Join us and campaign for a cure: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/campaign-with-us 

WE RETURN TO
Brain Tumour Research 
was delighted to return to 
Westminster in November for the 
first face-to-face meeting of the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on Brain Tumours (APPGBT) since 
the beginning of the pandemic.

The APPGBT – for which Brain Tumour 
Research provides the secretariat – 
seeks to break down barriers on the 
pathway to a cure for this devastating 
disease. To that end, in 2022 it 
launched an inquiry and as secretariat 
Brain Tumour Research has been 
asking questions to help determine 
what these barriers are.

At the APPGBT meeting, The 
Brain Tumour Charity presented 

on its Better Safe Than Tumour campaign, sharing 
ways attendees could help promote the campaign to 
raise awareness of brain tumour symptoms. 

Parliamentarians also heard about Tumour Treating 
Fields (TTFields) from Hilary Duckworth, Novocure UK 
& Ireland Country Manager, and Dr Matt Williams. 

TTFields are a cancer treatment approach that uses 
electric fields to disrupt cell division in cancerous  
cells, resulting in cell death. TTFields have been 
shown to be effective for solid type tumours, including 
glioblastoma (GBM).

This technology was worn by Dame Tessa Jowell 
during her seminal speech in the House of Lords,  
when she movingly advocated for the need  
to improve diagnosis rates and improve patient  
access to cutting-edge treatment.
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Just 
1%

of the national spend
on cancer research 

has been allocated to
this devastating

disease 

Challenging
UK governments
and larger cancer

charities
to invest more in

brain tumour
research
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We read written evidence from 37 scientists and 
clinicians. We heard from 11 brain tumour  
researchers in oral evidence sessions. We asked 
charitable funders for their thoughts and we took 
feedback from the pharmaceutical industry. We also 
received more than 275 responses to our patient 
survey from those of you who have been affected  
by a brain tumour diagnosis.

Every piece of evidence we have gathered  
will inform the APPGBT’s report of 

recommendations – published  
during Brain Tumour Awareness  
Month in March – which will 
guide and transform brain tumour 
campaigning in 2023.

It was a landmark moment for  
the brain tumour community  
and part of the momentum that  
had been building since 2016 when,  
following the e-petition started by Maria Realf 
in memory of her brother Stephen, the Petitions 
Committee published a landmark report on funding 
for brain tumour research. There was a Westminster 
Hall debate, the establishment of a Task and Finish 
Working Group, and a government commitment to 
invest £40 million over five years.

After five years we believe that significantly less than 
50% of the £40 million has been deployed. This is 
deeply disappointing and to make improvements 
in this area is one of the reasons why we must take 
forward the key learnings from the inquiry and break 
down the barriers to greater research funding.

Hugh added: “Two decades ago we were  
shouting outside Westminster and now we are 
talking inside. Change can’t come soon enough 
and we will continue to campaign, to ask questions 
and to demand answers on behalf of all those 
affected by brain tumours.”

Hugh Adams at 
Westminster Hall

Hugh Adams, our Head of Stakeholder Relations, 
said: “The purpose of this inquiry is to move from 
talk to action, to focus on solutions and to improve 
the landscape for UK brain tumour research. 

“We need those committed to our cause to help 
us amplify the report and make sure barriers to 
progress are knocked down. Please join us as we 
campaign for real change because brain tumour 
patients and their loved ones deserve better.”

WESTMINSTER

www.braintumourresearch.org  |  Tel: 01908 867200  |  campaigning@braintumourresearch.org

Brain Tumour Research, Suite 37, Shenley Pavilions, Chalkdell Drive, Shenley Wood, Milton Keynes MK5 6LB
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Briefing to Parliamentarians – November 2022 

This Briefing was produced and funded by Brain Tumour Research. This is not an official publication of the House of Commons or the House of Lords. It has not been approved 

by either House or its committees. All-Party Parliamentary Groups are informal groups of Members of both Houses with a common interest in particular issues. The views 

expressed in this report are those of the Group.

