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FOREWORD

REMEMBERING  
DIANA 

– 20 YEARS ON
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“I set up The Diana Ford Trust to try and 
make sense of our loss by somehow 

making a difference for other patients 
diagnosed with this cruel disease. It was 
such a shock when we were told Diana 
had a GBM – the most common type 
of primary, high-grade brain tumour 
in adults. It has an average survival 

prognosis of 12 to 18 months, but we 
didn’t even get one month with Diana. 
And Diana remained in hospital during 

those couple of weeks following her 
craniotomy, barely able to talk, open 

her eyes or smile.”
Sandy Saunders BEM

Twenty years ago, in August 2002, our President 
Sandy Saunders founded The Diana Ford Trust with 
his wife Rosemary and their family. This was following 
the loss of his daughter Diana in March 2002, just two 
weeks after surgery to try to remove the brain tumour 
which turned out to be a glioblastoma (GBM). Diana 
was 42 years old and a mum to three young sons, 
aged between seven and two.

I first met Sandy at a workshop in Luton in March 
2003. Initiated by The UK Brain Tumour Society,  
I helped them by introducing friends of mine who  
I had worked with at Safeway to facilitate the event 
which brought together the brain tumour charities that 
were in existence at the time. The aim was to create a 
vision and plan for the brain tumour community. I sat 
next to Sandy at supper, and I will never forget how 
raw he still was after the loss of Diana and how he 
vowed to work towards finding a cure as her legacy.

Sandy Saunders

Diana Ford
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At that time the national spend on brain tumour research was just  
£800k and there were just 15 brain tumour charities registered with the 
Charity Commission raising £1.3 million between them. But we had 
ambition and at the workshop those that were represented developed  
a shared vision:

There will be national awareness of brain tumours in the UK.  
Brain tumours will no longer be seen as an orphan disease, there  
will be dedicated research centres across the UK, aligned to brain 
tumour hospital units, which will be working in collaboration with 
scientists and clinicians across the world on a focused and effective 
programme of research. Individuals will be diagnosed more  
speedily and will know where to go for information. Support will 
be readily available for patients and carers. Significantly, five-year 
patient survival rate will be greater than 80% and the quality of  
life for survivors will be vastly improved.

Sadly, patient survival beyond five years is just 12% but there is greater 
national awareness, there are now dedicated Research Centres of 
Excellence and thanks to the work of the Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer 
Mission, Centres of Excellence for Care; patients can access support  
and information through charities such as brainstrust, Brain Tumour 
Support, The Brain Tumour Charity and many of our Member Charities. 
The Brain Tumour Charity has also majored on earlier diagnosis and 
symptom awareness.

                                                            In 2005, The Diana Ford Trust joined  
                                                              an informal partnership of UK  
                                                               brain tumour charities led by me,  
                                                                known as The United Brain Tumour  
                                                                 Campaign. In 2008, following  
                                                                  several conversations with me (a  
                                                                   Trustee of Ali’s Dream), Wendy  
                                                                    Fulcher (BTRC) and Nigel  
                                                                     Boutwood (Charlie’s Challenge),  
                                                                     The Diana Ford Trust formalised  
                                             this relationship and amended its name, to 
Brain Tumour Research. Alongside our Member Charities, our vision 
was to find a cure for all types of brain tumours and our mission to 
increase the national investment in brain tumour research, with the aim of 
establishing seven dedicated Research Centres of Excellence across the 
UK and improve outcomes for brain tumour patients and their families.

The Diana Ford Trust provided the seed funding to launch Brain Tumour 
Research and financed the first stage of the new awareness campaign. 
Sandy became life president of the new Charity which today has more 
than 20 Member Charities from across the UK, some of whom help to 
fund research at Brain Tumour Research’s Centres of Excellence in the 
quest to find a cure for brain tumours. Sandy has indeed helped to  
create an amazing legacy for Diana and other founders’ loved ones.

Together we will find a cure

Sue Farrington Smith MBE 
Chief Executive

The launch of Brain 

Tumour Research

to continue
to fund

life-saving
research

HELP US

I am proud that thanks to you, our 
incredible supporters, I have been 
able to lead this organisation and 

that we are now embarking on 
the launch of a fourth dedicated 
Research Centre of Excellence as 
well as running the Pathway to 
a Cure Inquiry on behalf of the 
All-Party Parliamentary Group 

on Brain Tumours with the aim of 
increasing the national investment 

in brain tumour research.

Please keep on donating and 
fundraising to help us raise as 
much as we can to fight this 
devastating disease and let’s 
achieve the early charities’  

2003 vision of 80% survival  
as fast as we can.



Wear A Hat Day is a 
family of three national 
fundraising events where 
people from every age, 
background and walk 
of life are invited to 
come together to raise 
vital funds to help 
find a cure for brain 
tumours.

The original flagship Wear A Hat Day takes 
place at the end of Brain Tumour Awareness 
Month in March every year. Wear A Christmas 
Hat Day adds an extra festive flavour in 
December and Wear A Hat Day with Flowers 
gets us in the summer spirit in June.

Every year, thousands of families, communities, 
schools and workplaces across the UK get 
involved in our brilliant Wear A Hat Days. 
Thanks to wonderful people like you, we’ve 
raised nearly £2 million over the years.

For 2023 – we want to make it 
our biggest year yet. 
Tell your friends. Grab your work colleagues. Call 
your family. Get the neighbours on board (even 
what’shisname at number 72). It’s time for the next 
Wear A Hat Day and however you choose to do it, 
just be sure to get everyone involved!

GET YOUR 
COMMUNITY 
INVOLVED

 
Friends at Catherine’s divorce party

The team organising 

Catherine’s party

WEAR A HAT DAY

Thank you
for your
support

6 Autumn 2022  www.braintumourresearch.org

Find out more and register your interest online: 
www.wearahatdayevents.org



GET YOUR 
COMMUNITY 
INVOLVED

The team organising 

Catherine’s party

It’s always so inspiring to see lots 
of people come together for our 
Wear A Hat Days and we’re 
always blown away by the many 
different and creative ways 
people get involved.

Take Catherine Owens’ divorce party turned 
fundraiser for example. What started as a get 
together in her dining room soon snowballed into 
a Wear A Hat Day 2022 event for 150 guests! 
The night of entertainment included comedians, 
musicians and a magician, as well as a raffle 
with prizes donated by businesses and a prize 
for best hat in show.

Heather Turner made a splash with her Wear A 
Hat Day with Flowers 2022 wild swim which saw 
her and many friends take to the open water in their 
flower-adorned hats, as well as enjoying a 
hat decorating workshop.

Meanwhile, Barbara Chapman was hosting a 
Wear A Hat Day with Flowers meal for her 
Keep Fit group, whilst the church she 
belongs to – the Winchester Road 
Methodist Church in Highams 
Park, East London – also hosted 
a floral-themed coffee morning. 
It was a fitting event for Barbara 
who says she “absolutely 
adores” hats, adding “the bigger, 
the better!”  

In a touching tribute, 
Cerian Llewellyn and her 
three daughters embarked on 
a Wear A Christmas Hat Day 
2021 cycle ride in memory 
of their beloved husband and 
father, Gwilym. They were joined 
on their bikes by other family members 
for a 14-mile route inspired by 
Gwilym’s love of cycling.

Cerian said: “A brain tumour devastated 
our family, I want to fundraise so others 
don’t have to go through the same.” 
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 Wear A Christmas Hat Day ride  in memory of Gwilym Llewellyn

 Cerian with 
daughters, 

Shannon,  
Jess and Liv

Heather Turner

Heather
(pictured centre)
with fellow 
swimmers

Help us
find

a cure

Barbara 
Chapman 
and friends



We’re often told that 
our Wear A Hat Days are 
a brilliant way to engage 
pupils, teachers and parents 
alike, bringing everyone 
together to support an 
important cause.

GET YOUR 
SCHOOL 
INVOLVED

WEAR A HAT DAY
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 Halfway Community Primary School  Kathy Patterson 
(first row, right) 
with fellow 
school staff

 
St Joseph’s 

Catholic and 
Anglican High 

School



GET YOUR 
SCHOOL 
INVOLVED
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Ruby Tuesday O’Brien (centre) and friends

Wear A Hat Day assembly  

at Whitley Lodge First School

COULD YOU 
GET YOUR SCHOOL 

INVOLVED? 
Register your interest online via: 

www.wearahatdayevents.org

Together we will
find a cure

JOIN IN,
DONATE!

Here are just a few of those 
super schools that have got 
involved recently: 

Frederick Bremer School in 
Walthamstow took part in Wear  
A Hat Day 2022, after 13-year-old 
Ruby Tuesday O’Brien organised a 

school-wide event. Despite her own 
brain tumour diagnosis, this amazing 

teenager inspired her entire school community  
to don hats. On the day, Ruby even gave an 
assembly to everyone to help raise awareness 
of brain tumours. 

Take inspiration from St Joseph’s 
Catholic and Anglican High  
School in Wrexham – for their 
Wear A Christmas Hat Day 2021, 
everyone who wore a Christmas  

hat was invited to donate £1, and took  
part in a fashionable Hat Walk. There was also  
a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party cake sale. It was all  
done in memory of Lorraine McKeown, an 
“inspirational” and “caring” teacher who  
died from a brain tumour in 2019.

Kathy Patterson, a teaching assistant 
at Whitley Lodge First School 
in Whitely Bay, dived head-first 
into her Wear A Hat Day with 
Flowers 2022 event, organising a 

special fun and educational day for 
the pupils, including an assembly about 

the importance of wearing hats and helmets for 
protection, with all the teachers dressed in flowery 
hats. Kathy lost her husband Lee to a brain tumour  
in 2020. Determined not to let his death be in vain, 
she and her family have spread wide awareness  
of the disease and helped raise more than £20,000 
for Brain Tumour Research.

At Halfway Community Primary 
School in Carmarthenshire, 240 
pupils aged three to 11 took part 
in Wear A Hat Day 2022. They 
wore their favourite hats in return 

for a donation to support three 
sisters, Ellie, Emily and Lily, whose mum 

Jessica Jones was diagnosed with a brain tumour in 
2020. Headteacher Jayne Thomas said: “Jessica is 
a much-loved parent at the school and we really 
wanted to show our support for her and her family 
after her diagnosis and during her treatment.”



GET YOUR 
ORGANISATION 
INVOLVED

WEAR A HAT DAY

Christmas came to court when 
Wendy Lambourne planned 
some festive fundraising fun 
for her colleagues on Wear A 

Christmas Hat Day 2021. Staff at 
Folkestone Magistrates’ Court donned 

their silly hats to spread Christmas cheer, donating 
in exchange for taking part in the festivities. Their 
inspiration was Wendy’s daughter Melissa Ross 
who underwent further treatment this year after her 
brain tumour had grown. With the support of her 
colleagues, Wendy’s fundraising snowballed to 
more than £1,000.
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Wendy and colleagues at Folkestone Magistrates’ Court

And we can’t forget the 
wonderful workplaces 
which have embraced our 
Wear A Hat Day events 
over the years. 
Potters Bar Pub and Restaurant in 
Stoke-on-Trent united in support of bartender 
Chloe Wright-Stanford whose baby daughter 
Esmai was diagnosed with a brain tumour. 
Their Wear A Hat Day in 2022 saw staff and 
punters donating and wearing their favourite 
hat, as well as taking part in a quiz. 

They enjoyed their fundraising so much that 
they decided to do it all again, this time planning 
an 80s-themed Wear A Hat Day with Flowers 
with prizes on offer for the best hat and 
overall outfit. Chloe said her colleagues 
have been “incredibly supportive”.



GET YOUR 
ORGANISATION 
INVOLVED
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Chloe and 
pub goers on 
Wear A Hat Day

It’s time to save the dates and make your 
year a hat-trick of Wear A Hat Days for 
Brain Tumour Research.

We’ll see you for the main event, Wear A Hat Day, 
on Friday 31st March 2023. Wear A Christmas 
Hat Day is unwrapped on Friday 16th December 
2022 and get ready for summer as Wear A Hat 
Day with Flowers blooms into life on Friday  
23rd June 2023.

It’s never too early to start planning to take part. 
Here are just a few suggestions to help you get 
your thinking caps on:

GET YOUR 
THINKING CAPS ON!

•Make a Hat: Let your creativity show and craft  
 your own hats – paint, paper mâché, junk model,  
 crochet – whatever you choose just be sure to  
 make your creations truly hat-tastic

•Bake a Hat: Hold a hat-themed bake sale  
 or bake off and ask everyone to donate to  
 take part as well as buy the tasty treats – you  
 could even create and sell baking kits or 
 recipes to make the bakes truly worthy of a  
 Hollywood handshake

•Knit a Hat: Perfect especially for 
 Wear A Christmas Hat Day, you could knit and  
 sell hats or host a sponsored knitting morning or  
 afternoon – ask around to see if anyone you  
 know has any other hidden talents and could 
 hold a creative session 

•Sport a Hat: Organise a sponsored game or  
 match for your sports club or team and see if you  
 can score a winner whilst wearing your hats – ask  
 participants to get sponsorship for taking part and  
 you could sell tickets to spectators too

•Party in a Hat: Host a street party, dance, ball  
 or party in your house for your loved ones and see  
 how big you can go – ask local businesses to  
 donate services or prizes for a raffle or auction to  
 raise extra funds on the day

Register your interest in 
Wear A Hat Day online via 

www.wearahatdayevents.org
and we’ll keep in touch with all the latest 
updates, including how you can get your 

FREE fundraising pack!



RESEARCH UPDATES

ON THE PATH  
TO FIND 
A CURE

To find a cure for all types of brain 
tumours, we need to invest in high-
quality research. Every year, each of 
our Brain Tumour Research Centres of 
Excellence undergoes a rigorous annual 
review to measure progress and ensure 
funds are being invested wisely.

These reviews have highlighted that each of our 
Centres is making good progress.