The All-Party Parliamentary Group 

on Brain Tumours

Meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary Group  

on Brain Tumours 

Room W1, Westminster Hall 16:00 – 17:00 Wednesday 23rd November 2022

 
 
 
Tumour Treating Fields, Symptom Awareness and Inquiry Update

Agenda

 • Welcome from Chair, Derek Thomas MP

 • Apologies received 

 • Matters arising from March/May meetings

 • Introduction of Speakers

 •  Tumour Treating Fields  

– Hilary Duckworth, Novocure

 •  Better Safe Than Tumour Signs and Symptoms Campaign Update  

– Stephanie Kleynhans and Kate Roberts, The Brain Tumour Charity 

 • APPGBT Inquiry update  

 – Hugh Adams, Brain Tumour Research 

 • AOB

 • Next meeting 
continued....
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A packed room of 
APPGBT attendees

Derek Thomas MP, 
chair of the APPGBT

MPs Derek 
Thomas and 
Hilary Benn



AMAZING ACHIEVERS

An epic cycling challenge inspired by a young man  
who died from a brain tumour has raised nearly £50,000 
for Brain Tumour Research and Marie Curie.

Main image: David Bradford 
(centre) and Team Adam at 
the Eiffel Tower

ADAM’S MEMORY
Adam Bradford was diagnosed with an anaplastic 
oligodendroglioma in May 2016, after he suffered a 
seizure at home. Despite undergoing multiple surgeries, 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, nothing could save him. 
Adam died on 23rd December 2019, aged just 27.

Adam Bradford

At the time, Adam said: “The charity cycle  
was an extremely tough challenge, but 
visiting researchers at Imperial College,  
and learning how vital these funds are,  

makes it all worth it.”
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Following his diagnosis, Adam’s family became keen 
supporters of Brain Tumour Research. In October 
2017, Adam and his dad David – who lost his mum 
Janet Young to the same type of tumour – took on 
their first incredible challenge, cycling 300 miles from 
America’s Grand Canyon to Las Vegas. It was a 
moment that David said made him “the proudest  
dad ever”.

 The pair, accompanied by Adam’s step-mum Vickie  
    and stepbrother Oli, were invited to attend a tour of  
      the Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence at  
       Imperial College, London, where they placed tiles  
         on the Wall of Hope.

Following Adam’s tragic death, the 
family continued to fundraise and, 
in July 2022, David and six friends 
cycled 282 miles from London 
to Paris to support Brain Tumour 
Research and Marie Curie. 

Some of the cyclists previously 
rode with Adam on other cycling 
challenges, while the others knew 
him through his dad and step-mum, 
and were so inspired that they 
wanted to be part of the ride in his 
memory. Vickie and Oli were there 
to greet Team Adam at the finish 
line at the Eiffel Tower.

Vickie said: “It was so emotional 
and just tremendous that all these 
guys got together to do this.

“It’s unbelievably important to 
raise money for Brain Tumour 
Research because we don’t want 
other families to go through  
what we did.”

If you’re feeling inspired to fundraise  
for Brain Tumour Research, please let us know 

via fundraising@braintumourresearch.org 
or call us on 01908 867200
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And they’re not stopping 
there! In July 2023, the 

cyclists will be back in the 
saddle for their second 

London to Paris ride, joined 
by new team members keen 
to support vital research in 

Adam’s memory.

David and Adam at the  
Grand Canyon in 2017 David and Adam

THOUSANDS RAISED IN 

Adam after 
completing 
a previous 
London to 

Paris cycle



IN THE NEWS
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Viewers of the soap watched as Lola – played by 
actress Danielle Harold – was given the devastating 
news that her tumour was a glioblastoma (GBM). 

Brain Tumour Research has been proud to work 
alongside EastEnders with Macmillan Cancer 
Support to ensure the storyline is portrayed as 
realistically and sensitively as possible.

Our supporters Yasmin Stannard and Khuram 
Liaquat were invited to meet Danielle and a team of 
producers, researchers and scriptwriters during the 
early stages of the storyline’s development to share 
their daughter Amani’s story.

Amani bravely fought her GBM diagnosis for 22 
months, fundraising and campaigning for Brain 
Tumour Research throughout. Tragically, she died in 
February 2022, at the age of just 23.

Yasmin said: “We arrived at the BBC studios in 
Elstree with a mixture of emotions. It was exciting 
to be given the opportunity but we knew we 
were only in that position due to the loss of our 
beloved daughter. 

“We also knew how much Amani would have 
enjoyed the experience had she still been with us. 
She would have been so excited by the opportunity 
to raise awareness about brain cancer to a wider 
audience. It is bitter-sweet for us to be involved 
and watch the episodes without her by our side, but 
despite it all, we felt privileged to be even a small 
part of such an important storyline.”

The story has struck a chord with many people 
affected by the disease and, during an interview on 
The One Show, Danielle said it “means a lot” to be 
trusted after hearing messages from patients praising 
the soap.

Kylie Weatherby was pregnant with twins when she 
was diagnosed with a GBM in June 2021 and says 
she is “extremely grateful” to the BBC for raising 
awareness of the disease.

“I actually messaged Danielle on Instagram 
after to say thank you for playing this part and for 
helping to raise awareness. I think she’s 
doing amazing,” said Kylie.

The sentiment was echoed 
by Laura Mahon who was 
20 weeks pregnant when she 
received her diagnosis. She said: 
“Being told at 29 years old that 
you have inoperable stage 4 
brain cancer and you have just 
two years to live is something you 
can never prepare yourself for.

“Danielle plays the role so well, 
it’s scarily accurate. It’s so important to raise 
awareness because people don’t understand how 
quickly brain tumours change people’s lives.”
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BBC’s EastEnders has received widespread praise for a 
harrowing storyline which has seen popular character 
Lola Pearce diagnosed with a brain tumour.

PATIENTS PRAISE 
EASTENDERS 
FOR BRAIN 
TUMOUR SCENES

 

Contact our dedicated PR team via 
media@braintumourresearch.org 

to find out more.

Could you share your story 
to help raise vital awareness?

Lola Pearce
(BBC/EastEnders)

Yasmin Stannard, our Head of PR and Communications 
Sue Castle-Smith, Danielle Harold and Khuram Liaquat 
at BBC Elstree Studios

Kylie Weatherby
Luca and Malena

Danny, Laura 

and Sienna

Amani Liaquat



 LIFESTYLE GIVING FUNDRAISING
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easyfundraising
Through easyfundraising you can donate a 
percentage of every purchase you make online via 
more than 4,500 retailers to help fund our life-saving 
research. It’s free to use and easy to get started –  
just sign up at www.easyfundraising.org.uk

The handy ‘donation reminder’ will also notify you 
when your purchase could generate funds for us.

And there’s more
Whether you’re selling unwanted items, doing a  
spring clean or recycling your clutter, there are  
many ways your old stuff could help find a cure.  
There are lots of different options – eBay, Recycle  
4 Charity, Recycling for Good Causes, Ziffit.com 
and more!

MARK  
SPECIAL  
MOMENTS  
ON FACEBOOK

Visit our website for more information  
about lifestyle giving:  

www.braintumourresearch.org/
donation/lifestyle-giving 

SUPPORT US 
WITHOUT 
SPENDING A 
PENNY EXTRA
Have you heard of lifestyle giving? It’s a great 
way to support the causes you care about whilst 
going about your everyday life.

Through lifestyle giving, you can support our vital work  
without parting with any extra pennies. And whether  
you’re shopping for your everyday essentials, looking  
for the perfect gift, or even planning a spring clear-out,  
there are lots of options to choose from.

A Facebook Fundraiser is a brilliant 
way to mark a special occasion and 
support Brain Tumour Research at the 
same time. They only take a matter of 
minutes to set up and you can celebrate 
birthdays, weddings or anniversaries, 
as well as collect donations from your 
events and challenges.

Janet Sykes celebrated her birthday in July  
2022 and asked her loved ones to donate to  
her Facebook Fundraiser to mark the occasion.  
It was after the mum-of-two was told she was  
unlikely to live beyond a few years, having  
been diagnosed with a glioblastoma (GBM)  
just a couple of months earlier. 