At Imperial College, 
London, the team has:

• Published two significant 
papers  – one in the Journal 
of Clinical Investigation (JCI) on 
how a drug which depletes the amino acid arginine 
could make glioblastoma (GBM) more susceptible 
to radiotherapy and a second in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) 
where a drug developed for chronic neuropathic 
pain has been repurposed to treat GBM

• Recruited patients onto the Tru-Blood trial validating 
detection of circulating tumour cells 

• Recruited patients onto the multispectral imaging  
of brain tumours during surgery trial

Meanwhile, our  
Queen Mary University  
of London Centre has:

• Produced five original 
publications including research 
in Nature Communications providing proof of 
concept of a novel approach to identify druggable 
mechanisms in GBM and in Neuro-Oncology 
focused on medulloblastoma which showed that 
those with a specific sub-type of the disease could 
benefit from a new combination of treatment

• Continued to build a clinical research infrastructure 
at Barts Health, as matched funding to the Brain 
Tumour Research award, which has enhanced 
availability of experimental treatments for patients

• Been successful in attracting outstanding clinical 
and non-clinical researchers to neuro-oncology, 
developing capacity in brain tumour  
research in the UK
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Dr Nel Syed  
at Imperial 
College, 
London

Professor Silvia  
Marino at Queen Mary 

University of London
GBM cells 
Credit: James Innes PhD, 
Prof Sebastian Brandner 
(University College 
London) and Prof Silvia 
Marino (Queen Mary 
University of London)
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We also fund BRAIN UK, the world’s first national 
virtual brain tissue bank. A unique resource, 
its purpose is to make the extensive NHS 
neuropathology archives available to the national 
and international neuroscience research community.

Since it was initiated by brainstrust, BRAIN UK  
has provided researchers in the UK and overseas  
with samples for 72 tumour studies resulting in  
54 publications; built a database containing  
more than 140,000 biopsies and almost 37,000  
post-mortem samples.

Our Centres’ strong performances were reinforced 
by the results of the Research Excellence Framework 
(REF) – a UK-wide assessment of university research. 
Imperial College was ranked at the top amongst 
universities in the UK. At Queen Mary University of 
London, in clinical medicine, 90% of the research was 
rated as world-leading or internationally excellent. 
And at Plymouth, 78% of its submission was assessed 
as world-leading or internationally excellent.

Dr Karen Noble, Director of Research, Policy and 
Innovation at Brain Tumour Research, said:  
“We are extremely proud of the ground-
breaking work being funded by Brain Tumour 
Research and congratulate all those who have 
enabled this progress to be made.

“These reviews demonstrate that our research 
model is working; we are making progress and 
investing in the right places. Having launched 
our call for applications for our new Centre of 
Excellence, we are looking forward to building 
our research capacity so that we can continue 
to make the discoveries that are so desperately 
needed if we are to find a cure.”

Help us continue to fund ground-breaking 
research at our Centres of Excellence  
by setting up a regular donation or  

donating what you can today:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/

donate-now

Creating
a network of

seven sustainable
Centres of
Excellence

across the UK to
find a cure

The team at our Centre at 
the University of Plymouth 
can be commended on:

• Research showing the potential 
of using drugs developed to treat 
AIDS and HIV (drug repurposing) to treat  
low-grade brain tumours such as schwannoma 
and meningioma

• Successfully increasing the understanding  
of what causes the initiation of a tumour and 
identifying novel candidates such as HEATR1  
that could be targeted to stop the growth of  
the tumour

• Progressing research into meningioma,  
potentially translating from bench to bedside

Professor Oliver Hanemann

Schwannoma 
cell in culture 

Credit:  
Brain Tumour 

Research Centre 
of Excellence at 

the University  
of Plymouth

Brain
tumours kill

more children
and adults under

the age of 40
than any other

cancer



RESEARCH UPDATES

BUILDING 
CAPACITY AND 
ENABLING 
RESEARCH
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  Dr Karen 
Noble

Subscribe to our weekly e-news 
to stay updated with the latest news from 

Brain Tumour Research:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/

subscribe

fund vital
research

HELP



During the autumn, our Scientific and Medical 
Advisory Board and international peer reviewers will 
be reviewing the applications with an announcement 
planned during Brain Tumour Awareness Month in 
March 2023.

The successful team will play a pivotal role in 
helping us achieve our vision of finding a cure for 
all types of brain tumours.

Dr Karen Noble, our Director of Research, Policy  
and Innovation, said: “Our Centres support  
long-term research, building the critical mass  
of expertise needed to accelerate the journey to 
find a cure. Our aim is to fund an innovative and 
ground-breaking proposal that will contribute to 
transforming brain tumour research and support 
long-term research.”

Brain Tumour Research is investing an initial £2.5 
million over five years – an investment made possible 
thanks to the tireless fundraising efforts of our community. 

Sue Farrington Smith MBE, our Chief Executive, said: 
“We are extremely proud to be in a position 
to launch this call for applications for a new 
Centre. As ever, we are extremely grateful to our 
supporters who have made this possible, including 
many brain tumour patients and their families and 
those whose lives have been changed forever by 
this devastating disease.

“We emerged from a tumultuous year as a result of 
the COVID-19 lockdown with an income of £5.3 
million in the year to June 2021, up 76% on the 
previous year. What’s more, the year to June 2022 
has done it again as we delivered our best year yet 
with an income of more than £7 million. With the 
ongoing support of the brain tumour community, 
we are continuing our work towards our ambitious 
aim of funding seven dedicated Centres of 
Excellence which will help us in our vision to find a 
cure, improve treatment options and bring much-
needed hope to so many.”

We are also working 
in partnership on two 
exciting initiatives which 
will help us progress 
our aims of growing 
capacity, building 
infrastructure and 
accelerating treatment.

Brain Tumour Research is funding Member Charity 
brainstrust’s Patient Research Involvement Movement 
(PRIME) which is focused on ensuring clinical research 
projects are aligned with the needs of patients.

Patient and public involvement and engagement (PPI&E) 
is key to attracting funding for research and PRIME 
has already helped to attract more than £17 million of 
investment by matching scientists and clinical researchers 
with brain tumour patients. 

Through PRIME, brainstrust is bringing people with 
experience of life with a brain tumour into contact with 
the clinical research community where they can have 
direct input and help shape studies and secure funding for 
research and clinical trials.

 We are also proud to be  
 funding the Brain Tumour 
Research Novel Therapeutics Accelerator (N-TAB) 
initiative, in partnership with the Tessa Jowell Brain 
Cancer Mission (TJBCM).

N-TAB is a brand-new programme to review and provide 
guidance on the translation and developments of novel 
drug treatments. It aims to bridge the gap between the 
promising research findings presented at conferences and 
published in journals (hailed as the basis for possible future 
treatments and cures) and the number of these findings 
which progress into successful clinical trials.

It is expected that the programme will see more agents 
successfully enter into human trials, more research focused 
on drug discovery, improved relationships with industry 
and academia, and de-risking of trials.

This summer saw us reach a milestone moment 
as we called for applications from UK-based 
researchers and their teams to become our new 
Brain Tumour Research Centre of Excellence.
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AMAZING ACHIEVERS

There are so many incredible 
young people in the brain tumour 
community who prove that no 
matter your age, you can get 
involved to help find a cure.

Their determination and 
enthusiasm in supporting our 
cause is truly inspiring.
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Main image: Rowan LyonsUNSTOPPABLE 
YOUNGSTERS 
ARE SUPERSTAR 
FUNDRAISERS

Five-year-old Rowan Lyons proved 
that you’re never too young to start 
fundraising when he raised more than 
£1,215 for Brain Tumour Research in 
memory of his friend, Sophie Welburn. 

Sophie was diagnosed with a diffuse intrinsic 
pontine glioma (DIPG) in July 2021. She passed 
away in March this year, just eight and a half 
months after her diagnosis.

Rowan completed five Junior Park Runs – one for 
every year of Sophie’s short life – running a total 
of 10km. He said: “I felt really sad when Sophie 
died, and I miss my best friend. I wanted to do 
something good, and I like running. I felt very 
tired afterwards.”