With the help of her family and friends, Janet  
raised nearly £1,000.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who set up and donate to  
Facebook Fundraisers to support us. All funds  
raised will help us get closer to our vision of  
finding a cure for all types of brain tumours,  
bringing hope to the one in three people  
who knows someone affected by this  
devastating disease.

She said: “I have been overwhelmed 
by the outpouring of support, both 
practical and emotional, which my 

family and friends have offered me.”

If, like Janet, you’d like to set up a Facebook Fundraiser for  
Brain Tumour Research, please visit our website to find out more:  

www.braintumourresearch.org/facebook-fundraising  

Main image: 
Janet Sykes

Inset: 
Top – Janet her 
husband Steve 
and sons
Left – after 
brain surgery
Right – with  
her sons, Peter 
and David
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The team at Plymouth is making crucial 
progress in its research into low grade 
brain tumours, including meningioma 
– the type of tumour which Victoria 
Watson-Bradley says changed her life 
“beyond all recognition”.

Following her diagnosis with a 
meningioma in 2016, Victoria had to  
give up her much-loved career and now 
suffers with debilitating seizures.

She met Professor Oliver Hanemann,  
who leads the team at Plymouth, and 
said it was “reassuring” to hear about the 
progress being made which could spare 
patients from risky surgery (read more on 
pages 12-13).

Victoria added: “I know that although  
I was told my brain tumour was  
slow-growing, there is the very real 
potential for it to grow back and it  
would be amazing if scientists could 
discover a way to stop or slow  
down the regrowth.”

Find out more about  
sponsoring a day of research  

on our website: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/ 

sponsor-a-day 

SPONSOR A DAY
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SUPPORTERS  
VISIT OUR 
PLYMOUTH 
CENTRE

Patients, their families, and 
those who have lost a loved 
one to this devastating 
disease toured the lab and 
met the scientists working 
tirelessly to find a cure. Many 
also placed tiles representing 
the days of research they 
have sponsored on the  
Wall of Hope.

It was an especially poignant 
moment for Nicola Flint, who 
lost her husband James to 
a glioblastoma (GBM) on 
Valentine’s Day in 2022. 

James was a lecturer in 
international relations and politics 
at the University of Plymouth and 
last September, Nicola collected 
James’ PhD at a ceremony during 
which the inaugural Dr James Flint 
Dissertation Prize was awarded to 
a student taught by James.

Nicola placed two tiles on the 
Wall of Hope in James’ memory. 
She said: “Although James 
achieved the two most important 
things on his bucket list which 
were to make me happy and to  

 
 
 
complete his PhD, he had so much 
more to give and to live for. We 
have to find a cure for this most 
terrifying form of cancer.”

She was accompanied by James’ 
mum Frances, brother Grahame 
and sister-in-law Jen, as well as her 
father Andrew and uncles Martin 
and Adrian Langdon who lost their 
mother Joy (Nicola’s grandmother) 
to the same disease. 

Martin also placed a tile as a 
tribute to Joy, having raised more 
than £3,000 when he illuminated 
his bungalow with 30,000 lights in 
his mum’s memory.

Main image:  
Nicola, Grahame  
and Frances Flint

Brain Tumour Research 
was honoured to 
welcome supporters  
to its Centre of 
Excellence in the 
University of Plymouth.

We are
building a

network of experts
in sustainable

research at
UK Centres of

Excellence

Inset top:  
Andrew Langdon,  

Nicola Flint, Adrian  
and Martin Langdon

Inset below:  
 Tiles for Joy  

and James

James and Nicola Flint

Cathy Schlag described the  
experience of meeting the team  
at Plymouth as “heartening”. 

Cathy has raised more than £3,000  
for Brain Tumour Research after her son  
Matt was diagnosed with an anaplastic  
astrocytoma in 2019. 

Accompanied by her husband Reinhard,  
Cathy said: “Matt is a true inspiration and 
we reflected this in the words on the tile we 
placed. He embraces life and is always so 
positive. He is such good company and  
makes everyone  
feel happy.”