Sophie’s dad Chris 
described Rowan as  
a“little superstar”  

and we have to agree!

Rowan during one 

of his park runs

Rowan and Sophie



Rosie Parker had a paw-some idea when she 
decided to sell dog treats to friends and family. 
The nine-year-old was inspired to fundraise by her 
relative, the pop star Tom Parker, who died from a 
glioblastoma (GBM) in March.

Rosie’s mum, Leanne – who is Tom’s cousin – said: “Rosie was 
determined to do something to raise some money to help find  
a cure or better treatment, she loves animals so we looked up 
dog treats and started baking, she was selling them to family 
and friends, and they loved them.”

This young entrepreneur in the making also hosted a stall at school 
and has raised more than £1,600 so far. Rosie is definitely barking 
up the right tree with her creative fundraising!

SPOTLIGHT ON:  
SUPER CYCLIST SIMON

The fifth annual Brain Tumour Research Isle of Wight  
Randonnée took place in July and more than 50 club and amateur 
cyclists took to the saddle to help raise thousands for the Charity.

Event organiser Simon Tier, who has raised more than £40,000 
after losing multiple friends to brain tumours, said: “The day went so 
smoothly. Amazing support from all our volunteers, great backing 
by so many businesses to enable us to keep our riders fully fuelled 
throughout. Most importantly, thousands of pounds raised.”

This event is going from strength to strength and we can’t wait for its 
return next year. If you’d like to join the team in 2023, please contact 
Deb via: deborah.gascoyne@braintumourresearch.org

Things got mucky at Kilburn Junior 
School when pupils got stuck into a  
‘Mini Mukker Killer Kilometre’ event, 
taking on a course featuring obstacles, 
haybale climbing, a slippery slide and, 
of course, lots of mud!

The school’s fundraising – which has topped 
more than £5,500 – was inspired by former 
pupil Lauren Champion, now 31, who was 
diagnosed with a hemangiopericytoma in 
December 2021. 

She said: “I’m absolutely astounded by 
what the children have done. They are 
so special and I’m humbled by them.”
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Rosie and Tom Parker

Rosie with 
her friend 
Annabelle

The Mini Mukker  
was a hit with pupils

If you’re feeling inspired to get  
involved and fundraise, please visit: 

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
fundraise-for-us to let us know.

Simon Tier



CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS

The eight Somerset schools of 
The Priory Learning Trust (TPLT) 
are supporting Brain Tumour 
Research as their official Charity 
of the Year.

Their support comes after a good  
friend of the Trust, Jim Murray, died 
from a glioblastoma (GBM) in 
December 2020.

PARTNERING 
FOR GOOD
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The King  
Alfred School’s 
RAG Week

The academy schools involved in the year-long 
partnership are: Priory Community School 
Academy, Worle Community School Academy, 
The King Alfred School Academy, St Anne’s  
Church Academy, Castle Batch Primary School 
Academy, Pawlett Primary School Academy,   
West Huntspill Primary School Academy and  
East Huntspill Primary School Academy.

Recent fundraising activities have included The 
King Alfred School Academy’s Raising and Giving 
(RAG) Week which saw a varied line-up of events, 
including a talent show, a non-school uniform day, 
soak the teacher, Taskmaster, Eggheads, a Years 7 
and 8 film night, a student summer fete and a charity 
bake sale. The annual Sixth Form charity collection

walk in fancy dress also took place 
with local residents encouraged to 
give what they could.

In total, the school 
raised a whopping 

£1,094.94!

to continue
to fund

life-saving
research

HELP US

Students at The King 
Alfred School Academy

Priory Community School  
Academy students
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Whether it’s selecting us as your 
Charity of the Year, taking part in one 
of our events, donating your skills to 
help keep our costs down or linking 
your brand to the charity through 

cause-related marketing, partnering 
with Brain Tumour Research is 

a great way to motivate and inspire 
your staff, whilst also supporting our 

vision of finding a cure for all types of 
brain tumours.

What’s more, a partnership engages 
and inspires your staff and customers, 

demonstrating your organisation’s 
values and boosting your brand 

profile. And just think what a 
difference it could make in bringing 

hope to all those affected by this 
devastating disease.

Edgewell Personal Care, the manufacturing 
company behind successful products such as 
Wilkinson Sword, Hawaiian Tropic and Bulldog,  
is also supporting Brain Tumour Research  
as its Charity of the Year.

Senior procurement analyst Maheep Singh, who leads the 
company’s charity team, said: “We held a vote to decide  
what our new Charity of the Year partner should be and  
Brain Tumour Research won by at least 65%. It was clear  
to us that not enough was being done from a research 
perspective. We care about our colleagues and their families 
and have two employees affected, one directly and the other 
through his son, so the charity means a lot to us.”

The two employees are Greg Priddy, who was diagnosed with an 
inoperable brain tumour in 2020, and Andy Smith, whose son was 
diagnosed in July 2021, aged 10.

So far, the company has raised more than £4,300 with its 
fundraising efforts including a Valentine’s bake off, Wear A Hat 
Day, a horse racing sweep stake, entering a team in the  
London Vitality 10,000, and taking part in our  
Jog 26.2 Miles in May Challenge.

To find out how we can work with  
you to create a bespoke charity partnership  

that benefits all, visit our website: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/ 

corporate-partnerships
or contact Russell Marriott, our Director  

of Income Generation and Development, via:  
russell.marriott@braintumourresearch.org

Edgewell’s  

10k runners

Together
we will

find
a cure

Brain
tumours are

indiscriminate;
they can affect

anyone at
any age

Edgewell staff on 
Wear A Hat Day

Russell Marriott



 

FUNDRAISING CHALLENGES

 SEPTEMBER Event Details

 Sat 10 th Jump for Hope  Skydives in County Durham, Lancaster, Salisbury, Suffolk and Swansea

 Sun 11th London to Brighton Cycle Ride Cycle from England’s capital to the sea

 Sun 18th Kiltwalk Edinburgh Head to Scotland’s capital.  Register quickly to bag your place!

 Fri 23rd- Sun 25th Ben Nevis Trek Conquer Britain’s highest peak 

 Sat 24th Walk of Hope Step forward to help find a cure. Read more on pages 24-25

 OCTOBER

 Sun 2nd TCS London Marathon Lucky enough to secure a place? There’s still time to fundraise for us!

 Sun 2nd Virtual TCS London Marathon Didn’t qualify for the TCS London Marathon? Run 26.2 miles wherever you are

 Sun 9 th Royal Parks Half Marathon Run through four of London’s eight Royal Parks

 Sun16th Oxford Half Marathon One of the most popular events in the sporting calendar

 Sun 30 th Dublin Marathon Grab your trainers – this event returns after a two-year absence 

 NOVEMBER

 All month Facebook Challenge Join our final Facebook Challenge of the year

 All month Christmas 2022 Buy our cards, wrapping paper, money wallets, Santa Kits and advent calendars

 DECEMBER

 Fri16th Wear A Christmas Hat Day Spread seasonal joy with your ho-ho-hatty celebrations!
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If the date isn’t listed for your preferred challenge or event, please check  
www.braintumourresearch.org/take-on-a-challenge  

where we update events regularly or email  
fundraising@braintumourresearch.org to register your interest.