Victoria Watson-

Bradley and Professor 

Oliver Hanemann

Matt, Cathy and Reinhard Schlag

Cathy and  

Reinhard Schlag

Victoria before her diagnosis

Together
we will

find
a cure



FUNDRAISING GROUPS

OFFICIALLY LISA CONNELL
A glittering red-carpet nightclub event 
attended by a string of special guests, 
DJs and influencers created a platform to 
champion the fight to find a brain tumour cure 
and raised around £900. 

Lisa was diagnosed with a meningioma 
aged 26 and has undergone Gamma 
Knife radiosurgery, a craniotomy and 
radiotherapy. She  
now lives with regular  
painful facial spasms.
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STRONGER TOGETHER  
FOR NICOLA
A gala ball in October attended  
by around 270 people which raised around 
£18,000 through ticket sales, a fun casino,  
auctions and a raffle have helped Stronger  
Together for Nicola raise an astonishing sum of 
more than £62,000 in its first year. Events and 
challenges have included a team of runners led 
by Alan, Nicola’s husband, taking on six half-
marathons and the Belfast City marathon. 

Londonderry teacher and mum-of-two Nicola 
passed away aged 35 leaving a huge void in the 
lives of her family which “can never be filled”.

NEWS FROM OUR  
FUNDRAISING 

GROUPS
THE PAULA COATES FUND
Tragically, just a few months after her father-in-law 
Ray set up this Fundraising Group, Paula passed 
away on 4th October from the glioblastoma (GBM) 
she had been diagnosed with in early 2021. 

We are grateful to Paula’s daughter Lucy who, 
just a few weeks before losing her mum, took 
on a midnight climb of Ben Nevis, along with 
friends Elle and Dan, raising £1,600. Paula’s 
death and the loss of too many loved ones spur 
us on in our work to find a cure.

100 STRIKES
Football fanatic, Edward Simpson,  
13, is kicking his way towards raising 
£100,000 through his 100 strikes at 
cancer crusade. After being diagnosed with 
an aggressive brain tumour and undergoing 
multiple operations, radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy, Edward is already more 
than halfway to his goal, having raised 
more than £60,000. Let’s get Edward to 
the final whistle!
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TEAM HOPKINS  
– WINNING FOR DID
Our thoughts were with Did’s family 
as they faced the first anniversary 
of his passing on 6th November. 
Father-of-three, Did was diagnosed 
with a GBM in September 2020 
and underwent the standard NHS 
treatment, as well as expensive 
private immunotherapy treatment 
and NeoPeptide vaccines in 
Germany, but nothing could 
save him. 

Did’s wife Nicki, ran the London Marathon in October (her first 
event at this distance) amazingly raising more than £10,000. 
She said: “I know Did would be really proud and I saved my 
last mile for him. I was running for everybody who has lost 
someone to a brain tumour, but I was determined that my 
last mile would be for him, to get me to the end.”

ALBIE AND BEYOND
Since launching last year, this Fundraising Group 
has incredibly raised more than £30,000 which 
included a Walk of Hope between two Oxfordshire 
pubs, specially aimed at families. 

Albie’s mums Lauren and Hayley are building a 
remarkable legacy for their forever two-year-old 
boy whose first anniversary was on 28th November. 
Albie had been diagnosed with a rare and 
aggressive brain tumour aged 18 months.

Lisa in the 
blue dress at 

a nightclub 
fundraiser

Alan with children Amelia 
and Alfie and Nicola’s 
parents Beth and Robert

Nicola 
Robinson

Main image: Lucy 
(front), Elle and 
Dan on the Ben 
Nevis descent

Inset: At the 
end of the trek

Paula Coates

Edward on the 
path to 100 strikes

Edward on his 

quest to raise 

£100,000

Left: Albie undergoing 
treatment

Right: Albie with his 
parents Lauren and Hayley
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Top: Dave (right back)  
with children Dylan,  
Sydney, Lydia and wife Nicki

Centre: Nicki training for  
the London Marathon

Bottom: Nicki (right) with 
running partner Rachel  
at Tower Bridge

To find out more about or to support  
one of our Fundraising Groups, visit  

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
about/our-fundraising-groups 



FUNDRAISING GROUPS MEMBER CHARITY UPDATES

A WARM 
WELCOME 

TO OUR NEW 
FUNDRAISING 

GROUP

More than 
£1 million 

RAISED! 