 

 JANUARY Event Details

 All month Make a difference in 2023 www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/make-a-difference-in-2023

 FEBRUARY

 All month 10,000 Steps a Day Join our first Facebook Challenge of the year

 MARCH

 All month Brain Tumour Awareness Month We’re leading the way with a varied programme of activities to find a cure

 Fri 31st Wear A Hat Day Get hatty at school, work, home or in your community 

 APRIL

 Sun 2nd Brighton Marathon With a brand-new route for 2023!

 Sun 2nd London Landmarks Half Marathon See the sights of England’s capital

 Sun 23rd TCS London Marathon Got your place? Race for research as you take on the iconic 26.2-mile route

 TBC Kiltwalk Glasgow Choose your distance from the Mighty Stride, Big Stroll or Wee Wander 

 MAY

 All month Jog 26.2 Miles in May Lace up your trainers and jog forward to join in

 Sat 6th Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge Can you conquer these iconic peaks in less than 12 hours?

 Sun 7 th Great Birmingham Run  Run a half marathon or 10km distance, through the historic heart of the city

 Sun 21st Tough Mudder Midlands Battle through mud and tackle some serious obstacles at Belvoir Castle, Lincolnshire 

 TBC Kiltwalk Aberdeen Kit yourself out in your best tartan and take part

 JUNE

 All month Jump for Hope Skydives will take place at various locations – sign up for some freefall fundraising!

 Sat 3rd Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge Back by popular demand! Will you join the team?

 Fri 23rd Wear A Hat Day with Flowers Let your fundraising blossom as you spring into summer and take part

 JULY

 Sat 1st Isle of Wight Randonnée Push your pedal power to the limit with the popular Brain Tumour Research event

 Fri 7 th- Sun 9 th Ben Nevis Trek Take your fundraising to new heights and sign up

 AUGUST

 All month Cycle 274 Miles in August Join our summer cycling challenge to find a cure

 Sat19 th- Sun 20 th Ben Nevis Midnight Trek Summit the highest peak in the UK under the stunning night sky

 TBC Kiltwalk Dundee Back in the City of Discovery. Pick your distance and join our tartan-clad team 

www.braintumourresearch.org   Autumn 2022     21

2
0

2
3

SUPPORT BRAIN TUMOUR    RESEARCH ALL YEAR ROUND



GIFTS OF HOPE

During Remember A Charity Week, we highlight what 
a difference your legacy could make. Not only could 
it look after your loved ones after you are gone, but 
it could help transform and sustain the future of brain 
tumour research.

Brain Tumour Research is campaigning for parity 
of funding with other cancers such as breast and 
leukaemia. And your legacy could play a pivotal role 
in helping us increase the national investment in brain 
tumour research, through our own funds, how we 
leverage those funds and how we raise awareness so 
that other organisations fund brain tumour research.

A CURE COULD BE 
YOUR LEGACY

Last year, Blood Cancer 
UK reported legacy 
income of £4.46m, 
representing 35% of the 
Charity’s overall income. 

Legacies accounted for just 3% of our overall 
income in the year to June 2022.

A gift in your Will could make a real difference in 
years to come helping to ensure the sustainability 
of our research programmes in the future enabling 
continuous research, which will lead to breakthroughs 
that bring us closer to finding a cure for all types of 
brain tumours, bringing much-needed hope to 
patients and their loved ones who are affected by 
this devastating disease.

Did you know that more 
than 60% of UK adults don’t 
have a valid Will in place?

to continue to
fund long-term,

life-saving
research

HELP USFind out how you could have a Will written 
or updated for free and create a legacy that 

could make a difference – visit:
www.braintumourresearch.org/legacy 

or email: legacy@braintumourresearch.org 
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Jenny abseiling 
down Spinnaker 
Tower

Jenny Weller was 35 when 
she was diagnosed with 
a primary tumour in her 
lung and five secondary 
tumours in her brain, as 
well as others in her neck 
and pelvis. To mark her one 
year ‘cancerversary’ last 
September, she embarked 
on a year of fundraising 
which saw her complete 
some incredible challenges.

Under the banner ‘Team  
WellerFest’, Jenny, with the 
help of family and friends, 
raised more than £26,000 
for Brain Tumour Research.

The series of fundraisers kicked off with an abseil 
       down Portsmouth’s Spinnaker Tower. A ‘Big Dip’ 
      saw swimmers brave the winter sea and at the end 
     of March, the group completed an epic combined 
    challenge of cycling John O’Groats to Land’s End, 
   climbing Snowdon and zooming down Velocity 2, 
  the fastest zip line in the world.

In December, Jenny revealed she had developed a 
further nine brain tumours and sadly, her health continued 
to deteriorate. She died on 25th May, with her husband 
Steve by her side.

Sharing her story with Brain Tumour Research, Jenny 
said: “I’m driven to live the best life I can in the 
situation I am in.” She certainly did that and although 
Jenny did not get to finish her year of fundraising, her 
legacy lives on through Team WellerFest as they 
continue to raise vital funds for Brain Tumour Research 
and ALK Positive UK.

JEN’S
YEAR OF 
FUNDRAISING

If you’ve been touched by Jenny’s story 
and would like to donate, please visit:

www.braintumourresearch.org/donate 
and share your reason as ‘Jenny Weller’.

FIGHTING FORCE HEROES

In loving memory



Thanks to amazing people like you, we’ve raised 
hundreds of thousands of pounds over the years.  
This year, we want to make it our biggest Walk  
of Hope yet and we need your help.

Who will you walk with on Saturday 24th September?

With Brain Tumour Research walks taking place 
across the UK, you can join like-minded supporters 
stepping out to make a difference and bring hope  
to brain tumour patients and their loved ones.

LET’S STEP 
FORWARD 
TOWARDS 
A CURE – 
TOGETHER
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Saturday
24th SEPTEMBER

WALK OF HOPE

Walk of Hope is a national 
fundraising event that runs 
every September, with 
Brain Tumour Research-
hosted walks dotted across 
the UK. If there isn’t one 
near you, why not organise 
one of your own?

We’re holding walks in West Yorkshire, Leicestershire,  
South Lanarkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cheshire,  

West Midlands, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire 
and Somerset. You can find more information, 

including distances and routes, online:  
www.walk-of-hope.org  
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Members of the Brain Tumour Buddies support 
group will be taking part in our 11-mile walk along 
the Grand Union Canal from Stoke Hammond to 
Leighton Buzzard and back again. The Group was 
started by Chris Brown, who was diagnosed with  
a brain tumour in 2012.

Chris said: “I support Brain Tumour Research 
and its Walk of Hope, which I last did five 
years ago, because I don’t want anyone else 
to go through what I have. I’ve lost quite a few 
people from the group and have seen many 
others with side effects, some of whom are  
in a terrible state, so know I’m quite lucky,  
dare I say it.”

When you register online and pay your registration 
fee, you’ll get one of our all-new Walk of Hope 
branded t-shirts to wear with pride as you stride 
and a fundraising pack in the post containing 
everything you need to prepare and maximise 
the funds you raise. You’ll also have access to our 
digital fundraising pack as soon as you register.

Plus, you’ll be amongst the first to receive our  
          special Walk of Hope Hero medal in  
                           recognition of your amazing efforts.

CAN’T FIND  
A WALK  
NEAR YOU? 
DO IT YOURSELF!
If our Brain Tumour Research-led walks aren’t 
convenient, you can still get involved by organising 
your own personal walk, planning your route and 
inviting all your family, friends, colleagues and 
community to get involved.