THE DALE BARCLAY FUND
Since our Autumn 2022 issue, we have  
welcomed this new Fundraising Group set up in 
memory of Glasgow musician Dale Barclay. 

After his diagnosis with a glioblastoma (GBM),  
Dale underwent surgery, radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy and was stable for a few months. 
When an MRI scan revealed regrowth, Dale was 
turned down for further surgery on the NHS, but had 
a craniotomy privately which went well. Tragically, 
upon returning home, Dale suffered a catastrophic 
seizure which led to his death, aged 32.

Dale’s wife Laura, also a musician, said: “The survival 
prognosis for GBM is 12 to 18 months, but by the 
time Dale was diagnosed, four weeks after his first 
seizure, we had so little time left together.”

Charlie’s Challenge  
cycle team – David,  
Charlie and Reece

Charlie following 
life-saving surgery

Our Fundraising Groups 
all honour a loved one 
lost to or currently living 
with a brain tumour as 
they champion the fight 
to bring hope to patients 
with the disease through 
more effective treatments 
and ultimately a cure.

Laura finished a song Dale wrote called Wild at Heart in 
his memory which she released both digitally and on vinyl 
with all profits going to Brain Tumour Research.

To honour her husband on what would have been Dale’s 
37th birthday on 4th December, Laura organised and 
performed in a gig in Glasgow as The Dale Barclay 
Fund’s first official event. It raised more than £1,000.  
All the bands involved were “dear friends” of Dale’s 
for many years and each one included a cover of 
a song written by Dale (best known for fronting The 
Amazing Snakeheads) in their performance.

For more information and to join our family  
of Fundraising Groups, visit  

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
become-a-fundraising-group

CHARLIE  
PEDALS TO  

LE MANS 
FOR A CURE

CHARLIE’S CHALLENGE
Brain tumour survivor Charlie Boutwood, 31, the 
inspiration for Charlie’s Challenge, took on a six-day, 
270-mile cycle from London to Le Mans last year. He 
was joined by orthopaedic surgeon David Goodier 
and Reese Gosden – a great friend from his school 
days. Together they raised more than £4,770.

Charlie’s brain tumour story is an incredible one of hope. 
Nearly three decades after being diagnosed with an 
aggressive medulloblastoma aged 20 months and 
enduring surgery which removed 75% of the tumour, 
followed by chemotherapy and radiotherapy, he made 
a remarkable recovery. While he was going through his 
treatment, his parents witnessed many families losing their 
children to brain tumours.

Along with his father Nigel, the Founder of Charlie’s 
Challenge and a Trustee of Brain Tumour Research, 
Charlie recognises his good fortune and campaigns and 
fundraises to help bring forward the day when a cure is 
found for all brain tumour types. 

Charlie’s Challenge  
has raised more than  
£1 million to help fund  
research into childhood  
brain tumours.

Nigel and Charlie 
Boutwood 
campaigning at 
Westminster

To find out more about our  
24 Member Charities go to  

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
about/our-member-charities 

Musician Dale, 
lead singer of 
The Amazing 
Snakeheads
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Laura at 37th birthday 

gig for Dale Laura and Dale gigging 
in summer 2018  

(Credit Andy Lochrie)

Laura with Dale  
just before he died



THE JANE PACKER FOUNDATION
Jane Packer has been honoured with  
a blue plaque at her birthplace and  
childhood home to celebrate her  
life and achievements.

An internationally acclaimed florist  
and author who set up Flower Schools  
around the world, Jane was diagnosed with  
a glioblastoma (GBM) in 2004. She underwent  
radiation and chemotherapy and made a good  
recovery, allowing her to return to work and normal life.

In 2010, Jane suffered a stroke and the tumour returned, 
causing a further stroke from which she never recovered 
and she passed away. The Jane Packer Foundation was 
set up by her husband Gary Wallis and supports research 
through a partnership with Brain Tumour Research, as well 
as funding St John’s Hospice in London.

NEWS 
FROM OUR 
MEMBER
CHARITIES

MEMBER CHARITY UPDATES
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INBETWEENEARS  
Inbetweenears was set up by 

Jay Lynchehaun after he was 
diagnosed with a GBM in 2011, 

aged 25, to help support young people 
with brain tumours.

After he married Becky and went on to have two 
miracle children (having been told he would be 
infertile from his treatment), Jay passed over the reins 
of running the charity to his mum Sharon Hacking. 

Sadly, Jay passed away more 
than 10 years after diagnosis in 
March 2022, aged 35.

We are very grateful to Becky 
for working with Brain Tumour 
Research to tell their heartbreaking 
love story and raise awareness 
of the desperate need to 
find a cure.
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Main image:  
Internationally 
recognised 
florist Jane 
Packer

Inset top:  
Multi-award-
winning florist 
Jane Packer

Inset bottom:  
L to R Lola,  
Gary and  
Rebby Wallis

Jay Lynchehaun lost last year, 
10 years after diagnosis

       THE WILLIAM LOW TRUST
Almost £11,000 was raised through 

a 10 Miles and 12 London Bridges 
Challenge which will help fund 
a PhD researcher The William Low 
Trust is sponsoring at our Centre of 

Excellence at Queen Mary University 
of London. Around 80 people zig-zagged 

over the Thames from Albert Bridge to Tower Bridge 
enjoying unrivalled views of the London skyline and 
historic landmarks, while remembering William. 
The inspiration for the Charity, William passed away, 
aged 17, from a medulloblastoma first diagnosed 
when he was just five.

The Charity also put on a Bollywood extravaganza, 
including delicious Indian cuisine and DJs and dancing, 

as well as UK Bollywood champion dancers 
Sapnay, who also gave guests 
the opportunity to learn some 
moves. William’s mum Helen is 
indebted to her fabulous charity 
committee members for all their 
invaluable help.

JAMES CLIFFORD 
CAMPLING TRUST 
Diane Campling who lost  
her son James to a GBM  
in 2018, aged just 29, is 
grateful to NatWest Bank  

in Grimsby for holding a raffle 
and raising funds for the James 

Clifford Campling Trust. Claire Porritt, whose 
children attend the school where Diane is a 
teacher, put the charity forward.

The James Clifford Campling Trust aims to 
support adults with a terminal illness achieve 
one of their life goals. The Charity was able to 
send Tim Rowley and his family to Legoland. 
Tim, like James, was a member of the RAF 
and was also diagnosed with a GBM. 
Sadly Tim passed away in 2022 and the 
Charity sends all its love to his wife Mel  
and his three children.

The Family Walk  
finishes at Holkham Hall

BRAINSTRUST
In response to growing demand, 
brainstrust now has seven regional 
support specialists across the UK who 
understand the unique complexities 
that come with living with a brain tumour. 
These specialists can also help address the 
full range of challenges faced by patients and the loved 
ones who care for them with one-to-one coaching, 
tumour-specific meetups, a diverse webinar programme, 
welfare and benefits support, as well as counselling and 
hypnotherapy services.

Visit brainstrust.org.uk/brain-tumour-
support/ to find out more.

To find out more about collaborating  
with Brain Tumour Research as 

a Member Charity, please contact 
our Chief Executive 

Sue Farrington Smith MBE via: 
sue@braintumourresearch.org 

 Tim Rowley with his wife and family

The brainstrust  
team

Walkers at the the 12 London Bridges Challenge

Helen  
Low  

(third from right)  
at the Bollywood night

Jay with wife  

Becky and children  

Teddy and Orla



IN MEMORY
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From all of us at Brain Tumour Research, our love and 
thoughts are with all those who inspire us and with 
everyone who continues to support us in memory of 
their loved ones and colleagues, year after year.

forever 
in our
hearts
Rosemary Abbott
Janfarie Jill Adam
Joanne Adamson
Hugh Aggleton
Alan James Alderman
Jim Anderson
Greta Andrew
Dr Richard Carl  
Asbach-Cullen
Elizabeth Ashley
Mohammed Ashraf
Richard Ashworth
David Aston
Maureen Barlow
Lucy Baynham
Frank Bennett
Allen James Bentley
Ann Bermingham
Nancy Bond
Edward Bray
Catherine Bristow