There is no registration fee to pay if you decide to 
do it yourself. You will receive a fundraising pack 
and Walk of Hope t-shirt when you get your first 
donation on your fundraising page.

We’ll be with you every step of the way to help  
you plan your walk and give you fundraising tips 
and resources.

Let’s step forward together with hope 
and get closer to a cure for all types of 
brain tumours. 

Whether you’d like to come to  
one of our walks or organise one  
of your own, register today via:  

www.walk-of-hope.org  

Brain Tumour Buddies  
at The Three Locks pub

Chris Brown with wife Ruth and daughter Bethany



We can also supply boxes of mixed cards on  
a sale-or-return basis for you to sell to family,  
friends, colleagues, neighbours, at Christmas  
stalls, fetes, markets, and in your school, club,  

church or workplace. Order yours by calling our 
office on 01908 867200.
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CHRISTMAS

Christmas is a time to embrace the 
ones you love. And how better than 
by sending your season’s greetings 
with our charity Christmas cards?

Choose yours from our stocking full of new designs 
for 2022. For the first time ever, we’ve got 20 new, 
carefully-selected, beautiful designs, including 
traditional, animal and religious scenes. There’s 
something to suit every taste!

Cards come in packs of 10 priced at £4.50 per 
pack. Our popular designs often sell out quickly  
so act fast to get your favourites!

EMBRACE  
YOUR  
LOVED 
ONES

See our full range of Christmas cards and merchandise online:
www.braintumourresearch.org/christmas-cards  

or use the enclosed leaflet and order form to purchase yours.

We’ve also got a sleigh’s worth of extra  
festive goodies for you. Wrap presents for your 
loved ones using our gorgeous gift wrap. Our 
Christmas money wallets are the perfect package  
for a cash contribution towards a special gift.  
Count down to the big day with our joyful advent 
calendars. Make sure Santa stops by with our fun 
Santa Kits. Plus, our brand  
new Calendar of Hope  
for 2023 will help you  
plan your year and  
remember all your  
favourite Brain Tumour  
Research moments!

Could you
sell some
Christmas

cards
on our

 behalf?

Purchase our Christmas cards and merchandise  
and help bring hope to the thousands of people 

affected by brain tumours in the UK.

 Money  
Wallets  
in four  
designs

Gift  
Wrap  
in eight 
designs

2023

Cards  
available  

in 20  
designs

Advent 
Calendars  

in three 
designs



For many people who have been 
affected by this devastating disease, 
Christmas can be a very difficult time 
and many gain comfort in finding 
ways to bring hope to others in a 
similar situation.

Each year, we invite supporters to join our 
Christmas Appeal – a poignant moment to  
stop, reflect and pay tribute to loved ones  
who have been diagnosed or lost their lives  
to brain tumours.

A Christmas tree adorned with special baubles 
carrying personal and powerful messages  
is displayed at each of our Centres of 
Excellence and our head office. These trees  
are a powerful symbol of hope as each  
bauble represents a donation that is  
supporting vital research which holds  
the key to finding a cure.
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BRING HOPE  
WITH OUR
CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL

We would love for you to get involved. If you’d like to take part, let us know 
by filling in our contact form online and include a message stating that 
you’d like to receive more information about our Christmas Appeal:

www.braintumourresearch.org/contact-us 

Prof Silvia Marino  hangs baubles  at Queen Mary  University London



AMAZING ACHIEVERS

12 Summer 2022  www.braintumourresearch.org

Brain Tumour Research supporters had a once-in-a-
lifetime experience when they were selected to take 
part in The Queen’s Baton Relay in July.
Of our nominees, eight were chosen to be part of the 25-day, 
2,500-mile relay across England, which culminated at the opening 
ceremony of the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

Proud grandad Alan Holmes was selected after he raised thousands 
for the Charity by swimming 100km in the North Sea in 2021. 
His fundraising was inspired by his grandson Matthew Pullan  
who died on 9th September 2021. 

Alan said: “I was stunned and really excited to be accepted to be 
a baton bearer. I never imagined that I would do something like  
this, and I’m absolutely honoured by it.

“If Matthew were here, he would have loved it.  
I think he would be proud of me.”

Also carrying the baton were Simon Tier who  
has raised more than £40,000; Maleehah Liaquat in  
honour of her sister Amani; Melissa Ross who is living with  
an inoperable brain tumour; Luke Lambert who’s raised  
thousands in memory of his mum; Katie Smith who set up  
the Brainstorm Fundraising Group; Penny Church whose  
son Fin died aged 11; and Rosie Crawford who  
leads the Lydia’s Wish Fundraising Group. 

Read more on our blog:  
www.braintumourresearch.org/media/our-blog 

CARRYING THE 
BATON FOR 
BRAIN TUMOUR 
RESEARCH

Simon Tier

Rosie Crawford

Katie Smith

Maleehah Liaquat
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Alan Holmes

Penny Church
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WITNESSING 
RESEARCH IN 

ACTION
The doors of our Centre of 
Excellence at the University 
of Plymouth opened to 
supporters in April for the 
first time since the start of 
the pandemic. 

Brain tumour patient Charlotte Reid, 
and her parents Angie and Steve, 
were amongst the supporters who 
toured the labs where ground-
breaking research is taking place 
and visited the Wall of Hope. 

Charlotte had undergone surgery 
just days earlier and made a 
remarkable recovery to place 22 
tiles, recognising the 22 days of 
research the family has sponsored 
thanks to the fundraising efforts of 
#CharlottesArmy.

Angie said: “Our hope is that one 
day there will be improved and 
less damaging treatments and 
eventually a cure.”

A passionate advocate for more 
research, Katie Galan-Wilkinson 
gave a moving speech about 
her own brain tumour diagnosis. 
She later placed two tiles on the 
Wall of Hope, one of which was 
dedicated to her three children, 
Sofia, Hugo and Mario.

Seven days of research were 
sponsored in memory of James 
Pullen, who died in December 
2015, aged 28. His parents, 
Sarah and David, and three of his 
friends, Tommy Corns, Joe Phelps 
and Thomas Palacio, also met our 
Patron, Caprice Bourret.

Caprice was diagnosed with 
a meningioma – one of the 
tumour types being researched at 
Plymouth – and chose the occasion 
to announce that her latest scan 
showed she was now five years 
clear of the disease.

Find out more about how you can sponsor 
a day of research: 

www.braintumourresearch.org/sponsor-a-day

Images above:

–  Charlotte, Angie and Steve Reid
–  David and Sarah Pullen with 

Tommy Corns, Joe Phelps and 
Thomas Palacio

Images below:

– Heather Turner
–  Katie Galan-Wilkinson  

and son Mario

Supporters attending the Plymouth event

Tommy Corns, Joe Phelps,  
Thomas Palacio, Sarah and  
David Pullen with Caprice



FUNDRAISING GROUPS

A WARM  
WELCOME  

TO OUR NEW  
FUNDRAISING 

GROUPS

Main image:  
Amelia and Alfie 
who have lost 
mum Nicola
Inset: Nicola 
Robinson

STRONGER TOGETHER FOR NICOLA
Mum-of-two Nicola Robinson died almost three 
years after diagnosis with a diffuse astrocytoma. 
She underwent two seven-hour craniotomies as 
well as radiotherapy and chemotherapy. Seizures 
signalled regrowth and Nicola underwent further 

chemotherapy, but treatment options were 
exhausted and nothing could save her. 

Nicola’s husband Alan has set up this 
Fundraising Group and with others is 

taking on seven half-marathons and a 
marathon this year to raise funds to find 

a cure.

ONE FOR THE ROAD
After a scan revealed regrowth 10 
years after her diagnosis with, and 
treatment for, a grade 3 anaplastic 
astroctyoma, mum-of-two Charlotte 
Hobbs had further surgery and began 
chemotherapy. Sadly, she passed 
away in March this year. Her family 
is honouring Charlotte’s memory by 
setting up this Fundraising Group. It is so 
named because Charlotte wouldn’t end 
a night of partying without encouraging 
everyone to have ‘one for the road’.

Since our Summer 2022 issue, five 
new Fundraising Groups have been 
set up honouring loved ones whose 
lives have been impacted by or 
lost to brain tumours. They join our 
family of Fundraising Groups all 
championing the fight against brain 
tumours and raising thousands  
for our cause.
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Main image: 
Charlotte  

and Daffyd
Smaller images: 
100 Star Jumps 
Challenge and 

Charlotte hiking



PAULA COATES FUND
Paula’s father-in-law Ray Coates has set 
up this Fundraising Group in support of his 
“positive, vivacious and totally smashing” 
daughter-in-law. Paula was diagnosed 
with a glioblastoma (GBM) in 2021 and 
has had to give up her passion for long-
distance running, which included marathons. 
After her diagnosis, Paula underwent 
surgery, followed by radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy, but an MRI scan in February 
this year showed regrowth and Paula is 
back on chemotherapy.
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RAISING4RIA
This Fundraising Group has been set up by Ria 
Melvin’s family to continue her legacy. Ria was 
diagnosed with a GBM aged 23. She underwent 
brain surgery twice, chemotherapy and radiotherapy, 
as well as immunotherapy treatment in Germany, but 
nothing could save her and she passed away aged 
25. During her brain tumour journey, Ria carried out 
selfless work, campaigning and raising awareness  
of brain tumours while carrying the flag for Brain 
Tumour Research.

Main image:  
Paula Coates
Inset: Lucy and 
mum Paula on 
holiday
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RAISING4RIA

Ria Melvin

Left: Ria with sister Kaz 
on a hospital visit
Below: Ria (back left) 
with her family

TEAM HOPKINS –  
WINNING FOR DID
The family of David Hopkins (aka Did) set  
up this Fundraising Group in his memory. Did was 
diagnosed with a GBM in 2020 after just two weeks 
of symptoms. He underwent the standard NHS 
treatment and also accessed pioneering treatment in 
Germany through crowdfunding, but passed away 
14 months later. His wife Nicki had already become 
an active campaigner and has been joined by Did’s 
daughter Lydia in the fight to raise awareness  
and funds to find a cure.

For more information and to join our family  
of Fundraising Groups, visit: 

www.braintumourresearch.org/ 
become-a-fundraising-group 

David Hopkins  
and family

David in hospital 



FUNDRAISING GROUPS
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NEWS 
FROM OUR 
FUNDRAISING 
GROUPS

Here’s 
what some of our 

incredible 
Fundraising 

Groups 
have been up to 

recently

AMANI’S 
£100,000 
LEGACY
Later this year, a special tile placing for our 
Fundraising Group Fight4Hope at our Centre of 
Excellence at Queen Mary University of London will 
recognise donations of nearly £100,000 inspired 
by 23-year-old Amani Liaquat who died from a 
glioblastoma (GBM) in February.

Amani was an integral part of our 
#BrainTumourPetition and Stop the Devastation 
campaigns. She also set up Fight4Hope and 
organised Luton’s first ever Walk of Hope and 
formed a friendship with singer Tom Parker, who 
died six weeks after Amani.

Her efforts, and that of friends and family have 
raised more than £54,000.

Amani’s parents, Yasmin Stannard and Khuram 
Liaquat, have also generously gifted £40,000 from 
the remaining crowdfunding donations not used for 
her treatment in the hope of helping others.

Khuram said: “We hope the money we’ve donated 
will help find a cure for this devastating disease. 
Amani was my hero and the most amazing 
ambassador for Brain Tumour Research and 
for that to be her legacy would have made 
her so incredibly proud.”

LYDIA’S WISH
Sue Stamp held a cake 

and bake sale and offered 
a range of delicious baked 

goods including butterfly buns 
and orange oat biscuits, as well as 

lemon drizzle cake and chocolate cake in 
memory of her niece Lydia who died aged 36 

from a glioblastoma (GBM). Her efforts raised  
an awesome £425.

In June, Sue’s daughter Rosie, who was Lydia’s 
cousin, took part in a Total Warrior with three friends, 

which Rosie described as: “Eight miles of mud, 
climbing, crawling, jumping and running, taking on 

25 obstacles along the way!”

Incredible
£100,000 

RAISED! 

 Amani before her brain tumour diagnosis

 Tom Parker from The Wanted 
with Amani
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Fantastic
£5,000 
RAISED! 

More than 
£2,000 
RAISED! 

To find out more about or to support 
one of our Fundraising Groups, visit  

www.braintumourresearch.org/
about/our-fundraising-groups

THE PAULA COATES FUND
This new Fundraising Group held a successful 
Golf Day launch event recently with more than 160 
people from all over North and West Yorkshire taking 
part. Ray Coates, father-in-law of Paula who is fighting 
a GBM, said: “The event was really well attended 
and the weather was kind. We had a raffle and a tombola to 
boost the fundraising and I was delighted to raise more than 
my target of £5,000.” 

SONG FOR SUE 
FOUNDATION
The Fundraising Group held 
its third charity football match 
in June (after a gap due to the 
pandemic) with a team of Song for 
Sue supporters pipped at the post by a team 
from the charity KiCK (Transforming Lives) 6-8. 
A Beat the Goalie competition with a tyrannosaurus 
rex in goal was part of the fun on offer at this family 
event organised by Lewis Still with his daughters 
Sienna, six, and three-year-old Lara the cutest team 
mascots. More than £2,000 was raised on the day 
in memory of Sue Thomas, the inspiration for the 
Song for Sue Foundation.

song
for sue
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BRAIN TUMOUR RESEARCH

FOUNDATION

THE

Awesome
£425 
RAISED! 

Dave and Sue Thomas

Rosie’s mum 
Sue with some 
scrumptious 
baking

Lewis Still’s 
daughters 
Lara and 
Sienna as 
team 
mascots

Lydia Carfrae
-Brohaska 

Rosie 
(right) took 
on a Total 
Warrior

Ray (left) and the Coates family

Paula and husband Rob



Challenging
UK Governments
and larger cancer
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to invest more in
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research

Derek Thomas MP 

Campaign
with us
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Our collective voice is stronger and louder. 
Help us continue to be heard by becoming a  

Brain Tumour Research campaigner today: 
www.braintumourresearch.org/campaign-with-us 

MPs sporting our pin badge during PMQs

Derek Thomas and Holly Mumby-Croft with then Prime Minister Boris Johnson



UPDATES 
FROM OUR 
MEMBER
CHARITIES

MEMBER CHARITY UPDATES

THE DANNY GREEN FUND 
On 25th July this year, Danny’s family and the  
Charity marked the 10th anniversary of Danny’s 
passing, aged 11, after his diagnosis eight months 
earlier with a medulloblastoma. In the same year that 
he should have turned 21, The Danny Green Fund 
has been particularly busy with supporters putting on 
numerous fundraising events and taking on a whole raft 
of challenges to help support children suffering from 
disabilities as a result of a brain tumour and posterior 
fossa syndrome and to help fund research  
at Queen Mary University of London. 