Alan Leslie Bromley
Sandra Brown
Margaret Browning
Robert Bruce
Marc Burns
Roger Butler
John Edward Carr
James and Adam 
Cawston
Elaine Charlesworth
Asmat Chaudry
Ian Robert Clarke
Lisa Michelle Clough
Darren Conn
Gary John Corbett
Gemma Cornish
David Cowie
Colin Curtis
Andy Denford
Patricia Dews
George Drake

Pamela Edwards
Sheila Barbara Elcott
Janet Ellicott
Dionne Ferguson
Gordon Alexander 
Ferguson
Christine Ann Fisher
Susan Linda Fisher
Charlotte Flanagan
Colin Fletcher
Martyn William Forrest
Daniel Franklin
Karen Ann Martha  
Jane Franks
Francis Gibbs
Steve Gilmour
Pauline Goodhead
Dr Kevin Gorton
Kim Graham
William Brian Gregory
Michael Hammett

Linda Hammond
Christopher Harden
Doreen Harrison
Carol Hayes
Irene Hibbert
Karen Hine
Michelle Dawn Ingham
Elizabeth Jackson
Philippa Ann Jacomb
Jane Gwenllian Jenkins
Michael Jiggins
Alice Rose Johnson
Grace Elizabeth Kelly
Ivy Kelly
Philip Kilkenny
Barbara Kirby
Michael Lavery
Leslie Layzell
Jamie Leonardo  
De Lazzari
Alexandra Lloyd Head

We thought of you with love today,  
but that is nothing new. 

We thought about you yesterday,  
and days before that too. 

You are forever in our hearts.

James Lowe
Robert Markham
Sharon Marsh
Paul Marshall
Keith Martindale
Claudino Martinez
Stuart McCartney
Christine McCawley
Margaret Mary 
McGettigan
Colin McKenna
Diana McLaren
Patricia Anne McLean
Peter Ernest Memory
Alfred Merritt
Mark Middleton
Clare Louise Millerick
Anne Milner
Mary More
Adrian Edward Morris
Jennifer Neale
Michael Noble
Roger Osborne
Yvonne Ostler
Dean Parker

Victor David Parsons
Kenneth W Paterson
Gillian Pearl Payne
Katherine Emma Peel
Eileen Peet
Arthur James Perrin
Vivian Phillips
Sarah Caroline Pollitt
Jennifer Powell
Barrie Prescott
Mark Pyner
Christian David 
Quickenden
Linda Rackett
Margaret Rag
Jeanette Elizabeth 
Rickwood
Deborah Jayne Roper
Mary Grace Ross
Victoria Rundle
Lynne Rushen
Alastair Scott
Anne Sexton
Brian Leslie Sharpe
Gordon Shaw

Brenda Mary Sims
Stephen Skier
Muriel Small
Isabella Smart
Simon Smiles
Donald Henry Smith
Mary Sowerby
Raymond Albert  
Harris Sparks
Brian Frederick Spence
Ian Stacey
Mervyn Stanley
Dr Iain Stewart
Julie Streeter
Russell Strickson
Susie Sutton-Pratt
Joyce Swatton
Edna Bessie Thorpe
James Timms
Albert Denis Tomkinson
Jason Tribe
Ainars Trojanovska
Susan Trussler
Michael Turnbull

Pyandy ‘Pynee’ 
Vuddamalay
Margaret Ann Walker
Nicholas Wall
Doreen Waller
Ralph Graham Walter
Richard Frederick Ware
Jane Veronica  
Ann Watson
Sharon Weaver
Simon Timothy Webb
Elizabeth West
Maureen May Wilby
Gareth Neil Williams
Edward ‘Ted’ Wood
Michael John Woodcock
Carol Woodhead
Ann Worby
Pamela Wright

Loved ones here include 
those lost to a brain tumour 
for whom we received funeral 
donations between August 
and November 2022.



Together we will find a cure
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