These have included a group of around 40 Essex 
cyclists pedalling 21 miles (one mile for each  
year since Danny was born) and raising  
an incredible £14,175 and Canvey  
Island Swimming Club which raised  
an awesome £2,040.
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To find out more about collaborating with  
Brain Tumour Research as a Member Charity,  

please contact our Chief Executive  
Sue Farrington Smith MBE via: 

sue@braintumourresearch.org 

Main image:  
Danny Green 
lost 10 years  
ago

Inset image:  
The Green 
family on 
holiday

Cyclists raise more 
than £14,000



BRAINWAVES NI
The selection process for an 
appropriate candidate for the 
Brainwaves NI studentship at  
the Patrick G Johnston Centre for  

Cancer Research at Queen’s 
University, Belfast is underway, with  

a start date in September 2022.

The Charity reports that fundraising is strong with 
supporters attending more Brainwaves NI events 
than ever, one of the most recent being a lovely  
boat trip on Lough Erne with 45 people on board.
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SHAY’S SMILES
The Charity has enjoyed lots of summer  
fundraising activity, including Shay’s Three Peaks 
challenge which involved 23 climbers, covering 
23 miles to ascend and descend the three highest 
mountains in England, Scotland and Wales. 
Collectively they raised more than £16,500 to 
help fund research to find a cure for glioblastoma 
(GBM) at our Centre of Excellence at Queen Mary 
University of London. Amazingly, given the heat on 
the day, eight of the intrepid climbers completed the 
awesome challenge in less than 23 hours.

Touchingly, a 10-strong group of Shay and little 
brother Dylan’s friends from Bedford Modern School 
took on a Muddy 5K recently raising £905 for 
Shay’s Smiles, as well as £705 for Cancer Research 
UK. And Shay’s Smiles won an Outstanding Local 
Charity Award!

   ASTRO BRAIN  
TUMOUR FUND 
  Our Member Charity which 
provides support for those 

affected by low-grade glioma 
brain tumours, as well as helping to fund research 
into low-grade brain tumours at our Centre of 
Excellence within the University of Plymouth, is 
holding its 16th Norfolk Family Walk at Holkham 
Hall near Wells-next-the-Sea on Sunday  
25th September. For more information  
go to: astrofund.org.uk/fundraising/ 
Norfolk-family-walk.

BRAIN TUMOUR  
RESEARCH CAMPAIGN
Pampered pooches are invited to bring their families 
along to the Brain Tumour Research Campaign Dog 
Show on Saturday 10th September in Parsons Green, 
London SW6. As well as classes like Waggiest Tail, 
Cutest Puppy and Scruffiest in Show, there will be 
My Dog’s Got Talent, Dog Agility Displays, A Doggy 
Tombola and Stalls catering for every hound’s every 
need. Register your dog at: btrc-charity.org/
product-category/dog-show-2022  
or turn up on the day.

Lough Erne 
Boat Trip

The Family Walk  
finishes at Holkham Hall

Climbers taking on the Three Peaks

Shay’s mum  
Nicki (left) with 
Outstanding Local 
Charity Award

All pooches 
welcome at  
the Dog Show



38 Autumn 2022   www.braintumourresearch.org

IN MEMORY

From all of us at Brain Tumour Research, our love and 
thoughts are with all those who inspire us and with 
everyone who continues to support us in memory of 
their loved ones and colleagues, year after year.

forever 
in our
hearts
Paul Acklam
Keith Aldridge
Linda Anderson
Helen Arthur
Mollie Atkinson
Jennifer Barker
Mabel Joan Bell
Peter William Bewley
William James Birtle
Alison Blackwell
Michael John Boston
Geoffrey William 
Brightman
Ian Richard Brookes
Mavis Brooks
David Brough
Robert Oliver Browning

Andrew Richard Burton
Mark Bushell
James Edward Carpenter
Jim Carrick
Derek Chambers
Chloe Clayton
John Gerald Clements
Pearl Corner
Sara Elizabeth Crimp
Sarah Crosby
Liz Dando
Ramon Davies
Mark Davis
Doris Day
Nicholas James Daykin
Anne (Liz) Dearnley
Patricia Diemer

Evie Dove
Dougie Doyle
Roger Alan Duke
Madeleine Dunham
Helen Dury
John Evans
Alfreda May Fancy
Susan Jane Fish
George Fox
Elliott Gibson
Simon Goodfellow
Helen Green
Mark Grice
T T Guild
Vera Hall
Philip Haynes
Arthur Hazlerigg

Jackie Henson
Jeannie Hess
Paul Hicks
Michael John Hoar
George Kevin Hogg
Susan Lesley Hook
Mark Houghton
Richard Hurley
John Islip
Geoffrey David  
(Jess) James
Paul Robert Jones
Sarah Jones
Sue Jones
Paul Judd
Mary Ethel Jude
Sunil Kapadia
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IN MEMORY

Parkash Kaur
Robert Kilsby
Christopher Kirkham
Joshua William Laird
Carole Ann Lawrenson
Chris Le Cluse
Rachel Louise Leng
Tom Lewis
Granny Linda
Richard Mannering
Adam Martin
Frederick Mauwer
Stuart McCartney
John McPherson
Arthur Mellors
Ronnie Milne
George Milton
Isobel Margaret 
Moscrop

Anthony John Mudd
Hannah Netley
Frederick William 
Orridge
Anthony Parker
Tom Parker
Eveline Peters
John Michael (Mike) Pigg
Denis Charles Pope
Matthew Rainbow
Doris Rathbone
Sian Reeds
Ian Rice
Stephen Richman
Oliver (Oli) Roberts
Scott and David Robinson
Debra Sapsford
Di Schofield
Charlene Searle

Kevin Peter Sharman
Douglas Silburn
Audrey Joan Smith
Corinne Smith
George Smith
Robert Sowerby
John Barry Spriggs
Michael Stannard
Karen Summerfield
Dr Adrian Tanner
Emma Thomas
Ben Turner
Sandy Underwood
Claire Varley
Robert Wainwright
James Walker
Pam Walker
Joanne Wallace

Noel Christopher Walsh
Bill Ward
Fay Ward
Kieran Webster
Christina Mary Weylie
Christine Wheeler
Michael Whittaker
Peter Wicks
Dave Williams
Alan Wormald

We thought of you with love today,  
but that is nothing new. 

We thought about you yesterday,  
and days before that too. 

You are forever in our hearts.

Loved ones here 
include those lost to a 
brain tumour for whom 
we received funeral 
donations between 
April and July 2022.



Together we will find a cure

www.braintumourresearch.org 
Tel: 01908 867200  |  info@braintumourresearch.org

Brain Tumour Research, Suite 37, Shenley Pavilions,  
Chalkdell Drive, Shenley Wood, Milton Keynes MK5 6LB

Registered charity number 1153487 (England and Wales) SC046840 (Scotland). Company limited by guarantee number 08570737.

#FundingTheFight

Our Fundraising Groups

Our Member Charities

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

DIVISION OF NEUROPATHOLOGY
AND DEPARTMENT OF
NEURODEGENERATIVE DISEASE

Our Centre of Excellence Partners

The Lorn’s Legacy

FUNDRAISING FOR

BRAIN TUMOUR RESEARCH

Leah’s Fairy Fund
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